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Telemachus, having put on his divine armor, runs 

to the aſſiftance of Phalanthus, firſt of all over- 

throws Iphicles, the ſon of Adraſtus, repulſes the 

viftorious enemy, and would have gained a com- 

plete victory over him, if a ſudden ſtorm had not 

put an end to the battle, Telemachus then gives 
orders to carry off the wounded, takes care of OV 
them, and particularly of Phalanthus. He per- J IM 
forms the obſequies of his brother Hippias, collcfs The is 
| His aſbes into a golden urn, and preſents it. ts Th* im 
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OVE, in the midſt of the celeſtial Gods 

” Seated, beheld from high Olympus” top 
The ſlaughter of th' allies. He ſtraight conſults 
Th immutable decrees of deſtiny, 
Sees all thoſe chiefs, whoſe vital thread that day 5 
Was to be ſever'd by the ſhears of fate. 
The Gods all watch'd the countenance of Joys, 
Whereby his will and pleaſure to divine. 
With voice majeſtic and compos'd, then ſpoke ' 
The father of the Gods and men ;—You ſee 10 


TH” allies to this extremity reduc'd ; 


ADRASTUS worſting all his enemies; 
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But this appearance is deceitful all 


The glory and the pride of wicked men 


Is ſhort; ApRAs Tus, impious and profane, 15 


Deteſted violator of all faith, 

Shall not obtain a victory complete; 

And this misfortune hath befall'n th' allies, 

To teach them to correct themſelves, and keep 
Their warlike plans and counſels more conceal'd. 
The wiſe MIN ERVA is preparing here 

New glory for her young and fav'rite charge, 
ULyssEs' ſon. Jovg ceas'd, and all the Gods 
Silent continued to behold the fight, 


Ns rox and PHILOCTETES were appriz'd, 25 
In the mean time, that one part of the camp 
Was burnt already ; that the driving flame 
Was every moment ſpreading with the wind, 

The army all diſorder'd and confus'd, 

And that PHALANTHvUs could no more ſuſtain 30 
The onſet of the furious enemy, 

This fad intelligence receiv'd, they run 

Forthwith to arms, aſſemble all the chiefs, 

Give orders, with all haſte to quit the camp, 


T* avoid the raging flames. 35 
ULYSSES” 
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ULyssEs' fon, 
Before caſt down, and inconſolable, 
Forgets his pain. With eager haſte he takes 
His arms, the wiſe Minerva's precious gift, 
Who, in the form of MexnToR, made appear 40 
As though ſhe had receiv'd them from the hands 
Of a well-ſkill'd Salentine armorer ; 
But who had caus'd them, in effect, to be 


By VULCAN in mount Etna's caverns made. 


Theſe arms were polith'd as the ſmootheſt glaſs, 
Bright-ſhining as the ſun. On them portray'd, 
NEPTUNE and PALLAs were contending ſeen, 

To whom the glory ſhould belong, to name 

A riſing city, NEPTUNE ſtrikes the earth : 
With his huge trident; inſtant iſſues forth 50 
A prancing ſteed, fire darting from his eyes, 
Foaming his mouth, mane floating on the wind 
His ſupple, nervous limbs, with motion light, 
Vigour and ſtrength endued. He did not go, 

But leap'd along, as guided by the reins, 55 
And that with ſo much ſwiftneſs, that he left 

No trace behind ; in fancy one might hear 

His very neighings. 
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On th' other ſide, 
MINERVA there to the inhabitants 60 


Of her new city, the green olive gave, 

Fruit of the tree which ſhe herſelf had rear'd. 
The branch, on which the fruit Kill hung, ſhe held 
To repreſent fair peace, with plenty crown'd, | 
Far preferable to the ſtorms of war, 65 
Of which the ſteed a lively image gave. 

The goddeſs, by her ſimple, uſeful gifts, 


Remain'd victorious ; Athens bore her name. 


Minerva alſo was aflembling ſeen 
All the fine arts about her, which appear'd 70 
As tender infants wing'd, They ſeem'd to crowd 
Around her for protection, terrified 
At Mars' deſtructive, brutal rage, as lambs 
Bleating take refuge round their dam, at ſight 
Of the half-famiſh'd wolf, with open maw, 75 
Inflam'd and parch'd, purſuing to devour, 
MIxERVA, with diſdainful, angry mien, 
By her ſuperior {kill o'erwhelm'd with ſhame, 
ARACHNE's folly and temerity, 
Who had, in works of tapeſtry, preſum'd 80 
To vie with her for excellence of art, 


There was th' unfortunate ARACHNE ſeen, 
With 
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With limbs disfigur'd, and diminiſh'd form, 
Chang'd to a ſpider. 


| Near this part again 85 
Appear'd MineRvaA, in the giants“ war, 

Aſſiſting Jove himſelf with her advice, 

And aiding all th' aſtoniſh'd Gods beſides. 

She, with her lance and cegis, on the banks 

Of Xanthus and of Simoris, was ſeen, 99 

Conducting here ULyssEs by the hand, 

Reanimating there the flying Greeks, 

Bearing them up againſt Troy's boldeſt chiefs, 

And the intrepid HecToR's ſelf; at laſt 

Placing ULYSSEs in the fatal horſe 95 

Deſtin'd in one ſole night to overturn 

The throne of PRIAM. 


In another part 

CERES was repreſented in the ſhield, 
On Enna's fertile plains in Sicily, oo 
The Goddeſs there was reaſſembling ſeen 
The people ſcatter'd here and there, to ſeek 
Their living by the chace, or to collect 
The wild fruits fallen from the trees. She taught 
Theſe ſavages to cultivate the earth, 

B 3 To 
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To draw from her rich boſom their ſupport; 
Preſented them a plough, and had it drawn 

By oxen yok'd together. The earth was ſeen 
Opening in furrows, by the ploughſhare cut; 110 
Then golden harveſts waving o'er the plains. 

The reaper with his hook earth's bounteous gifts 
Cutting, repaid himſelf for all his toil. 

To a deſtructive uſe elſewhere aflign'd, 

Iron was here employ'd but to procure 115 


Abundance and delight. 


Nymphs, crown'd with flowers, 
Were dancing in a meadow, on the banks 
Of a clear ſtream, near an adjoining wood, 
Pax play'd upon the Aute, the nimble fauns 120 
And wanton ſatyrs, frolicking around. 
Here Bacchus too appear'd, with ivy crown'd, 
With one hand on his thyrſus, th' other held 
A branching vine with cluſt'ring grapes adorn'd ; 
His air impaſſion'd, ſoft and languiſhing, 125 
With ſomething noble in his mien combin'd ; 
As to the hapleſs ARIADNE once 
The God appear'd, when, on an unknown ſhore, 


He found her all-abandon's, and forlorn, 


O'erwhelm'd with forrow, 
In 
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In another part, 
On every ſide were crowds of people ſeen; 
Here old men, with the firſt- fruits of their fields, 
Advancing tow'rds the temples ; there young men 
Returning from the labours of the day, 135 
Home to their families. Their wives came forth 
To meet them, fondly leading by the hand 
Their little infants. Shepherds too were ſeen, 
Some ſinging, others dancing to the found 
Of vocal reeds. All repreſented peace, I40 
Abundance, and delight; here all appear'd 
Smiling and happy. Here were alſo ſeen 
Wolves playing in the paſtures, with the ſheep. 
The lion and the tyger, having dropt 
Their ſavage nature, fed amidſt the lambs; 
An infant-ſhepherd guided them along. 
From theſe delightful ſcenes the mind receiv'd 


A lively image of the golden age. 


Clad in theſe arms divine, ULxssEs' ſon, 
Inſtead of his accuſtom'd buckler, takes 150 
Toe dreadful cegis, which MIN ERA ſent 
By Igls the ſwift meſlenger of Heaven. 


His buckler IR is had convey'd away 
Without 
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Without his knowledge, placing in his ſtead 


The cegis dreadful to the God's themſelves. 155 


Accoutred thus, he quits in haſte the camp, 
T' avoid the flames; with a loud voice he calls 
The chiefs of th' army round him, and his voice 
Reanimates the almoſt loſt allies. 

In the young warrior's eyes a fire divine 160 
Sparkles ; compos'd, and all-ſerene, he ſcems, 
Attentive to give orders, as an old, 

Experienc'd maſter of a family 

Applies himſelf to regulate his houſe, 

And t inſtruct his children; but is ſwift, 165 
Rapid in execution; like a ſtream i 
Impetuous flowing, that not only rolls 

With violence its foaming wave, but draws 


Deep- laden veſſels with it in its courſe. 


NesToR, and PHILOCTETEs, with the chiefs 
Of the Mandurians, and th' other ſtates, 
Feel, in the perſon of ULyssEs' ſon, 
An unaccountable authority, 
Which no one can reſiſt, Experience fails 
The old men, all the wiſdom of the chiefs 175 


Avails them nought ; diſtruſt and jealouſy, 
| 80 
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So natural to men, is felt no more: 
TELEMACHUS in ſilence all admire; 

Without reflection made, all range themſelves 

T” obey the orders of ULyssEs' ſon, 180 
As if they'd been accuſtom'd to obey. 

He advances ; mounts a hill, whence he obſerves 
The diſpoſition of the enemy; 

Then all at once determines to go round, 

T” attack them, now into diſorder thrown 185 
By th' effort made to ſet the camp on fire. 

He marches round ; the moſt experienc'd chiefs 
All follow him. The Daunians he attacks 

Full in the rear, and at the very time 

When they ſuppos'd the army of th' allies 190 
Envelop'd in the flames. Surpris'd, confus'd, 
They fall beneath TELEMACHUS's hand, 

As leaves in the decline of autumn fall, 

Vhen the bleak North, with winter in his train, 
Cauſes the aged foreſt-trees to groan, 195 
And all their branches ſhakes. The ground is 

ſtrew'd 
Wich bodies by TELEMACHUSs o'erthrown. 
ADRASTUS” youngeſt ſon, IPpH1CLEs nam'd, 
He pierces to the heart. This youth preſum'd 


T1” oppoſe himſelf in combat, to preſerve 200 
His 
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His father's life, who by ULvss8s' fon 

Had nearly been ſurpris'd. ULysszs' ſon 

And young IrnicLes were both beautiful, 

Both full of vigour, courage, and addreſs, 

Of the ſame ſtature both, of equal grace, 205 
Of the ſame age, and by their parents both 

Alike belov'd and cheriſh'd; but IpHICLES 

Was like a blooming flower of the field, 

Deſtin'd to fall beneath the mower's ſithe. 
TELEMACHUs EUPHORION next o'erthrows, 210 
Of all the Lydians to Etruria come, 

The braveſt, Laſt, he pierces, with his ſword, 
CLEOMENES, a newly-married youth, 

Who boaſting promis'd to bring home t' his bride 
The precious ſpoils of conquer'd enemies, 215 


But who was fated ne'er to ſee her more. 


ApRkasrus, when he ſaw IpHicEs ain, 
With many other chiefs, and victory 
Snatch'd from his hands, was overcome with rage. 
PHALANTHUSs, almoſt ſinking at his feet, 2.20 
Was like a half-ſlain victim that eſcapes, 
Struggling, from under the ſacrific knife, 


And from the altar flies. One moment more, 
And 
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And the Laconian chief had fall'n ſubdued 
Beneath ADpRASTUs' arm. 


15 


225 


PaaLAaNnTHUs, bath'd 


In his own blood, and in the blood of thoſe 
Around him, hears TELEMAcHus's cries 
Advancing to his aid, Life, almoſt gone, 
That inſtant is reſtor'd him, and the cloud 
Which overſpread his eyes, at once diſpers'd. 
The Daunians, on this unforeſeen aſſault, 
PHALANTHUS quit, t' attack and to repel 

A much more formidable enemy. 


ADRASTUS furious as a tiger ſeems, 


Which he was juſt preparing to devour, 
TELEMACHUS ſeeks him in the thickeſt fight, 


Io end at once the war, and rid th' allies 


Of their implacable and deadly foe. 


But 'twas not ſo decreed by JUPITER, 
To grant ULysses? ſon a victory 
So prompt and eaſy, Nay, MinsRva too 


230 


- 


235 * 
From whom th' aſſembled ſhepherds ſnatch the prey, 


240 


Was willing he ſhould further hardſhips prove, 


That he the better might be taught to reign, 
Th' impious ADRASTvUs therefore for a while 


245 


Was 
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Was by the father of the Gods preſery'd, 

To give TELEMACHUs a further ſpace, 

More glory, and more virtue to acquire. 

A lowering cloud, that darken'd all the air, 250 
No ſav'd the Daunians ; dreadful thunder ſpake 
The pleaſure of the Gods. One would have thought 
Th' eternal vaults of heaven were tumbling down 
On th' heads of feeble mortals lightning flaſh'd 
From pole to pole; its ſubtile, piercing fires 255 
Dazzle the eyes one moment, and the next 
Darkneſs and night ſucceed, A heavy ſhower 

Of rain, that inſtant falling, alſo ſerves 


To ſeparate the armies, 


Of this aid 200 
Afforded by the Gods, ApRAsTUs took 
Preſent advantage, thoughtleſs of their power; 
And merited by this ingratitude, 
To be reſerv'd for a ſeverer fate. 
He with all haſte now paſs'd his troops between 
The half-burnt camp on one ſide, and a marſh 
Extending to the river: this he did 
With ſo much expedition, ſo much {&:]l, 


That this retreat of his diſplay'd a mind 


Preſent in danger, fruitful in reſource. 270 
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Encourag'd by TELEMAcnvs, th' allies 

Attempted to purſue, but from their hands, 

Thus favour'd by the tempeſt, he eſcap'd, 

As riſing ſwift of wing a bird eſcapes 

The fowler's net. Th” allies thought now no more 

But of returning forthwith to their camp, | 

There to repair their loſs. On ent'ring it, 

They ſaw the diſmal conſequents of war; 

The ſick and wounded men, who had not ſtrength 

To quit their tents, and to ſecure themſelves 280 

From the devouting flames, half-burnt appear'd ; 

With plaintive, dying voice, tow'rds Heav'n they 
rais'd 

Moſt dolorous cries. TELEMACHus's heart 

Was deeply touch'd, nor could he at the ſight 

Refrain from tears; full oft, with horror ſeiz'd, 

And pity, he would turn away his eyes: 

Theſe half-dead bodies he was ſhock'd to ſee, 

Devoted to a long and painful death. 

Like fleſh of victims on the altar burnt, 


Wich with its odour fills the ambient air, 290 | 


Theſe miſerable ſpectacles appear'd. 
Alas! exclaim'd TELEMACHus, behold 
The miſeries that ſtill attend on war! 
C What 
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What madneſs prompts unhappy men, whoſe life 
Iz but a ſpan, and that with ſorrow fill'd, 295 
To haſten death, that is ſo near at hand; 

To add fo many dread calamities 


To the misfortunes of ſo ſhort a life ? 


All men are brethren, yet, more cruel far 


Than beaſts of prey, each other they devour. 300 
Lions war not with lions, nor engage 

Tigers with tigers; they at leaſt attack 

A different ſpecies. Man alone, it ſeems, 

Who boaſts of reaſon, does what animals, 

That are devoid of reaſon, never do. 305 
But why theſe wars? Is there not ſoil enough 
On this extended globe, to give to men, 

To all men, more than they can cultivate ? 

What tracts of land remain unoccupied, 

Not to be fill'd by all the human race ! 310 
Falſe glory then, ambition to acquire 

The empty name of conqueror, leads a prince 
To ſpread the all- deſtructive flames of war 
Through countries far and wide; one ſingle man, 
Sent by the vengeance of the Gods on earth, 315 
Thus ſacrificing to his vanity, 


Without remorſe, ſuch numbers of mankind. 


E' en all muſt periſh in one general wreck, 
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All ſwim in blood, or be by Names deyour'd ; 
And all that may eſcape the ſword or fire, 320 
Muſt to more dreadful famine be expos'd; 
That this one man, who ſports wn human woes, 


May in this gen'ral devaſtation find 


Pleaſure and glory. How deteſtabl 

How deſpicable, are the men who thus 325 

Forget the feelings of humanity |! 

So far from demi-gods, they ſcarce are men : 

Inſtead of being admir'd, they ought to be 

The execration of the human race. 

How much ought kings to be upon their guard 330 

In undertaking wars ! which ought to be, 

By all means, juſt; nay, more than this, to be 

E'en neceſſary for the public weal. 

The people's blood ſhould not be lightly ſhed ; 
Never, but for the ſafety of the ſtate, 335 

And when extreme neceſſity requires. 

But flatt'ring counſels, falſe ideas form'd 

Of glory; idle, groundleſs jealouſies ; 

Exceſſive av'rice, that conceals itſelf 

Under fair pretexts; and engagements form'd 340 

Inſenſibly ;—are cauſes that betray 

Kings almoſt always into fruitleſs wars, 

In which, without the leaſt neceſſity, 
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They hazard ev'ry thing, and injure too 
As much their ſubjects as their enemies. 345 
Thus did TELEMACHUs reaſon and reflect. 


But not contented only to deplore, 
He ſtrove to mitigate the ills of war. 
He went himſelf from tent to tent t' aſſiſt 
The ſick and dying; he diſtributed 350 
Money and medicines for their relief; 
By friendly and familiar converſe chear'd 
And comforted their drooping hearts; and thoſe 
He had not leiſure t' attend himſelf, | 
He viſited by others, and relicv'd. 355 


Among the Cretans who attended him, 

Were two old men, one call'd PRAUMA PHIL Us, 

The name of th' other was Nosorhudus. 

TRAUMAPHILUS had erſt accompanied 

IpomeNevs to Troy; and had been taught, 360 

By ASCULAPIUS' ſons, the healing art. 

Into the deepeſt, moſt envenom'd wounds, 

A liquor odoriferous he pour'd, 

That ate away the dead, corrupted fleth, 

And made inciſion needleſs ; and that form'd 363 

New fleſh more ſound, and fairer than the firſt. 
Nos0PHUGUS 
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NosoPHUGUS indeed had never ſeen 

The ſons of /EScULAPIUs, but poſſeſs'd, 

By favour of MER1oNts, a book 

Myſterious, facred, and which had been giv'n 370 
By AscuLaP1vs to his ſons. Beſides, 
Nosorhocus was by the Gods belov'd ; 

Some hymns in honour of LaToNaA's race 

He had compos'd ; he offer'd ev'ry day 0 
In ſacrifice a white and ſpotleſs ſheep 375 
To Pfokzus, who had oft aſſiſted him 

By inſpiration. Soon as he had ſeen 

A patient, he that inſtant, by his eyes, 

By his complexion, by his form ana make, 

And reſpiration, knew his malady. 380 
He ſometimes ſudorihc medicines gave, 

And by ſucceſs that way demonſtrated, 

How perſpiration leſſen'd or increas'd 

Diforders, or relieves the human frame. 

Sometimes in languid caſes he preſcrib'd 385 
Such drinks as gradually fortified 

The noble parts, and prov'd reſtorative, 

As ſweet'ners of the blood. But he affirm'd, 

"I 'was want of virtue, want of reſolution, 
Occaſion'd men ſo oft to ſtand in need 390 
Of medicine, It is a ſhame, ſaid he, 


GE: :: For 


-- CC , ]—˖̃§,C— — 
= _— —— — — — 


22 THE ADVENTURES Book XVII. 


For men to have ſo many maladies; 

For virtuous conduct ſtill produces health: 

By their intemperance, continued he, 

They into mortal poiſon turn the food - 395 
That was intended to preſerve their life. 
Immoderate pleaſures ſhorten life much more 
Than remedies can lengthen out its ſpace. 

The poor are not, through want of nouriſhment, 
So often out of health, as are the rich 409 
By feeding to exceſs. Such aliments, 

As too much pleaſe the pamper'd appetite, 


| Poiſon inſtead of nouriſhment convey. 


E'en remedies themſelves are real ills, 

That injure nature, and ſhould not be us'd 405 
Unleſs in caſes of neceſſity. 

The true, grand remedy, that's always ſafe, 

And always uſeful, is ſobriety, 

Temp'rance in pleaſures, quietneſs of mind, 

And exerciſe of body, By ſuch means 419 
Is generated pure and wholeſome blood, 

And all ſuperfluous humours are thrown off, 
Thus did the wiſe Nosoph Us appear 

Leſs admirable for his remedies, 


Than for the regimen which he preſcrib'd 415 
| For 
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For the prevention of diſeaſe, to make 
The uſe of medicines needleſs, 


Theſe two men 
Were by TeLEMAcnvus employ'd t attend 
The ſick of th' army: by their remedies 420 
Were many cur'd; but ſtill more by their care 
To ſee them properly attended to. 
Their chief care Vas, to keep them neat and clean, 
By theſe means to prevent unwholeſome air; 
To make them, on recovery, obſerve 425 
A regimen of ſtrict ſobriety. 
The ſoldiers, grateful for th' aſſiſtance giv'n, 
Return'd their thanks to Heav'n, for having ſent 
TELEMACHUS to th' army of th' allies. 


Doubtleſs, ſaid they, he's ſomething more than 
man z 4.30 

He's ſome beneficent divinity 
Under a human form; or, if a man, 
Reſembles more the Gods, than other men: 
His whole employ on earth, is doing good. 
He, by his goodneſs and his gentleneſs, 435 
More amiable than by his valour, ſeems. 


O could we have him for our king! but he 
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For ſome more happy people is reſerv'd, 
Whom the Gods cheriſh, willing to renew 
For them the golden age. 440 


UL vssxs' fon 
Going by night to viſit all the camp, 
To guard againſt ApRasTvus' ſtratagems, 
Theſe praiſes heard, unmixt with flattery ; 
Not ſuch as thoſe which flatt'rers oft beſtow 445 
Oa princes to their face, as if they thought 
Princes no ſhare of modeſty poſſeſs'd, 
Nor ſenſe of delicacy ; and that all 
Which was requir'd, their favour to obtain, 
Was but to load them with exceſſive praiſe. 450 
None but the true could pleaſe ULxssEs' ſon 
No other praiſe could he endure, but ſuch 
As was in ſecret, at a diſtance, giv'n, 
And what he really merited, His heart 
Was not inſenſible to praiſe like this; 455 
He felt that ſweet and pure delight annex'd 
By Heav'n to virtue only, and of which 
The wicked, having ne'er experienc'd it, 
Can neither have conception, nor belief. 
But he indulg'd not in it t' excels ; 460 
Inſtant came crowding on his mind the faults 
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He had committed ; nor did he forget 

His natural haughtineſs and pride of heart, 

And his indifPrence for the reſt of men 

He felt a ſecret ſhame for being born 465 
Of that unfeeling and ferocious turn, 
And ſhowing ſo much inhumanity. 

He to the wife Minerva all the praiſe, 

And all the glory he receiv'd, aſcrib'd, 

And which he thought by him unmerited. 470 


'T was you, ſaid he, great Goddels, that beſtow'd 
Mero t' inſtruct, to guide me, and correct 
My natural depravity, Tis you 
That make me wiſe to profit by my faults, 

And to diſtruſt myſelf; *tis you reſtrain 475 
My furious paſſions ; you, that make me feel 

The pleaſure of relieving the diſtreſs'd: 

I ſhould be hated, were it not for you, 


And ſhould deſerve to be fo ; but for you, 


I ould commit irreparable faults, 480 


Le like an infant, who, inſenſible 
Of h's own want of ftrength, his mother quits, 


And in an inſtant totters to the ground, 


Nr5ToR and PfILocrETES were amaz'd 
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To fee TELEMAchus ſo gentle grown, '485 
So attentive t* oblige, ſo prompt t' aſſiſt, 

So active in preventing ev'ry want. 

They knew not what to think of it; to-them 
No longer the ſame perſon he appear'd. 

What more ſurpris'd them was, the care he took 
Of HiPpias' obſcquies; he went himſelf 

To draw his bloody and disfigur'd corſe 

From where it lay amidſt a heap of lain : 

O'er it he ſhed ſome pious tears, and ſaid, 

O great, illuſtrious ſhade ! thou know'ſt at laſt 
How much I priz'd thy valour. It is true, 
Thy haughtineſs inccns'd me, but thy faults 
Proceeded only from too ardent youth ; 

I know how much that period pardon needs; 
We ſhould have been at laſt ſincerely friends 

I alſo was to blame ; why, O ye Gods, 

Why was he ſnatch'd away, ere I had time 

T' engage his love? 


T ELEMACHUS then caus'd 
The corſe with ſcented liquors to be waſh'd, 505 
And order'd to be rais'd a funeral pile. 
The lofty pines bencath the hatchet's ſtrokes 


Groaning fall headlong from the mountain-tops- 
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The oaks, the ancient offspring of the earth, 

That ſeem'd to threaten Heav'n, the poplars tall, 

The elms, with thick and verdant foliage crown'd, 

And beech, the glory of the foreſts, roll 

Down to the borders of Galeſus' ſtream, 

There, regularly built, a pile is rais'd ; 

The flame burſts forth, the ſmoke in rolling ſpires 

Mounts up tow'rds heaven, With mournful ſteps 
and flow 

March the Laconians, with their pikes revers'd, 

And down-caſt eyes; on their hard viſages 

Appears a cloud of grief, and flowing tears. 

Next in proceſſion PHERECYDES came, 520 

Leſs by his age bow'd down, than by his grief 

For HiePlas loſt, whom he from infancy 

Had educated, Up tow'rds Heav'n he rais'd 

His hands and ſtreaming eyes. Since HiPP1as died 

He had refus'd all nouriſhment, not once 525 

Had ſyreet ſleep clos'd his eyes, nor had he felt 

A moment's intermiſſion of his pain. 

After the crowd, with trembling ſteps he mov'd, 

And went he knew not whither. Not a word 

Eſcap'd his lips, his heart in ſorrow ſunk, 530 

Dejection, and deſpair. But when he ſaw 


The lighted pile, he all at once appear'd 


Furious 5 
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F urious; O Hippias, he exclaim'd, no more 
Shall I behold thee ! HIPIAS is no more, 

And I live till! O Hieetas my belov'd, 535 
"T was I, relentleſs and unpitiful, 

That taught thee to deſpiſe the fear of death. 

] once believ'd thy hands would cloſe my eyes, 
And thou receive my lateſt breath. O Gods! 
Ye cruel Gods! that but prolong my life, 540 
To make me witneſs HIFI AS' fatal end! 

O child belov'd, whom with ſuch tender care 

I brought up, never ſhall I ſee thee more 

But I ſhall ſee thy mother die of grief, 

Who will reproach me with thy death ; ſhall ſee 
Thy young wife beat her boſom, tear her hair, 
And I the cauſe of all. Beloved ſhade ! 

Call me, O call me, to the ſhades below; 

The light is odious to me ; thee alone, 

Thee, my dear HiPPlas, only would I ſee, 550 
HiePlas, my deareſt HiPP1as, I but live 

To pay the laſt ſad duty to thy aſhes, 


Mean-while, extended on a bier, adorn'd 
With purple, gold, and filver, HIpIAs' corſe 
Advanc'd, Though death had quench'd his ray- 


leſs orbs, 555 
It 
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It had not all his beauty yet eſfac'd ; 

On his pale countenance the graces ſtill 

In part were ſeen ; around his ſnow-white neck, 
Down on his ſhoulder ſunk, his long black hair 
Hung floating, and more beautiful appear'd 560 
Than that of Arrs, or of GANYMEDE : 


Now to be burnt to aſhes ; on his fide 


Was ſeen the wound through which the life-blood 


flow'd, 
And which had ſent him to the realms of night. 


TELEMACHUS, with fad, dejected air, 565 

Cloſe following, ftrew'd the corſe with fragrant 
flow'rs. | 
When at the pile arriv'd, ULYs5Es' ſon, 
As he beheld the flame conſume the ſtuffs 
That wrapt the body, now ſhed tears afreſh, 
Adieu, he cried, O H1ee1as, valiant youth! 570 
dare not call thee by the name of friend; 
O ſhade, who haſt fo great renown acquir'd, 
Be now appeas'd ! I, if I lov'd thee not, 
Thy happineſs ſhould envy, who art freed 
From all the miſeries we ſtill endure, 575 
And haſt the nobleſt path of glory trod. 
tow happy were it, ſuch an end to find! 
D May 


30 THE ADVENTURES Book XVII. 


May thy ſhade paſs, without impediment, 

The Stygian waters; may th' Elyſian fields 

Be open to thee ; fame to ev'ry age 580 
Report thee, and thy aſhes reſt in peace !. 


Theſe words, with mingled ſighs, were ſcarce 
pronounc'd, 

When all the troops, with lamentations loud, 
Bemoan'd the loſs of HiePras, whoſe exploits 
They now recounted : forrow for his death, 585 
Recalling all his virtuous qualities, 
Obliterates the memory of his faults, 
Proceeding, whether from the heat of youth, 
Or education: but they were ſtill more 
Aﬀected with the tender ſentiments 590 
TELEMACHus expreſs'd. Is this, ſaid they, 
That young Greek once ſo haughty, and ſo proud, 
Diſdainful, and intractable? Behold, 
How gentle, tender, and humane, he's grown; 
Doubtleſs Mix ERVA, who fo great regard 595 
Had for his father, loves him too; no doubt, 
She gave him the moſt valuable gifts 
Of all that Heav'n on mortals can beſtow, 


When ſhe, with wiſdom, gave him too a heart 


To friendſhip ſenſible, 600 


The 


Boox XVII, OF TELEMACHUS. 31 


The body now 
Was by the flames conſum'd. ULrssks' ſon 
Sweet- ſcented liquor on the aſhes pour'd 
Still ſmoking; then into a golden urn, 
With flow'ry wreaths adorn'd, the aſhes put, 60 5 
And bore the urn to where PHALANTHUSs lay 
Cover'd with wounds; who, in his weakeſt ſtate, 


Had death's terrific gates almoſt in view. 


Sent by ULyssEs' fon, TRAUMAPHILUS 

Had, with Nos0PHUGUS, afforded him 610 
All th' aſſiſtance of their art: his ſoul 
Ready to take its flight, they by degrees, 
As *twere, recall'd ; his ſpirits were reſtor' d 
Inſenſibly ; a ſoft and healing pow'r, 
A pleaſing warmth now thrill'd through ev'ry 

Vein, 615 
And ſnatch'd him from the icy hand of death, 
His ſtrength increaſing, ſtraight ſucceeded grief ; 
He now began to feel his brother's loſs, 
To which he was, till then, inſenſible. 
Alas! ſaid he, why take ſuch mighty pains 620 
To fave a wretched life? *T were better far 
For me to die, and be where HiPplas is. 
Cloſe by my fide he fell! I ſaw him fall; 

D 2 O HipPLas, 
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O Hipe1as, once the comfort of my life, 

My brother, my dear brother, thou'rt no more 3 
I never more ſhall ſee thee, never more 

Hear thee, embrace thee, tell thee of my pain, 
Or try t' alleviate thine, O cruel Gods, 

Hoſtile to men! my Hiep1as is no more: 

Is't poſſible? But is it not a dream: 630 
Ah; *tis too true! O Haipptas, thee I've loſt, 

I ſaw thee die, and I'm content to live, 

I' avenge thy death; I fain would ſacrifice 

The fel! ApRAsrus with thy blood diſtain'd, 

A victim to thy manes, x 635 


All the while 
PHALANTHUS thus was ſpeaking, the two men, 
Of th' healing art divine, with anxious care 
Were ſtriving t' appeaſe and ſoothe his grief, 
Leſt it ſhould aggravate his malady, 640 
And fruſtrate all the remedies applied ; 
When all at once TELEMACHUs appears. 
Contrary paſſions in his breaſt at firſt 
PHALANTHUS felt contending ; he retain'd 
A deep reſentment of what had ſo late 645 
Between TELEMACHUs and HiPP1As pals'd ; 
And this reſeritment was become more keen 
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By grief for H1PPtas loſt, On th' other hand, | 
He could not but be ſenſible, his life 

Was by TELEMACHvs's valour ſaved, 650 
Who from ApRASsTs' hands had reſcued him, 
Bleeding almoſt to death. But when he ſaw 

The golden urn that H1ppas' aſhes held, 

His brother's dear remains, at once he ſhed 1 
A flood of tears, embrac'd ULysses' ſon, 565 
But had not pow'r at firſt to ſpeak a word : 

With languid voice, and intermingled ſobs, 

At length he faid ; 


ULyssEs' worthy ſon, 
Your virtue hath perforce engag'd my love; 600 
To you I owe theſe ſmall remains of life, 
So ſoon to have an end; to you I owe 
Something till dearer, Were it not for you, 
My brother's corſe had been to birds a prey 
His ſhade, depriv'd of ſepulture, had been 665 
Wand'ring in miſery on the banks of Styx, 
By the relentleſs CH ARO ſtill repuls'd. 
Muſt I to him, I ſs much hated, owe 
So great a kindneſs? O, reward him, Heav'n, 
And reſcue me from ſo diſtreſs'd a life! 670 
Only, TELEMACHvs, perform for me 

D 3 The 
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The laft ſad duties to my brother paid, 
That nothing may be wanting to complete 
Your glor Yo 


At theſe words PHALANTHUs ſeem'd 
Caſt down, exhauſted with exceſs of grief. 
TELEMAchus ſtood near him, nor preſum'd 
To ſpeak, but waited till his ſtrength return'd. 
PRALANTHVUs, when recover'd from his ſwoon, 
Took from TELEMAcHus's hands the urn, 680 
Then kiſſing, bath'd it with his tears; and ſaid, 
Precious remains ! when ſhall my aſhes be 
In the ſame urn inclos d? O Hiep1as, thee, 
Thee will I follow to the realms below : 
TELEMACHUS will both our deaths avenge. 685 


Mean-while PHaLAanTHus' health from day to 
day 

Grew better, by the care of thoſe two men 
In AscuLaPius' heav'nly ſcience vers'd, 
TELEMACHUS himſelf, to render them 
Still more attentive to advance the cure, 690 
Attended conſtantly ; while every one 
Admir'd ſtill more the goodneſs of his heart, 


In ſuccouring his greateſt enemy, 
of E'en 


Book 
Een 
And 
At th 
Activ 
His 1 
By th 
At ev 
Or vi 
Whic 


At the 


Such 
Full o 
Liv'd, 
To ſet 
A patt 
As th' 
Judgin 
The m 
Submit 
Inſteac 
Strong 
The ſc 
Attend 
And hi 
His lin 


F'en than the valour he diſplay'd in fight, 

And conduct in preſerving the allies. 695 
At the ſame time TTELEMACHUs appear'd 

Active t' encounter all the toils of war; 

His ſleep was ſhort, and interrupted oft 

By the intelligence which he receiv'd 

At every hour of night, as well as day, 700 
Or viſiting each quarter of the camp, 

Which he ne'er practis'd two ſucceſſive nights 
At the ſame hour, the better to ſurpriſe 

ouch as were off their guard, He to his tent 
Full oft return'd, cover'd with ſweat and duſt; 705 
Liv'd, as the ſoldiers, on the plaineſt food, 

To ſet before the eyes of all the troops 

A pattern of ſobriety and patience, 

As th' army was but ſcantily ſupplied, 


Judging it prudent to anticipate 710 


The murmurs of the ſoldiers, he himſelf 
Submitted to the hardſhips they endur'd. 

Inſtead of being weaken'd by fatigue, 

Stronger and hardier he each day became; 

The ſofter graces he began to loſe, 715 
Attendant on the bloom of early youth; 

And his complexion now more manly grew, 

His limbs more nervous, firm, and muſcular, 
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Telemachus being perſuaded, in conſequence of ſeveral 
dreams, that his father Ulylſes is uo longer upon 
earth, puts in execution his d:fign of going to 
feek him in the realms below, He withdraws 
from the camp, attended by two Cretans, as far as 
a temple near the famous cavern of Acherontia. 
He plunges into it through the darkneſs that ſur- 
rounded him, arrives on the borders of the Styx, 
and Charon receives him into his boat. He goes 
and preſents himself before Pluto, whom he finds 
prepared to grant him permiſſion to ſeek his father, 
He paſſes through Tartarus, where he ſees the 
torments inflicted on the ungrateful, on the per- 


jured, on hypocrites, and eſpecially on bad kings. 
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DRASTUS, who conſiderable loſs 

Had ſuffer'd in the fight, was now retir'd 
Behind the mountain Aulon, there to wait 
For freſh ſupplies of neceſlary things, 
And hoping to ſurpriſe his foes once more : 5 
Like a fierce, hungry lion, that from the fold 
Repuls'd, returns into the foreſt-ſhade, 
Enters his den, there whets his teeth and claws, 
And a more favourable time awaits, 


Wherein to ſeize his prey, 10 


ULyssEs? 


40 THE ADVENTURES 


ULyssEs' ſon, 
Having eſtabliſhed, throughout all the camp, 
Th' exaCteſt diſcipline, now turn'd his thoughts 
On executing a deſign he'd form'd, 
And which from all the chiefs he kept conceal'd. 
For ſome time paſt he'd been diſturb'd at night 
By dreams, that repreſented to his view 
His fire UL yssEs. This dear image Mill 
Tow'rds the concluſion of the night return'd, 
Ere yet the morn had, by its rifing fires, 20 
Chas'd from the face of Heav'n th' inconſtant 
ſtars, | 
And ſleep, accompanied by flitting dreams, 
From th' eyes of mortals. At one time he ſeem'd 
To ſee ULxssEs in a happy ile, 
Naked, upon the borders of a ſtream, 25 
And in a flow'r-enamel'd meadow, where 
Surrounding nymphs were throwing tow'rds him, 
Apparel to put on. Sometimes he thought 
He heard him, in a palace bright with gold 
And iv*ry, ſpeaking amidft crowds of men 30 
With flow'ry garlands crown'd, who liſt'ying 
ſeem'd FP. 

With admiration and delight. Full oft 

5 UL yssEs 


Book XVIII. 


Boox XVIII, OF TELEMAC HUS. 41 


ULyssEs would appear as in the midſt 

Of feaſts, where nought but joy and pleaſure 
reign'd, 

And where a ſoft, melodious voice was heard, 35 

According with a lyre of ſound more ſweet 

Than that of PHotBus, or the Muſes' voice. 


TELEMACHUs, on waking, felt his heart 
Oppreſt with grief, from theſe, tho? pleaſing dreams. 
O my dear father ! he exclaim'd, to me 40 
More pleaſing far were the moſt frightful dreams. 
Theſe images of happineſs declare, 

That you're deſcended to the tranquil ſeats 

Of bleſſed ſouls, whoſe virtue Heav'n rewards 

With everlaſting peace. Th' Elyſian fields, 45 

No doubt, were repreſented to my view. 

How miſerable, to be void of hope! 

You, my dear father, never ſhall I fee, 

Him, who fo dearly lov'd me, ne'er embrace, 

And whom I have with ſo much labour ſought, 50 

That tongue, whence wiſdom flow'd, I ne'er ſhall 
hear, 

Thoſe hands ne'er kiſs, thoſe dear, victorious 
hands, 


That have fo many enemies ſubdued ! 
E Ah! 
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Ah ! never ſhall be puniſh'd by thoſe hands 
Th' audacious ſuitors of PENRLOPR, 55 


Or ITHACA recover ſrom her fall. 

O Gods, my father's enemies! you ſend” 

Theſe fatal dreams, t- extinguiſh in my breaſt - 
All hope, which is t extinguiſh life itſelf, 

In this ſuſpenſe I can no longer live. 60 
What ſaid I? ah! I'm but too well aſſur'd, 

My father is no more: I'll ſeek his ſhade 

In PLuTo's realms. In ſafety thither went 
THresEvs, the impious THEsEus, who aſſay'd 
To outrage the infernal Deities ; 65 
And I, by piety conducted, go. 

Thither deſcended HERCULES: tis true, 

Jam not HerCULEs ; but ſome degree 

Of glory 'tis, to dare to tread his ſteps. 

And ORrHEus by the ſtory of his woes 70 
The heart of that God mov'd, who is deſcrib'd 
Inexorable: he of him obtain'd 

EvRyYDiIce's return to light and life. 

I more deſerving of compaſſion ſeem, 

Than Orrnevs ; for my loſs is greater far. 75 
A young maid, one of many more alike, 

Who to the wiſe ULyssEs would compare, 


A hero by all Graces ſo much admir'd ? 


Come - 
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Come then, and let us, if it muſt be ſo, 
Encounter death. Why ſhould we fear to die, 80 
Since we are born t' endure ſo much in life? 

O PLuTo! O PRoSERPINE | I ſoon ſhall prove, 
Whether you are indeed ſo pitileſs, 

As common fame reports you. O my father ! 

I, who o'er lands and ſeas have roam'd in vain, 85 
Now to the gloomy manſions of the dead 

Will go in ſearch of you. The Gods at leaſt, 
Who will not let me have you here on earth, 
Under the light of Heav'n, will not refuſe 

To let me ſee your ſhade in PLUT0's reaams. go 


As he faid this, TELEMACHUs bedew'd 
His bed with tears; inſtant he roſe, and ſought, 
By the returning, cheerful light of day, 
To diſſipate the heart-corroding grief 
Thoſe dreams had caus'd him; but 'twas like a 
ſhaft, 95 
Whoſe point had pierc'd his heart, and which he 
bore 
With him where'er he went. In this diſtreſs, 
He at a celebrated place, that lay 
At no great diſtance from the camp, reſolv'd 
To take his paſſage to the realms below. I00 
E 2 The 
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The place was Acherontia call'd, for there 

Open'd a frightful cavern leading down 

To Acheron, by which the Gods themſelyes 

Not without horror ſwear. Built on a rock, 

The city had th' appearance of a neſt 105 

High- ſeated in a tree: cloſe at the foot 

Of this rock, was that gaping cavern plac'd, 

Which fearful mortals never dar'd t' approach. 

Shepherds with care thence turn'd aſide their flocks: 

The ſulph'rous vapour of the Stygian bog, 110 

Which through this opening conſtantly exhal'd, 

The air infected; all around there grew 

Nor herb, nor flow'r; the genial Zephyrs there 

Were never felt; the riſing bloom of ſpring, 

And autumn's ripen'd fruits, were there unknown, 

The parch'd ground languiſh'd; a few leaflels 
ſhrubs, 

And diſmal cypreſs-trees, alone were ſeen, 

Ev*n for ſome diſtance round, her golden crops 

CEREs refus'd to yield. Bacchus in vain 

Seem'd there to promiſe his heart-cheering fruits; 

The grape, inſtead of rip'ning, died away. 

No cryſtal ſtream the penſive Naiads pour'd ; 

Still bitter and diſturb'd the waters flow'd. 


In that drear ſpot, with briars and thorns o'ergrown, 
No 
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No birds e' er ſung, or found a ſhelt'ring grove 
To chant their loves, they fought a milder Heav'n, 
There nothing but the croaking noiſe was heard, 
Of ravens, and the doleful voice of owls. 

The graſs itſelf was bitter, and the flocks 

That graz'd it, never felt th' enlivening joy 130 
That makes them ſkip and friſk around. The bull 
Heedleſs forſook the heifer, and the ſwain 
Dejected laid aſide his pipe and flute. 


Up from this cavern roſe, from time to time, 
A thick, black ſmoke, that turn'd the light of day 
Into a kind of night. The people round 
Their oft rings then redoubled, t' appeaſe 
1” infernal Deities : men, in the prime 
Of life, and in the tend'reſt bloom of youth, 
Were oft the only victims ſacrific'd 140 
To theſe relentleſs, cruel Deities, 


By a contagious, ſuffocating peſt. 


IT'was in this ſpot TELEMACHUs reſolv'd 
To ſeek his way to PLVro's dark domain. 
MIxERVa, who with never-ceaſing care 145 
Watch'd o'er, and with her cegis cover'd him, 
Had Pruro pre- engaged in his behalf, 
E 3 At 
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At her requeſt ev'n JuP1TER had giv'n 

Orders to Mercury (who daily goes 

To PLuTo's manſions, to deliver up 150 
To CHaRoN's charge a number of the dead) 

To tell the ſov'reign of the ſhades, to grant 


A free admittance to ULxssEs' fon. 


TELEMACHUs from the camp withdrew by 
night; 
And, by the moon's clear light as he advanc'd, 
Invok'd that pow'rful Goddeſs, who in Heav'n 
Is the bright planet of the night, on earth 
The chaſte Diana, in the realms below 
The formidable HEcaTE, His pray'r 
Was by this Goddeſs favourably heard, 160 
Becauſe the motives of his heart were pure, 


Induc'd by filial piety and love. 


Near th' entrance of the cavern now arriv'd, 
He heard the ſubterrancan empire ring. 
Earth trembled under him; the heav'ns above 165 
Were arm'd with lightnings, and with fires, that 
ſeem'd 
To be each moment falling on the earth, 


TELEMACHUS's youthful heart was mov'd ; 
With 
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With a cold ſweat his limbs were all bedew'd: 

His courage ſtill ſuſtain'd him, and to Heav'n 170 

His hands and eyes up-rais'd—Great Gods, he 
cry'd, 

Theſe omens I accept; and I preſume 

To deem them fortunate 3 complete your work, 

He ſaid, and, haſt'ning, ventur'd boldly on. 


The thick ſmoke at the cavern's mouth, that 
prov'd I75 
Fatal to ev'ry creature that approach'd, 
Was all at once diſpers'd. Th' infectious ſtench 


* Now for a ſhort time ceas'd. ULyYssEs' fon 


Enter'd alone : what mortal elſe had dar'd 

To follow him ? Two Cretans, who had come 180 
With him a certain diſtance from the ſpot, 

To whom he had entruſted his deſign, 

Half dead and trembling, thence a good way off, 
Stood in a temple, off ring up their vows, 
Deſpairing ever to behold him more. 185 


Mean-while ULyssts' ſon, with ſword in hand, 
Plung'd forward through the dreadful, dark pro- 
found, 
Straight he perceives a feeble, glimm'ring light, 
Like 
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Like that which in the night is ſeen on earth. 
The ſhades that hover'd round him he remarks; 
Theſe with his ſword diſpers'd, he then perceives 
The diſmal borders of that oozy ſtream, - 

Whoſe waters creep a ſleepy, ſluggiſh round. 
There an innumerable crowd he ſees 

Of dead, depriv'd of ſepulture, who ſtill 195 
Th' inexorable CHARon court in vain, 

That God, moroſe and old as Time itſelf, 

But ever briſk and vigorous, keeps them off, 
With menaces, and the young Greek at once 
Into his boat receives. ULyssts' fon, 200 
On ent'ring, heard the groanings of a ſhade . 


That could not be conſoled. 


| What is, ſaid he, 
Your cauſe of grief? who were you, when on 
earth? 
I NABOPHARZAN was, replied the ſhade, 205 
King of the proud and lofty Babylon : 
The eaſt all trembled at my very name ; 
I in a marble temple caus'd myſelf, 
As a divinity, to be ador'd 
Was repreſented by a ſtatue of gold, 210 


Before which ſtatue night and day were burnt 
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Rich Ethiopia's coſtlieſt perfumes. 

To contradict me no one e' er preſum'd, 

But he was ſtraightway punifh'd : ev'ry day 

For my delight new pleaſures were devis'd; 215 
I yet was in my prime of youth and ſtrength. | 
Alas ! what proſpects of proſperity 

Had I before me, as a king, t' enjoy |! 

But one whom I lov'd, and who lov'd not me, 

A woman, made me fully ſenſible, 220 
That I was not a God; ſhe poifon'd me; 

I now am nothing; yeſterday with pomp 

My aſhes in a golden urn they plac'd ; 

They wept, they tore their hair; they made a ſhow 
As they'd been eager to have caſt themſelves 225 
Into the flames, upon my funeral pile, 

With me to be conſum'd ; and ſtill they go, 
Lamenting, to that ſtately monument, 

In which they've laid my aſhes ; but in fact 

No one regrets me ; nay, my memory 2.30 
By my own family deteſted is; 

And, here below already I endure 


The moſt diſgraceful treatment, 


At this fight 
TELEMAcuvs, affected, (aid to him; 235 
But 
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But were you really happy while you reign'd ? 
Felt you that ſweet ſerenity and peace, 

Without which till ſhrunk up the heart remains, 
And dead to ev'ry pleaſure and delight ? * 2.40 
No, I conceive not what it is you mean, 

Replied the Babylonian ; of that peace 

The ſages boaſt, as of the only good ; 

For me, I ne'er experienc'd it; my heart 

Was agitated ſtill with new deſires, 245 
And hopes, and fears. I ſtrove with all my might 
To ſtifle and ſuppreſs all ſerious thought 

Under a guſt of paſſion. *T'was my aim, 

To render this incbriated ſtate 

Continual ; for the ſmalleſt interval 2.50 
Of tranquil reaſon had too paintul been, 

Such is the peace that I enjoy'd ; aught elſe 

To me appears a fable or a dream : 


Such are the comforts I regret. 


As thus 255 


The Babylonian ſpoke, he wept, like one 
That, by proſperity enervated, 

Hath never been accuſtom'd to ſupport 
An adverſe fate with conſtancy of mind, 


Near him were certain ſlaves, who had been ſlain 
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To grace his obſequies. Theſe Mercury 

To CHARON had deliver'd with their king, 

And o'er this king, whom they had ſerv'd on earth, 

Had giv'n them abſolute pow'r. Theſe ſhadowy 
ſlaves 

No more the ſhade of NABOPHARZAN fear'd; 265 

Faſt bound in chains they held, and treated him 

With every baſe indignity. One ſaid, 

What ! were not we too men as well as thou ? 

How couldſt thou be ſo ſenſeleſs and abſurd, 

To think thyſelf a God, and not reflect, 270 

That thou waſt of the race of mortal men ? 

Another ſaid, in mockery, — Thou didſt well 

Not to ſuppoſe thyſelf a man, who waſt 

A monſter void of all humanity, 

Another faid—Where are thy flatt'rers now? 275 

Thou, miſerable, haſt no more to give; 

Thy pow'r to injure is no more, become 

Of thy own ſlaves the ſlave, The Gods are ſlow 

In judgment, but their judgments come at laſt, 


At theſe harſh words, down NABOPHARZAN 
fell 280 
Upon his face, tearing his hair with rage, 
And wild deſpair. But CHARON to the ſlaves 
Said, 
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Boc 
Said, drag him by his chain, and raiſe him up Plac 
In ſpite of him; he ſhall not even have 18 
The conſolation to conceal his ſhame. 285 
"Tis fitting, that th' infernal ſhades ſhould be 7 
All witneſſes to juſtify the Gods, On 
Who have ſo long endur'd his impious reign Inge 
Upon the earth. This, Babylonian, is | On 1 
Only a taſte of woe; prepare to meet 290 I. 


- Mixos, th' inexorable judge of hell. 


Mean-while, as thus the dreadful CHARON ſpoke, 
The boat had reach'd the ſhore of PLuTo's realms, 
The ſhades all crowd to ſee this living man, 

Who with the dead in CHaRon's boat appear'd: 
But when TELEMACHUs ſet foot aſhore, 

They fled on th' inſtant, like the ſhades of night, 
By the firſt glimm'ring of the day difpers'd. 

To the young Greek a leſs contracted brow, 


And eyes leſs fierce preſenting, CHARoN ſaid, 300 
O mortal, ſince befriended by the Gods, 
Thou art admitted to the realms of night, 


To all the living inacceſſible ; Gnas 
Whither the deſtinies invite thee, go; Eves h 
Purſue that gloomy path to PLUT0's court, 305 To Hi 
Whom thou wilt ſeated find upon his throne; Was h: 


Places 


IJ am forbid the ſecrets to unfold, 
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Places he'll give thee leave © explore, of which 


TELEMACHUS with haſty ſtrides advanc'd ; 
On ev'ry ſide ſhades hovering round he fees, 310 
Innumerable as the grains of ſand 
On the ſea ſhore ; amidſt this countleſs throng, 
In agitation ſtill on every fide, 

Horror divine invades him, while he marks 

The profound ſilence that around him reign'd. 315 
Th' inexorable PLUTO's dark abodes 

As he approach'd, his hair flood up on end; 
Trembling in every limb, with fault'ring voice, 
He to the God theſe words at length addrefs'd ; 
Before you, dread Divinity, behold 320 


Th” unfortunate ULysses' fon ; I come, 


Anxious to know, whether among the dead 
My father in your empire be, or ſtill | - 


Wandering on earth. 


_— — — ND anon omen — wg” apr * 8 


Upon his ebon throne 325 
Grim Pru ro fat, of viſage pale, ſevere; 
Eyes hollow, ſparkling; ſtern, contracted brow. 
Fx\ * 5 bo . 
1 0 him th” appearance of a living man 
Was hateful, as the light offenſive is 
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To animals that never quit their haunts 330 
But in the night-time. Seated by his fide 

Was PRosSERPINE, the object which alone 
Engag'd his looks, and ſeem'd in ſome degree 

To mollify his heart : though ſhe enjoy'd 

Eternal beauty, with theſe charms divine 335 
A ſomething {till appear'd to be combin'd, 


That of her conſort's ruthleſs turn partook. 


Cloſe at the foot of PLuTo's throne was Death, 
Pale, and devouring, with his ſharp-edg'd ſithe, 
Which he continued whetting. Hovering round 
Were gloomy Cares, with dark Diſtruſt ; Revenge 
Dropping with blood, and cover'd o'er with wounds; 
Hatred unjuſt, ſelf-teaſing Av'rice, 

Deſpair, that on herſelf lays violent hands ; 
Boundleſs Ambition; Treaſon, eager till 345 
To glut herſelf with blood, but ne'er enjoying 
The ills ſhe cauſes ; Envy, that around 

Her mortal poiſon ſpreads, and burns with rage 
For want of pow'r to hurt ; Impiety, 

That for herſelf a deep abyſs prepares, 350 
And plunges headlong into this abyls, 

Of hope bereft ; pale ſpeCtres, phantoms vain, 


That put on the appearance of the dead, 
To 
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To terrify the living ; frightful dreams, 

And watchings, diſmal as the dreams themſelves, 
Grim PLuTo theſe dread images ſurround, 
And fill the palace where he dwells. 


With deep 
And hollow voice, that made all hell reſound, 
He ſternly to TELEMACHUS replied ; 360 


Voung mortal, thee the deſtinies have caus'd 
To violate theſe ſacred, deep retreats 
Of parted ſouls; thy deſtiny purſue; 
I' not inform thee where thy father is; 
That thou art free to ſeek him, is enough. 365 
Since he hath been a king on earth, thou muſt, 
On one hand, traverſe the Tartarean gloom, 
Where wicked kings receive their puniſhment z 
And, on the other, the Elyſian fields, 
Where good kings meet with their reward, But 
hence 370 
Thou canſt not go to the Elyſian fields, 
ill thou haſt paſs'd through Tartarus. Haſte 
then 
To paſs on thither, and my empire quit. 
F 2 TELEMACHUS 
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TELEMACHUS on th” inſtant ſeem'd to fly, 
Through this immenſe and dreary void, ſo much 
He long'd to know his father's fate, and quit 
That griſly monſter's light, who keeps in awe 


The living and the dead: ſoon he perceives 


The gloom of Tartarus, whence iſſued forth 

A black, thick ſmoke, whoſe ſtench were inſtant 
death 375 

Upon the ſurface of the earth: this ſmoke 

Cover'd a ſtream of fire and whirling flames, 

Which, like impetuous torrents tumbling down 

From the higheſt rocks into the deep below, 

So fiercely roar'd, that in this diſmal place 380 

No other found could be diſtinctly heard, 


Supported by MIN ERV a's ſecret pow'r, 
TELEMACHUS enters, void of fear, this gulf, 
Straight a vait number he perceiv'd of men, 
Who had in life the loweſt ſtations fill'd, 385 
And who were puniſh'd now for ſeeking wealth 
By treach'ry, deceit and cruelty, 

He there ſaw many impious hypocrites, 
Who, putting on the ſemblance of religion, 
Had us'd it only as a ſpecious ſhow, 300 
To gratify ambition, and impoſe | 
On 


Were 


Faulty, 
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On the credulity of other men, 

Theſe men, who had abus'd the name of virtue, 

The greateſt gift of Heav'n, were puniſh'd here 

E'en as the moſt abandon'd of mankind, 395 

Such as had murder'd their own parents ; wives, 

Who in their huſbands blood had dipt their hands; 

Traitors, who, violating every oath, 

Their country had betray'd, pains leſs ſevere 

Than theſe deceitful hypocrites endur'd. 400 

So the three judges of the ſhades below 

Had judg'd it fitting; and on this account, 

That hypocrites, not ſatisfied alone, 

Like other impious men, to practiſe ill, 

Would alſo fain be look'd upon as good, 405 

And by their feign'd virtue are the cauſe, 

That men no longer dare to truſt the true. 

The Gods whom they have mock'd, and in the 
eyes | 

Of men made deſpicable, take delight 

in exerciſing their almighty pow'r, 410 

T1” avenge the inſult offer'd them. 


i» 


Near theſe 
Were others, whom the vulgar ſcarcely deem 
Faulty, and whom the vengeance of the Gods 
T3 Purſues 
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Purſues unpitying ; theſe th' ungrateful are, 415 An 
With liars, flatt'rers who had vice extoll'd, To 
Malignant cenſurers, whoſe aim had been The 
To blaſt the faireſt virtue; thoſe, in fine, All | 
Who had a raſh and groundleſs judgment form'd, I wa 
Of things not fully known, and thereby hurt 420 Com 
The reputation of the innocent. Juſtl 
| Said 
But of all ſpecies of ingratitude But: 
The worſt, and moſt ſeverely puniſh'd, was, Mord 
Th' ingratitude committed tow'rds the Gods. Of u 
What then, ſaid Minos, ſhall a man be thought In an 
A monſter, who's defeclive in return Men, 
Of duty tow'rds a father, or a friend, But a 
For ſome good turn or benefit receiv'd ; Not t 
Yet make a boaſt of his ingratitude For al 
Tow'rds the Gods, of whom his life he holds, 430 Of yo 
And all its bleſſings? Does he not to them, You y 
Still more than to his parents, owe his birth ? Who | 
The more unpuniſh'd, and the more excus'd, Canno 
Are any crimes on earth, the more in hell They | 
Are they the objects made of vengeance dire, 435 Up to 
Implacable, which nothing can eſcape. All for 
Then { 
Serer'd 


Before the judgment ſeat, as he obſery'd 


A man 
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A man condemn'd, TELEMACHUs preſum'd 

To aſk the judges, what had been his crimes ? 

The culprit ſtraight exclaim'd, I ne'er did ill; 449 

All my delight was plac'd in doing good; 

I was magnificent, juſt, liberal, 

Compaſſionate ; then what can any one 

Juſtly reproach me with? You're not reproach'd, 

Said Minos, in regard to men, at all: 445 

But are you not indebted to the Gods 

More than to men? What is this juſtice then 

Of which you boaſt? You've not deficient been 

In any duty with regard to men, 

Men, who are nothing. Virtuous you have been, 

But all your virtue to yourſelf referr'd, | 

Not to the Gods, from whom alone it came: 

For all concentred in yourſelf, you ſought 

Of your own virtue to enjoy the fruits. 

You were your own divinity ; but the Gods, 455 

Who bave for their own glory all things made, 

Cannot renounce their rights ; them you forgot, 

They now abandon you ; deliver you 

Up to yourſelf, ſince you were fain to live 

All for yourſelf alone, and not for them, 460 

Then ſeek your conſolation in yourſelf. 

Sever'd from men, whoſe favour you defir'd, 
Abandon'd 
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Abandon'd to your idol-ſelf, now learn, 

That no true virtue can exiſt in man, 

Without the love and rev'rence of the Gods, 465 
Of whom are all things. Your falſe virtue long 
The eyes hath dazzled of weak-ſighted men, 

And is now brought to everlaſting ſhame. 

Men, who their judgments form of good and ill, 
By what offends or gratifies themſelves, 470 
Are blind to both. But here a light divine 
O'erturns their flimſy judgments ; oft condemns 


What they admire ; what they condemn, approves. 


At theſe words, the philoſopher was ſtruck 
As with a thunderbolt ; he now became 475 
Intolerable even to himſelf. 
The ſatisfaction he had once enjoy'd, 
Reflecting on his virtuous qualities, 
His moderation, generoſity, 
And courage, changes to deſpair. The view 480 
Of his own heart, ſo adverſe to the Gods, 
Becomes his conſtant puniſhment. He ſees, 
Nor can he ceaſe to ſee, himſelf; he ſees 
The vanity of men's opinions, whom, 
In all his actions, *twas his aim to pleaſe, 485 
Of every principle within his breaſt, 
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An univerſal change at once takes place, 
As all within him upſide-down were turu'd ; 
He is no more the ſame ; every ſupport 
On which he truſted, fails. His conſcience now, 
Whoſe teſtimony once fo ſweet had prov'd, 
Roſe up againſt him, and reproach'd him fore 
Wich th' illuſive and miſtaken turn 
I all his virtues, ſpecious qualities, 
Which had not for their end and principle 495 
The worſhip of the Gods, He ſtands amaz'd, 
Confounded, fill'd with ſhame, remorſe, deſpair, 
This man no torments from the Furies felt ; 
For they conſign'd him over to himſelf, 
And his own heart ſufficiently aveng'd 500 
The lighted Gods, He ſeeks the deepeſt gloom, 
Vherein to hide him from the other ghoſts, 
Unable to avoid himſelf ; he ſeeks 
Darkneſs, but cannot find it, haunted ſtill 
By an all-ſearching light; truth's piercing rays 505 
Purſue him ſtill, t' avenge neglected truth. 
All that he once delighted in, became 
Now hateful, as the ſource of endleſs woes. 
He ſaid within himſelf, O ſenſeleſs! blind! 
Nor Gods, nor men, nor yet myſelf I knew, 510 
No, I knew nothing ; I regarded not 

The 
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The only real good; my paths have been They 
Nothing but error; all my wiſdom, folly ; And 
My virtue, impious and o'erweening pride; Than 
Myſelf the idol J ador'd. 5 il Subd! 
Or C 
In fine, From 
TELEMAcnuvs ſaw kings that were condemn'd £ 
For having ſhamefully abus'd their pow'r. Enou: 
On one ſide, an avenging ſury held That 
A glaſs that ſhow'd them the deformity 520 
Of their paſt vices, In it they beheld 
Their groſs, exceſſive vanity, that fed Anoth 
On the moſt nauſeous praiſe ; their ſavage turn At the 
Tow'rds men, the objects of beneficence; Beſtoy 
Their diſregard of virtue, and of truth, 525 Anoth 


Which they abhorr'd to hear ; partiality 

For vicious and abandon'd ſycophants ; 

Their lux'ry, indolence, miſplac'd diſtruſt, 
Their pride, their pomp, and their magnificence, 
Built on their people's ruin; their ambition 530 
To purchaſe, at th' expence of human blood, 

A trifling ſhare of glory; and, in fine, 

Their more than ſavage cruelty, that ſought 

To gratify itſelf amidſt the tears 


Of thouſands brought to mis'ry and deſpair. 535 
They 


35 
ey 
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They in this mirror ſtill beheld themſelves, 

And to themſelves more horrible appear'd, 

Than the Chimæra which BELLEROPHON 

Subdu'd, or th' Hydra lain by HercuLvs, 

Or CERRERVUs himſelf, that vomits forth 540 

From his three gaping mouths, black venomous 
gore, 

Enough to poiſon the whole race of men 

That breathe upon the earth, 


On th' other ſide, 
Another fiend inſultingly repeats, 54 5 
At the ſame time, the praiſes, during life, 
Beſtow'd on them, by flatt'rers, and preſents 
Another mirror, where they ſaw themſelves 
Such as their flatt'rers repreſented them, 


The contraſt of theſe diff rent images 550 


Serv'd but to aggravate the puniſhment 


Of their grofs vanity. It now appear'd 

That the moſt wicked of theſe kings, were thoſe 
Who had receiv'd, during their reign on earth, 
The moſt exalted praiſes, for the bad 555 
Are far more dreaded than the good, and ſeek, 
From th' orators and poets of their time, 


The moſt extravagant and ſhameleſs praiſe. 
They, 
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They, groaning in this dark and diſmal place, To 
Nothing but inſult and deriſion met; 560 Like 
Saw nothing round them but what ſtill oppos'd, And 
Still contradicted, and confounded them. | A de 
Whereas on earth they ſported with men's lives, Thar 
Pretending, all was made for them alone; In thi 
In He!l, to the caprice of certain flaves 565 They 
They are conſign'd, who make them in their turn As m 
Suffer the worſt of ſlav'ry : they ſubmit And « 
With anguiih, and without the ſmalleſt hope To hi 
T' abate the rigours of their fervitude ; Of tre 
Still to the blows of theſe unpitying flaves, $570 Th' a 
(Become their tyrants now) they lie expos'd, For a 
As th' anvil to the Cyclops' hammers” ſtrokes, Ws, 
When VULCAN in mount Etna's flaming forge The | 
Is urging on their work. 2 

The tr 

UL vsszs' ſon 575 They | 

Pale, hideous, woful aſpeRs here beheld : Pierces 
Upon theſe criminals deep anguith preys; Like th 
They're ſtruck with horror at themſelves, and can Witho, 
No more this horror, than their nature, quit, vp i 
No other puniſhment do they require, wy m 
Than their own crimes; and theſe they never Melts, 
Nothing 
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To ſee in all their magnitude; their crimes, 

Like hideous ſpectres, {till preſent themſelves, 
And till purſue them, T' avoid their fight, 

A death they ſeek, of greater force and pow'r 
Than that which ſeparated body and ſoul. 

In this extreme of mis'ry and deſpair, 

They ſuch a death to their aſſiſtance call, 

As might exiinguith every ſentiment, 

And ev'ry ſpark of conſciouſneſs within, 599 
To hide themſelves from the avenging rays 

Of truth, that perſecutes them, they invoke 

Th' abyſs t' cover them; but they're reſerv'd 

For a ſlow vengeance, which dittils upon them, 
Drop after drop, ſtill inexhauſtible. 595 
The truth, they ſhunn'd, becomes their puniſh- 


ment; 


The truth, inceſſantly before their eyes, 
They ſee riſe up againſt them; while the ſight 


WT 


Pierces, diſtracts, and tears them from themſelves, 
Like the ſwift-paſſing thunderbolt, its force, 600 
Without deſtroying any thing without, 

Their inmoſt vitals penetrates ; the ſoul, + 

Like metal in a burning heat intenſe, 

Melts, as it were, in this avenging fire; 

Nothing conſum'd, yet no conſiſtence left; 605 
q G To 
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To the firſt principles of life diſſolv'd, 

And yet they cannot die. Torn from themſelves, 
They cannot find a moment's reſt, or peace; 
Nor do they live but in the rage they feel 
Againſt themſelves, bereft of every hope, 620 


And in extremity of madnels loſt, 


Theſe objects caus'd TELEMACHVs's hair 
To ſtand on end ; among them there appear'd 
A number of the antient Lydian kings, 
Who'd paſs'd their lives in luxury and eaſe, 615 
Inſtead of ſtudying their people's good, 
A duty kings ſhould ever have in view. 


Theſe kings each other with their blindneſs tax'd, 
One ſaid t' another, who had been his ſon ; 
Did not I often in my latter days, 629 
And on my death-bed, warn you to repair 
Th” ills that I through negligence. had done ? 
Ah! wretched father, cried the ſon, twas you, 
You ruin'd me, by your example led, 
By you inſpir'd with haughtineſs and pride, 625 
Voluptuouſneſs, and diſregard of men, 
Seeing you live in luxury and eaſe, 


Surrounded by ſo many ſycophants 
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Looſe and abandon'd, I was thus inur'd 

To pleaſures, and the love of empty praiſe. 

I thought the reſt of men, with kings compar'd, 
Were juſt what horſes are, or other beaſts, 
Compar'd with men; that is, ſuch animals, 

As ſtand in no account, but as they ſerve 

The pleaſures or conveniences of life. 635 
Thus I once thought, was led by you to think, 
And all I ſuffer, is the conſequence 

Of imitating you. To theſe reproaches 

They the moſt dreadful maledictions join'd, 

And ſeem'd inflam'd with equal rage to tear 640 
Each other piece- meal. 


Still around theſe kings 
Hover'd, like night-owls, falſe alarms, diſtruſt, 
And cruel, dark ſuſpicions, which avenge 
A people for the hardneſs of their kings; 645 
Of riches the inſatiable defire, 
Falſe glory, ſtill to tyranny inclin'd, 
Effeminate ſoftneſs, and inglorious eaſe, 
Which double the calamities of life, 
But ne'er can give a ſolid, laſting joy. 650 
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Here many kings were puniſh'd, not for ills 
Which they had caus'd to others, but the good 
Which they had left undone, And all the crimes 
A people might incur through the neglect 
Of executing the eſtabliſh'd laws, 655 
Were here imputed to the kings themſelves ; 
Who for no other end but this ſhould reign, 

That by their miniſtry the laws may reign, 

To them too were imputed all the ills, 

All the diſturbances, that take their riſe 660 
From pride, and pomp, and lux'ry, and excels, 
Which lead to anarchy and violence, 

And a temptation to peryert the laws 

To private int'reſt and emolument. 

Thoſe kings, eſpecially, were here conſign'd 665 
To rig'rous puniſhment, who ſhould have been 
The good and faithful ſhepherds of their people, 
But who, like ſavage and devouring wolves, 


Ravag'd the flock committed to their care, 670 


What moſt amaz'd TELEMACHUs, was, to ſee, 
In this abyſs of darkneſs, and of pain, 
So many kings, who having pals'd on earth 
For good kings, were to Tartarus conſign'd, 


Becauſe they had ſubmitted to be rul'd 
By 
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By artful, wicked, and abandon'd men. 675 
They ſuffer'd for the ills which had been done 

By th' uſe of their authority. Of theſe 

The greater part had been nor good nor bad, 

So great their weakneſs.; they had never fear'd 
Not to arrive at, and to know, the truth; 680 
Had had no taſte for virtue, and had felt 

No pleaſure and delight in doing good, 


END OF THE EIGHTEENTH BOOK, 
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Telemachus enters the Elyſzan fields, where he is 
known again by his great grandfather, Arceſius, 
who informs him, that Ulyſſes is fill living; that 
he ſhall ſee him again in Ithaca, and reign there 
after him. Arceſius deſcribes to him the felicity 
which juſt men, and eſpecially good kings, enjoy, 
who during their life-time ſerved the Gods, and 
were the happineſs of the people whom they go- 
verned. He makes him take notice, that the heroes 
who only excelled in the art of war, are far leſs 
happy, and in a ſeparate manſion. He gives ſome 
inſtructions to Telemachus, who then departs, and 


returns in haſte to the camp of the allies, 
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ELEMACHUS, as ſoon as he had left 
Theſe diſmal manſions, felt himſelf reliey'd, 
As tho' a mountain off his breaſt were mov'd. 
He was made ſenſible, by this relief, 
Of the ſad lot, and miſery of thoſe 3 
In that eternal priſon doom'd to dwell. 
He was amaz'd and terrified to ſee, 
How much more rigorouſly guilty kings 
Were puniſh'd here, than other criminals, 
What ! then, ſaid he, ſuch duties, dangers, ſnares, 


Such difficulties to arrive at truth, 


To 
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To guard againſt one's ſelf, and other men! 

And then ſuch dreadful torments after death, 

After being ſo much envied, ſo much crols'd, 
And agitated, in a life ſo ſhort ! ; 15 
How ſenſeleſs muſt he be who ſeeks to reign! 
Happy the man who limits his deſires 

To a private ſtation of tranquillity, 

Where virtue is leſs difficult, 


As thus 29 
He was reflecting, he was deeply ſhock'd, 
And into ſuch a conſternation thrown, 
That he felt ſomething of the dire deſpair 
Of thoſe whoſe mis'ry had employ'd his thoughts. 
But as from theſe ſad manſions he remov'd 25 
Of horror, darkneſs, and deſpair, he felt 
His courage by degrees revive ; he now 
Began to breathe, and had a diſtant glimpſe 
Of that all-pure, refreſhing light, that gilds 
The peaceful manſions of the juſt. P 


*T was here 
Dwelt all the good kings that had ever reign'd 3 
Theſe from the other juſt were ſet apart. 
As bad kings ſuffer'd in the realms below 
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An infinitely greater puniſhment 35 
Than other criminals in private life; 

So good kings in th' Elyſian fields enjoy'd 
An infinitely greater happineſs, 

Than that of other men who had on earth 


Been virtue's friends, 40 


TELEMACHUsS advanc'd 
Tow'rds theſe kings, in odoriferous groves, 
On th” ever-green and flow'ry turf reclin'd. 
Here ſtray'd a thouſand cryſtal ſtreams, that cool'd 
The freſhen'd air ; innumerable birds, 45 
With their ſoft warblings, made the groves reſound. 
At once were ſeen the. blooming flow'rs of ſpring, 
And the rich fruits of autumn, Never here 
Is felt the raging dog- ſtar's ſcorching heat; 
Nor dare the rig'rous northern blaſts approach, 50 
To bring the winter's cold. Blood-thirſty war, 
Nor envy with her ſharp and venomous tooth, 
That twiſted vipers in her boſom bears, 
And round her arms; nor jealouſies, nor fears, 
Nor dark diſtruſt, nor vain deſires, diſturb 55 
Thele bleſt retreats of peace. Tis ever day, 
Night with her ſable veil is here unknown, 
A pure, all-cheering light attends the juſt, 

And 
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And as a garment round them ſpreads its rays; 
Not like that dull and gloomy light enjoy'd 60 
By miſerable mortals, which indeed, 

Compar'd with this, no more than darkneſs ſeems 3 
This rather a celeſtial glory is, | 
That penetrates with greater ſubtilty 

The groſſeſt bodies, than the ſolar rays 65 
The pureſt cryſtal ; yet it dazzles not, 

But cheers the ſight, and to the ſoul conveys 

An inexpreſlible ſerenity. 

On this alone the happy feed; it flows 

From them, and into them; it e'en pervades 70 
Their ſubſtance, with them it incorporates, 

As aliments incorporate with us 


They ſee, they feel, they breathe it; *tis to them 


- An inexhauſted ſpring of peace and joy : 


In this abyſs they plunge, as in a ſea 75 
Of pleaſures and delight; they wiſh no more; 
They, having nothing, yet all things poſleſs ; 

All their deſires, and all their appetites, 

That pure light ſatisfies; this plenitude 

Raiſes them far above what men on earth, 80 
With cravings ſtill unſatisfied, purſue. 

All the external objects of delight, 


To them are nothing; for their inward bliſs 
| Leaves 
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Leaves them no reliſh for the outward ſcenes 

Of pleaſure, that ſurround them; they're like 
Gods, 8 

Who, with rich neQar and ambroſia fill'd, 

Would not vouchſafe to touch the daintieſt fare, 

All groſs to them, by mortal men enjoy'd, 

Theſe peaceful manſions ev'ry evil flies: 

Death, ſickneſs, poverty, nor pain, nor ſorrow, 

Remorſe, fear, hope (which oft as painful is, 

As fear itſelf) vexation, nor diſguſt, 


Nor diſcord, there can any entrance find, 


Sooner might Thracia's lofty hills, whoſe heads, 
Clad with eternal froſt, aſſail the clouds, 95 
From their broad baſis, in earth's centre fixt, 

Be overturn'd, than theſe juſt ſouls be mov'd. 
They only feel compaſſion for the ſtate 

Of miſerable mortals upon earth ; 

zut a compaſſion calm and peaceable, I00 
That makes no change in their felicity, 

Which is unchangeable. Eternal vouth, 

Endleſs felicity, glory all divine, 

Shine in their countenances; but their joy 

Has nothing unbecoming, nothing light; 105 
A tranquil, noble, and majeſtic joy, 

H A ſublime | 
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A ſublme taſte of virtue, and of truth ; 

With the fame heart-felt tranſport they're poſſeſs'd, 

With which a mother ſees her long-loſt ſon, 

Whom ſhe believ'd to be no more; this joy 110 

Soon paſles over in the mother's breaſt, 

But never quits the heart of theſe juſt men 

Nor ever knows the leaſt decay; they {till 

The tranſport of inebriation feel, 

Without its foily and tumult. They diſcourſe 

Concerning what they ſee, and what they taſte ; 

Tread under foot the luxury and eaſe, 

And idle grandeur, of their former ſtate, 

Which they deplore; with pleaſure they reflect 

On thoſe ſhort years, tho' ſad, when they were 
forc'd. 120 

Againſt themſelves to combat, and oppoſe 

A torrent of corrupt and vicious men, 

To become good ; they gratefully admire 

Th' aſſiſtance of the Gods who led them on, 


Amidſt ſuch perilous ſcencs, in virtue's paths. 


Something divine, like an inceſſant ſtream 

Of the Divinity itſelf, lows through, 

And with their hearts unites ; they fee, they feel, 
That they are heppy, and ſhall be fo ever. 
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The praiſes of the Gods they ſing, and make 130 
All but one voice, one heart. In theſe juſt ſouls, 
United thus, one ſelf-ſame happineſs 
Is like the flux and reflux of the ſea. 
In this bleſt raviſhment, the ages roll 


More rapidly than hours with mortal men; 135 


And yet a thouſand, thouſand ages gone, 


Can nothing take from their felicity, 

That's ever new, and ever full, They all 
Together reign—not on ſuch tott'ring thrones 

As can by th' hands of men be overturn'd, 149 
But in themſelves, with pow'r unchangeable: 
They have no more occaſion to become 

'To others formidable, by a pow'r 

Borrow'd from vile and miſerable men; 

They thoſe vain diadems no longer bear, 145 
Vhoſe luſtre hides ſuch bitter fears and cares 
Them with unfading crowns the Gods themſelves, 


Wich their own hands, have crown'd, 


ULys5Es' ſon, 
Vho fought his father in thoſe happy ſeats, 150 
And had expected too to find him there, 
Was with this taſte of happineſs and peace 


So raviſh'd, that he entertain'd a wiſh 
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To find ULxsskEs there, and he was griev'd 

That he muſt after this himſelf return 155 
To the ſociety of mortal men. 

'Tis here, ſaid he, true life is to be found, 

Our's is but death. But what amaz'd him, was, 
To 've ſeen ſo many kings in Tartarus, 

And in the Elyſian fields to fee fo few: 160 
He comprehended, how few kings there arc, 
Who are poſleſs'd of fortitude enough, 

And firmneſs, to decline the uſe of pow'r, 

And ſcorn the flatt'ry of fo many men, 

Who kindle all their paſſions. Thus good kings 
Are very rarely found ; the greater part 

So wicked, that the Gods would not be juſt, 

If, after ſuff ring their abuſe of pow'r 

During their life, they did not after death 

Doom them to puniſhment. 170 


ULvyssEs' ſon, 
Not being able among all theſe kings, 
To find his father, ſought at leaſt to find 
His grandfather LAERTESs. Whilſt he made 
A fruitleſs ſearch, an old man, venerabie 175 


And full of majeſty, tow'rds him advanc'd, 


His age reſembled not th' old age of men 


Upon 
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Upon the earth, borne down by weight of years; 
It only appear'd he had been old; it was 

A mixture of the gravity of age 180 
Wich all the grace of youth: for in old men 

The moſt infirm, the graces grow again 

The moment they have reach'd th' Elyſian fields. 
This man, advancing eagerly, beheld 
TELEMACHUS with great complacency, 185 
As one moſt dear to him. UL xssEs' fon, 


Who knew him not, was in ſuſpenſe and pain. 


I readily excuſe thee, my dear fon, 
Said the old monarch, that thou know'ſt me not; 


[ am ARces1vs, father of LAERTES, 190 


= 


— 
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bade adieu to life but juſt before 
ULyssgs, who's my grandſon, went for Troy. 
Thou then waſt in U;y nurſe's arms; e'en then 
I had conceiv'd of thee the greateſt hopes; 
And it appears, I have not been deceiv'd, 195. 
dince thou'rt deſcended to the realms below, 
To ſeek thy father, and the Gods themſelves 
Aid thee in th' enterpriſe. O happy child! 
Thee the Gods love, aud are preparing for thee 
A glory equal to thy father's ſame! | 
And happy I, to ſee thy face again ! 
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Give o'er thy ſearch ; ULyssts is not here, 

He's ſtill alive, and is reſerv'd to raiſe 

The glory of our houſe in Ithaca. 

LatRTEs too, though by the weight of years 205 
Bow'd down, doth ſtill enjoy the light, and waits 
Th' arrival of his fon to cloſe his eyes. 
Thus do men paſs away, like ſhort-liv'd flow'rs, 
That in the morning bloom, in th' ev'ning fade, 
And under foot are trodden. Age after age 210 
Rolls onward, like a rapid river's ſtream: 
Nothing can ſtop the courſe of time, that draws 
With it what moſt immovable appears. 
Thyſelf, my fon, my dear fon, thou thyſelf, 
Who now enjoy'ſt ſuch gay and lively youth, 215 
Remember, this fair age is but a flow'r, 

Vither'd almoſt as ſoon as blown : thyſelf 
Thou ſhalt ſee change inſenſibly; the ſmiles, 
Pleaſures, and graces, that attend thee now, 
Strength, health, and joy, ſhall vaniſh like a dream; 
And nothing but a ſad remembrance leave. 
Languid and pleafure-hating age will come, 
To mark thy brow with wrinkles, bow thy body, 
Unaerve thy limbs, to dry up in thy heart 
The very ſource of joy, to raiſe in thee 225 
Preſent diſguſt, and dread of what's to come, 
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Make thee inſenſible to ev'ry thing, 
Excepting grief alone. The time to thee 
Appears far off: ah ! thou'rt deceiv'd, my fon, 
It haſtens on, and is e'en now at hand: 2.30 
What onward moves with ſuch rapidity, 
Is not far off; the preſent ſwiftly flies, 
Nay, while we ſpeak, it is already gone, 
Gone to return no more. Build not, my fon, 
Upon the preſent ; but ſupport thyſelf 235 
In virtue's thorny path, by future views. 
By purity of manners, by the love 
Of what is juſt and right, prepare thyſelf 
A place in this all-blelt retreat of peace. 
Thy father thou erelong ſhalt ſee reſume 240 
His pow'r in Ithaca, Thou'rt born to reign 
After thy father; but, alas! my ſon, 
How pregnant with deceit is royalty! 
Wen at a diſtance view'd, it promiſes 
Nothing but grandeur, glory, and delight; 248 
But near at hand *tis found all over thorns. 
A private man may lead, without diſgrace, 
A life of quiet and obſcurity : 
A king cannot without diſhonour chooſe 
A calm, inactive life, and ſet aſide 250 
The painful duties of authority: 

A king 
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A king to thoſe he governs owes himſelf, His © 
And cannot be his own : his ſlighteſt faults Dem 
Are of the deepeſt conſcquence ; for they And 
The people's mis'ry oft for ages cauſe. 255 Who 
He ſhould reſtrain the bold and reprobate, | Here 
Support the innocent, diſperſe the cloud Tor 
Of calumny. *Tis not enough for him 
To do no ill; he ſhouid do all the good As 
That's poſſible, or that the ſtate requires, 260 Into 
*Tis not enough that he do good himſelf ; A Ki, 
He ſhould prevent the ills which others would, Figur 
If not reſtrain'd, commit. Fear then, my ſon, To ag 
Fear a condition that's fo perilous ; Were 
Be arm'd with fortitude againit thyſelf, 265 The 1 
Againſt the ſway of paſſion, and againſt His hi 
Flatt'rers. And > 
In the 
ARckEslus, as he ſpake theſe words, Conſu 
Seem'd animated with a fire divine, T' en 
Appearing deeply to commiſerate 270 So vio 
The evils which on royalty attend. Was li 
When *tis aſſum'd to gratify one's ſelf, With | 
Almoſt 


*Tis then, ſaid he, a monſtrous tyranny :; 
Tf to fulfil his duty, and to guide 


A num'rous people, as a father guides 275 


His 
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His children, tis the worſt of ſervitudes, 
Demanding an heroic fortitude, 

And patience. But 'tis certain too, that thoſe, 
Who've reign'd with virtue and fincerity, 

Here enjoy all that Heav'n itſelf can give, 280 


To render their felicity complete. 


As thus ARcEs1us ſpake, his words ſunk deep 
Into TELEMACnvus's heart; as when 
A ſkilful workman with his ſtyle engraves 
Figures on braſs, which he deſigns ſhould laſt 
To ages far remote. Theſe words divine 
Were as a quick and ſubtile flame, that pierc'd 
The vitals of the young TELEMAch²“ůs; 
His heart was agitated, all on fire, 
And ſeem'd to meit within him. What he bore 
In the moſt hidden, inmoſt part of him, 
Conſum'd him ſecretly; he had not pow'r 
T” endure or to contain it, or reſiſt 
So violent an impreſſion. What he felt, 
Was lively and delectable, yet mixt 295 
With ſuch a torment as was capable 


Almoſt of ſeparating body and ſoul. 


TELEMACHUS 
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TELEMACHUS erelong began to breathe 
More freely ; in ARCEsIvs' countenance 
He found a great reſemblance of LAERTESV; 30 
Nay, thought he could a faint idea trace, 
That in his fire ULyssszs he had ſeen, 
On his departure for the ſiege of Troy, 


Some features which the ſame reſemblance bore. 


This recollection ſoften'd all his heart; 305 
His eyes o'erflow'd with tender tears of joy ; 
Fain would he have embrac'd a ſoul ſo dear; 
This he aſlay'd in vain; the empty ſhade 
Slipt his embrace, as an illuſive dream 
Deceives a man whoſe fancy flatters him 310 
As with a real form; his thirſty mouth 
Purſues in ſleep ſometimes a flitting ſtream; 
Sometimes he labours with his lips to form 
Words, which his ſtiffen'd tongue wants pow'r 

t exprels : | 
He makes an effort with extended hands, 315 
And graſps a ſhadow. Thus ULxssEs' fon 
Could not indulge the feelings of his heart ; 
He ſees Arces1vs, hears him, ſpeaks to him, 


But cannot touch him. He then aſks, who thoſe, 


He ſees around him, are. 22⁰ 
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You ſee, my ſon, 
Replied the antient ſage, men who appear'd 
The ornament of th' age in which they liv'd, 
The glory and bleſſing of the human race. 
You ſee how few kings on the earth have been 
Worthy of their ſtation, and perform'd the part 
Of Gods on earth. Thoſe others, whom you ſee 
Near them, but ſever'd by that little cloud, 
Enjoy a much inferior glory ; thoſe 
Are indeed heroes ; but the recompence 330 
Of military valour and exploits, | 
Is not to be compar'd with that of kings 
Who have been wiſe, and juſt, and good. 


Behold 
Among thoſe heroes THESEus, with his brow 
A little clouded ; he hath ſorely felt 
The conſequence of his eredulity 
In lit 'ning to an artful woman's tale; 
Still feels compunction for th' unjuſt requeſt 
He made to NEPTUNE, to deſtroy his fon, 340 
HyePoLYTUs, by ſuch a cruel death. 
Happy, had he leſs irritable been, 
And to his paſſions leſs a ſlave.—You fee 


ACHILLES alſo leaning on his ſpear, 


In 


#7, 
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In conſequence of that wound in his heel, 345 
Which from the hand of PAR Is he receiv'd, 

And which prov'd mortal. Had he been as wiſe, 
As juſt, and moderate, as he was brave, | 

The Gods a long reign would have granted him ; 
But Heav'n on the Phthiotæ pity took, 350 
As well as the Dolopians, over whom 

He, after PELEUs, was of courſe to reign : 
Heav'n was not willing to deliver up | 

So many people to the pow'r of one, 

Outrageous as the moſt tempeſtuous ſea. 355 
The Fates cut ſhort his thread of life, and he 

Juſt like a flow'r appear'd but newly blown, 
Which by the ploughſhare is cut down, and falls 
Before the day is clos'd, that gave it birth, 

The Gods made uſe of him, as they would uſe 360 
Torrents and tempeſts, to chaftiſe mankind 

For their iniquities ; they made him ſerve 

To level with the ground the walls of Troy, 

T' avenge the perjury of LaoMEDON, 

And Paris's unjuſt and baſe amours. 365 
They, having thus employ'd this inſtrument 

Of vengeance, were appeas'd ; and would not grant 


To THETi1s' tears this hero's longer ſlay 


On 


0 


1t 
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On earth, fit only to diſturb mankind, 
Cities and kingdoms to deſtroy. 379 


But ſee 
That other hero, fierce of countenance, 
The mighty AJax, couſin of ACHILLES ; 
Thou knowſt, no doubt, his valour and exploits. 
After ACHILLES” death, his arms, he thought, 375 
Of right belong'd to him; thy father thought 
His right as good; the Greeks their judgment 

gave 

In favour of ULyssts. Fill'd with rage, 
A Ax laid violent hands upon himſelf ; 
And in his countenance are painted ſtill 380 
His indignation, fury, and deſpair. 
Approach him not, my ſon ; for he would think 
Thou only meant t' inſult him in diſtreſs, 
And he deſerves thy pity : ſeeſt thou not 
That he regards us with uneaſineſs, 385 
And enters haſtily that ſhady grove, 


_ Becauſe we're hateful to him? On th' other ſide 


Is Hecrok, who had been invincible, 
Had THET1s' ſon ſome other age been born, 
But ſee there AGAMEMNON paſſing by, 390 
Who bears about him ſtill the viſible marks 
1 Of 
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Of CLyTEMNESTRA's perfidy. O my ſon | 

I tremble, when I think upon the woes 

Of th' impious TanTALUs's houſe. The broils 
Of the two brothers ATREus and THYESTES, 395 
Have fill'd that houſe with horror and with blood, 
Alas ! how one crime draws another on! 

When AGAMEMNON from the ſiege of Troy 
Return'd, he had not time t' enjoy in peace 

The glory there acquir'd: ſuch is the fate 400 
Of almoſt every conqueror. All theſe men 
Were formidable in war, but were not found 
Virtuous or amiable ; ſo they but hold 

The ſecond manſion in th* Elyſian fields. 


For theſe, they ever did with juſtice reign, 405 
And lov'd their people: they are the friends of 
Heav'n. 
While AGAMEMNoN and AchILIES ſtill 
Full of their quarrels, and their feats of war, 
Retain e'en here their troubles, and defects; 
While they regret in vain the life they've loſt, 410 
Griev'd, that they're now no more than. empty 
ſhades, 
Void of all pow'r ; theſe juſt kings, purified 


By that divine light which they feed upon, 
Have 
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Have nothing more to wiſh, or to deſire: 

Th' inquietudes of mortals they behold 415 
With pity ; and the moſt important cares 

That agitate ambitious men, to them 

But as the ſports of children ſeem ; their hearts 
Are ſatisfied with virtue and with truth, 

Which at the very fountain-head they draw. 420 
T hey nothing more from others or themſelves 
Have to endure; no more defires, or wants, 

Or cares, or fears ; with them all's at an end, 


Their joy excepted, which can never end. 


Obſerve, my ſon, that very antient king, 425 
Isacnvs, founder of th' Argolic ſtatez — 
That old age ſo majeſtic and ſerene ; 

Flow'rs ſpring beneath his ſteps ; he moves along 
Light as a bird that cuts the liquid air, 
He carries in his hand an iv'ry lyre, 430 
And in eternal tranſport wrapt he ſings 
The wonders of the Gods. Forth from his heart, 
And from his mouth, an exquiſite perfume 
Iſſues; the harmony of his voice and lyre 
Would raviſh men and Gods. And this reward, 
For having lov'd his people, he receives; 

I 2 Withia 


| 

| 
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Within the precin& of his new-built walls, 
Whom he aſſembled, and preſcrib'd them laws. 


Amongſt thoſe myrtles, on the other ſide, 

Is Cxckors the Egyptian, and the firſt 440 
Wbo reign'd at Athens, which is conſecrate 
To wiſdom's Goddeſs, and which bears her name. 
CxcroPs from Egypt (whence were introduc'd 
Morality and learning into Greece) 
Brought uſeful laws, ſoften'd, and humaniz'd 445 
The ſavage villages of Attica, 
Join'd, and united them in ſocial bands, 
He was humane, compaſſionate, and juſt ; 
His people he in all abundance left, 
His family in mediocrity ; 450 
Nor would he have his children after him 
Succeed to the ſupreme authority; 
Others he thought more fit to reign, 


I now 
Muſt, in this little valley, ſhew thee too 455 
EricTHon, who invented the ſilver coin: 
'T his, to facilitate the intercourſe. 
And commerce of the iſles of Greece, he us'd 


But th' inconvenience of it he foreſaw. 


To 
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To all theſe people, ſet yourſelves, ſaid he, 460 
To increaſe your natural, your real wealth; 
To cultivate the earth, that you may have 
Plenty of corn, and wine, and oil, and fruits ; 
Have num'rous flocks and herds, that with their 
milk 

May nouriſh you, and clothe you with their wool. 
By theſe means you'll be plac'd in ſuch a ſtate, 
As ne'er to be afraid of poverty. 
And, the more numerous your children grow, 
The richer you will be, if they're inur'd 
To labour. Th' earth is inexhauſtible; 470 
And ſhe increaſes her fertility, 
Juſt as the number of inhabitants 
Increaſes, that beſtow on her their care: 
She pays all liberally for their pains, 
But niggard and ungrateful proves to thole 475 
Who cultivate her with a careleſs hand, 
Attend then chieſly to the real wealth, 
That ſatisfies the real wants of men. 
As to coin'd filver, no account of that 
Ought further to be made, than as it ſerves 480 
To carry on inevitable wars | 
Abroad, or to procure the merchandiſe 
Which you may want at home : yet, after all, 

I 3 "T were 
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'Twere to be wiſh'd, the commerce were let fall 
Of all thoſe things that only ſerve t' indulge 485 
The taſte of lux'ry, vanity, and eaſe. 

Oft would Ex IcrHñN ſay; My ſons, J fear, 

In the invention and the uſe of coin, 

I've but preſented you a fatal gift. 

Ambition, pride, and av'rice, I foreſee, - 490 
Will be excited by it; 'twill introduce 

An infinite number of pernicious arts 

That only ſerve to ſoften and corrupt 

The hearts of men; *twill give you a diſtaſte 

Of that ſimplicity, in which conliſts 495 
All the ſecurity and peace of life; 

Bring agriculture too into neglect, 

On which the very life of man depends, 

The ſource of every real good, I call 

The Gods to witneſs, that with pure intent 

I gave you this invention, in itſelf 

Uſeful. —ErxrcTHoN, when he found at length 
Money ſerv'd only, as he had foreſeen, 

To introduce corruption in the ftate, 

To a deſert mountain all in grief retir'd, 505 
Where far from men in poverty be liv'd 

To an extreme old age, thenceforth averſe 


To meddling with the government of ſtates. 
A little 


ittle 


Book XIX. OF TELEMACHL'S, 95 


A little after him appear d in Greece 
The fam'd TRIP ToL EMUs, whom CERES taught 
To cultivate the ground, and cover it 
Each year with golden harveſts; not that men 
Knew not the uſe of corn before, and how, 
By ſowing it, to multiply the grain ; 
But huſbandry they knew not as an art 515 
Brought to perfection, when TrIPTOLEMUS, 
By CEREs ſent, came with his plough in hand, 
To offer Ceres' gifts to every one 
Who had but fortitude to overcome 
His nat'ral indolence, and give himſelf 520 
To toil and aſſiduity. The Greeks 
Were ſoon inſtructed by TRIP TOLEuUSs 
To plough the earth, draw forth the fruitfulneſs, 
By tearing up her boſom ; and erelong 
The reapers, active, indefatigable, 525 
With their ſharp ſickles level'd to the ground, 
The yellow barveſts ſpread o'er all the fields, 
The rude and ſavage people, who erewhile 
Were o'er Epirus? and Etolia's wilds 
Scatter'd, in feeking acorns for their food, $530 
Vere civiliz'd, and under laws reduc'd, 
When they had learnt to raiſe the golden grain, 
Ane feed themſelves with bread. TazipToLEMUs 


Made 


| 
| 
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Made the Greeks ſenſible, how pleafing *twas, 
To owe their wealth to their own toil alone, 535 
Within the bounds of their own fields to find 
The comforts and conveniences of life. 

This plenty from the culture of the foil, 

With ſuch ſimplicity and innocence, 

Brought to their minds ERIcTHox's ſage advice; 
All artificial riches they deſpis'd, 

Riches but in the fancy of mankind, 

That make them after dang'rous pleaſures ſeek, 
Make them averſe to induſtry and toil, 

Wherein all real bleſſings might be found, 545 
With perfect liberty and innocence. 

They thus concluded, that a fertile held, 

Well cultivated, is the real wealth 

Of ſuch as may be wiſe enough to live, 

As their forefathers, with frugality. 550 
Happy the Greeks, had they continued firm 

In maxims that ſo well adapted were, 

To give them freedom, happineſs, and pow'r, 
And make them worthy of ſuch happineſs, 

By th' exerciſe of virtue! But, alas! 555 
Falſe riches they're beginning to admire, 

Neglect the true, and thus degenerate 


From this moſt marvellous ſimplicity. 
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Thou, O my ſon, ſhalt one day reign; and then 
Be it thy care to have thy people led 560 
To agriculture; ever let this art 

Be had in honour, ſtill encourage thoſe 

Who turn themſelves that way, and ſuffer not 
Either that men live idle, or employ'd 

In arts that foſter luxury and eaſe. 565 
Theſe two men, once ſo wiſe on earth, are here 
Lov'd, cheriſh'd by the Gods. Obſerve, my ſon, 
Their glory here as far ſurpaſſes that 

To ACHILLES, or to other heroes giv'n, 

Who have excell'd in feats of war alone, 570 
As the fair ſpring more amiable appears 

Than froſty winter, and the bright-ray'd ſun 
Outſhines the lunar orb. 


Mean- while, as thus 
ARcEs1vs ſpoke, he obſerv'd ULvssEs' fon 575 
Still had his eyes invariably turn'd 
Tow'rds a laurel grove, and ſtream, whoſe banks 
With violets, roſes, lilies, were adorn'd, 
And many other odoriferous flow'rs, 
Whoſe lively hues reſembled thoſe of Ixrs, 580 
When ſhe deſcends from heav'n to earth, to ap- 


priſe 


Some 
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Some favour'd mortal of- the Gods' beheſts. 
The object that engag'd ULYssEs' ſon, 

Was the great king SesosTR1s, whom he knew 
Again in theſe bleſt ſeats. He now appear d 585 
With infinitely greater majeſty, | 
Than on the throne of Egypt. Rays of light, 
That with mild luſtre iſſued from his eyes, 
Dazzled TELEMACcHvus's mortal fight. 

He ſeem'd as be had been with nectar fluſh'd, 
To ſuch a rapture did the ſpirit divine 

Raiſe him above the flight of human pow'rs, 


His virtues to requite, 


ULysses' ſon 
Said to Axcksius; O my father, here 595 
I recogniſe SzsosTR1s, that wiſe king 
Of Egypt, whom I there not long ſince ſaw, 
»Tis he, replied ARCEs1vs ; and thou ſeeſt, 
By his example, how magnificent 
The Gods are in rewarding virtuous kings. 600 
But thou muſt know, that this felicity 
Is nothing in compariſon of that 
Which was deſign'd him, had he not been led 
By over-great proſperity, to forget 


Juſtice and moderation in his wars, £05 
His 
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His paſſion to bring down the Tyrian pride 
And inſolence, engag'd him in th' attempt 
To take their city; and his conqueſt there 


Gave him a thirſt of others; he, in fine, 


Was by the empty glory led away, 610 
Of conquerors; all Aſia he ſubdued, 

Or rather ravag'd. He, at his return 

To Egypt, found his brother had uſurp'd 

The throne, and by injuſtice overturn'd 

The beſt laws of the realm. His conqueſts then, 
Tho' great, ſerv'd only to unhinge the ſtate. 
What made him ſtill more inexcuſable, 

With his own glory he was all puff'd up, 
Intoxicated; to his car he yok'd 

The proudeſt of the conquer'd kings. At length 
He ſaw his error, felt the deepeſt ſhame 

And ſorrow for his inhumanity, 

Such was the fruit of theſe his victories. 

Behold what miſchiefs are by conquerors brought 
Upon their kingdoms, and upon themſelves, 625 
By wiſhing to uſurp the neighb'ring ſtates, 

Theſe were the actions that degraded him, 


Elſe fo beneficent and juſt a king; 


Diminiſh too that glory which the Gods 


Had once deſign'd him. 630 
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Seeft thou not, my ſon, And 
This other, him whoſe wounds ſo glorious ſhine ? Him 
A king of Caria, DiocLiDEs nam'd, Tru 
Who for his people ſacrific'd himſelf f Is b. 
In battle; for the Oracle had ſaid, 635 
That, in the war between the Carians wag'd 
And Lycians, they whoſe king in battle fell, Witt 
Should be victorious. This 
ANCE 
Mark that other too, Who 
A grave, wiſe Legiſlator. Having giv 640 The 
The people laws to make them good and happy, One ] 
He made them ſwear never to violate The © 
1 His laws, while he was abſent ; after which, To th 
; ! Far from his native country he withdrew, Riche! 
. And in a ſtrange land died in poverty; 645 For al 
| T oblige his people ever to maintain, Than | 
According to their oath, ſuch uſeful laws, Theſe 
| ſo 
Obſerve that other; tis EunzsyMus, The lif 
King of the Pylians, one of th' anceſtors That is 
Of the ſage NzsToR. In a certain plague 650 Are mit 
That ravag'd th' earth, and cover'd with new ſhades To fit t 
The banks of Acheron, he by his death This bl, 
Wiſh'd t' appeaſe the anger of the Gods, Which! 


And 
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And fave ſo many thouſand harmleſs ſouls. 

Him the Gods heard, and gave him here t' enjoy 
True royalty ; but royalty on earth 

Is but an empty ſhadow. 


That old man 

With garlands crown'd, the famous BeLvs is: 
This king in Egypt reign'd; and he eſpous'd 660 
ANCHINOE, daughter of the river Nile, 
Who hides his ſource, and overflowing makes 
The country fruitful round. He had two ſons ; 
One Danavs, whoſe hiſtory you know ; 
The other EGV TVs, who hath giv'n his name 
To that fair kingdom. BELus thought himſelf 
Richer by the abundance he procur'd 
For all his people, and by his people's love, 
Than by the richeſt tributes he could claim, 
Theſe men, whom you think dead, ſtill live, my 

ſon ; 670 
The life you miſerably drag on earth, 
That is no more than death ; only the names 
Are miſapplied. O may it pleaſe the Gods, 
To fit thee, by thy virtue, for this life, 
This bleſſed life, which nothing can diſturb, 675 
Which ne'er will end! —Haſte thee, tis time to go | 

K And 
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And ſeek thy father. But before you meet, 
What ſtreams of blood, alas! ſhalt thou ſee flow! 
What glory awaits thee on th* Heſperian plains ! 
Keep the wiſe MexToR's counſels fill in view; 
By following them, thy name ſhall be renown'd 
To future ages, and throughout the world, 


This ſaid, he ſtraight conducts UL vssEs' fon 
To the iv'ry gate, where he might find his way 
Out of the realms of night. ULyssEs' ſon 
Then parted, with his eyes bedew'd with tears, 685 
Without the pow'r to give a laſt embrace ; 

And reaſcending from this gloomy world, 

He haſten'd tow'rd the camp of th' allies, 

Having the two young Cretans firſt rejoin'd, 
Who to the cavern had attended him, 690 
Deſpairing ever to behold him more, 
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If the chiefs, by his ad- 
vice prevails upon them nat to ſeize upon Venuſium, 
a city which had been left, by the parties concerned, pb 
as a depoſit in the hands of the Lucanians, He 
ſhows his wiſdom in the buſineſs of titus deſerters, 
one of whom, named Acanthus, had undertaken to 


Telemachus, in an aſſem 


poiſon him : the other, named Dioſcorus, offered to 
bring the allies the head of Adraſtus. In the battle, 
which takes place afterwards,” Telemachus carries 
death wherever he goes in ſearch of Adraſtus; and 
Adraſtus, who is alſo in ſearch of him, engages 


and kills Piſtratus, the ſon r Neſtor. Philoctetes To i 
comes up; and juſt as he is going to pierce Adraſ- The 
tus, he is himſelf wounded, and obliged to retire Fron 
from the battle, Telemachus runs to the aſſiſtance Agai 
of the allies, among whom Adraſtus makes a dread- Juſtic 
ful ſlaughter. He engages this enemy, and gives He, 
him his life on certain conditions. Adraſtus, riſing In th 
again, endeavgurs to ſurpriſe Telemachus, who ſeixes But h 
him a ſecond time, and inſtantly diſpatches him. As w 
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HE chiefs of th' army were in council met, 

Deliberating, whether it were fit 
To ſeize Venuſium; a ſtrong city which 
The Daunian king had heretofore uſurp'd 
From the Apuli-Peucetians. Theſe had join'd 5 
Againſt him in th' alliance, to demand 
Juſtice for this invaſion of their rights. 
He, to appeaſe them, had repos'd the place 
In th' hands of a Lucanian garriſon ; 
But had corrupted the Lucanian troops, 10 
As well as their commander; inſomuch 

K 3 That 
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That the Lucanians leſs authority 

Had at Venuſium, in effect, than he; 
And the Apulians, who had giv'n conſent 
Reſpecting the Lucanian garriſon, 


In this tranſaction had been over-reach'd. 


At this time, a Venuſian citizen 
To the allies had ſecretly propos'd 
Delivering up into their hands by night 
This ſcheme of his 


Woas of the more important conſequence, 


One of the city-gates. 


As king ADRASTUS had depolited 

All his proviſions and his warlike ſtores 

In an adjoining caftle, which muſt fall 
Into their hands, if they poſſeſs'd the town. 
NEsToR and PHILOCLEs, on their pats, 
Were of opinion, that they ſhould not ſlip 
So fair an opportunity. The chiefs, 

All led away by their authority, 

And by the advantageous conſequence 

Of ſuch an eaſy enterpriſe in view, 
Applaud their judgment: but ULyssEs' fon, 
At his return, his utmoſt efforts us'd 

To bend them from their purpoſe, 
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I, faid he, 35 
Am ſenſible, if ever man deſerv'd 
Jo be betray'd, and taken unawares, 
It is ADRASTUs, he who hath ſo oft 
Deceiv'd you all. I'm alſo well appris'd, 
In ſeizing on Venuſium, you would do 49 
No more than take poſſeſſion of a place 
That may be call'd your own, as it belongs 
To the Apulians, who're with you engag'd 
In the alliance. I moreover grant, 
That you might do it with the greater ſhow 45 
Of reaſon, as ApDRAsTVUs, who in truſt 
Depoſited this place, hath baſely brib'd 
Bota the commander, and the garriſon, 
To admit him at his pleaſure, And, in fine, 
I'm not to learn, if you this city took, 50 
That you'd be maſters of the caſtle too, 
The following day, with all the warlike ſtores 
1 here lodg'd ; and thus in two days you might 
end 


This formidable war. But were it not 


Better to periſh, than to conquer thus? 55 
Ls't fit, that fraud ſhould be by fraud repell'd ? 
What ! ſhall ſo many kings in war colleagu'd, 

1 4 The impious king ADRASTUS to chaſtiſe 
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For his deceits, like him deceivers prove ? 

If we may do, ev'n as ApRAsrus does, 
Then he's not culpable, and we're unjuſt 

In the attempt to puniſh him at all. 

Can all Heſperia, with Heſperia too 

So many Grecian colonies combin'd, 

And heroes from the ſiege of Troy return'd, 
Can all Heſperia find no other arms 

Againſt perfidiouſneſs and perjuries, 

Than perfidy and perjury ? You've ſworn 
By ev'ry thing moſt ſacred, you would leave 
Venuſium lodg'd in the Lucanians' hands, 
You ſay, that the Lucanian garriſon 

Hath been corrupted by ApRasTvs' bribes z 
'That I believe too ; but this garriſon 

Is ſtill by the Lucanians paid ; nor hath 
Ever refus'd t' obey them ; it hath kept 

At leaſt th' appearance of neutrality. 
ADRASTUS nor his people yet have ever 
Enter'd the place ; the treaty ſtill ſubſiſts ; 
Your oath is not forgotten by the Gods. 

Is an engagement never to be kept 

But when we want a plauſible pretence 

For breaking it ? and are not oaths to be 
Religiouſly and faithfully obſerv'd, 
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But when no int'reſt prompts a breach of faith ? 
If love of virtue, and the fear of Heav'n 85 
Aﬀect you not, let your own character, 
Let your own int'reſt move you. If you ſhow 
To men fo dangerous an example, bent 
To break your word, and violate your oath, 
To end a war; what wars will not be rais'd 90 
By ſuch an impious conduct? After this, 
What neighbour will not be conſtrain'd to fear, 
And to deteſt you ? Who will, after this, 
Ev'n in the laſt neceſſity, repoſe 
The leaft truft in you ? What ſecurity 95 
Could you propoſe, if you would be fincere, 
And it were of importance to perſuade 
A neighb'ring ſtate of your ſincerity ? 
A ſolemn treaty ? Such a one by you 
Will have been trodden under foot. An oath ? 
Will it not be notorious, that you deem 
The Gods as nothing, when you hope to reap 
Advantage by your perjury ?—Peace, then, 
No more ſecurity will have, than war, 
Where you're concern'd, Whatever you propoſe, 
Open or ſecret war will ſtill be deem'd, 
With thoſe who have th' unhappineſs to live 
Near you, you'll have perpetual enmity, 

All 
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All buſineſs or tranſactions that require 

Probity, confidence, and character, 110 
To you will ever be impoſſible. | 

You will have no means left, to gain belief | 


To any promiſes you make, 


I here is, 
Added TELEMACHUSsS, another point, I15 
More urgent ſtill, that ſhould impreſs your hearts, 
If any ſentiment of probity, 
If any forethought for your intereſts, 
Be {till remaining in your breaſts. ?Tis this; 
Such a deceitful conduct will ſtrike deep 120 
Into the very boſom of your league, 
And muſt deſtroy it ; perjury like this 
Will make ApRAsTVUs triumph. 


At theſe words 
The whole aſſembly mov'd, with one voice aſk'd, 
How he could ſay, an action that would be 
The means of vict'ry, could deſtroy the league? 
How, replied he, can you each other truſt, 

If once you break your faith, the only bond 
Of confidence, and good ſociety ! 139 
If once 'tis laid down as a maxim fixt, 
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To violate the rules of probity, 
And of fidelity, for intereſt-ſake, 
Which of you all can any other truſt, 


Whene'er that other ſhall his intereſt find 135 


In treach'ry, violation, and deceit ? 
What ſituation will you then be in ? 
Who then will not endeavour to prevent 
His neighbour's artifices by his own ? 
What will become of ſuch a general league, 140 
When thoſe compoſing it, have once agreed 
Amongſt themſelves in common- council met, 
That it were juſt, a neighbour to betray, 
And violate their faith already pledg'd ? 
What mutual jealouſy and diſtruſt will reign, 145 
Then what diviſions, and what eagerneſs 
Each other to deſtroy ? ADRAsTUs then 
Need only leave you in each other's hands, 
You'll ſoon do execution on yourſelves, 
And juſtify his perfidies.—O kings, 150 
Wiſe and magnanimous ! experienc'd kings, 
Who govern an innum'rable people, » 
A young man's counſels, O vouchſafe to hear! 
If in the laſt extremities of war 
You were involved, your duty then would be, 
By virtuous efforts to preſerve yourſelves, 
And 
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And vigilance ; true courage never ſhrinks, 

Or is caſt down. But if you once burſt thro” 

The bands of honour and fidelity, 

The loſs irreparable would be found, 160 

Ne'er could you re- eſtabliſn confidence, 

Which all affairs of conſequence require, 

Nor lead men back to virtuous principles, 

When once they're taught thoſe principles to 
ſlight. 

What is't you fear? Will not your courage ſerve 

T' inſure you victory without deceit ! 

Your virtue, with ſuch numbers join'd in arms, 

Think you not that ſufficient ? Let us fight, 

Nay, let us die, if Heav'n will have it ſo, 

Rather than conquer by unworthy means, 170 

ADRASTUS is already in our hands, 

The impious ApRAsTus, fo that we but dread 


To imitate his baſe and treach'rous arts. 


TELEMACHUS, concluding here, perceiv'd, 
That ſoft perſuaſion from his lips had Row'd, 175 
And penetrated to their inmolt ſouls. 

A profound ſilence reign'd; their thoughts were 
bent, 


Not on the ſpeaker, or his eloquence, 
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But on the force of truth that ſhow d itſelf 

Throughout his reas' ning. Fixt aſtoniſhment 

Hung on their viſages. At length was heard 

A hollow, murmuring ſound, that by degrees 

Spread through th' aſſembly. Each on the other 
turn'd 

His eyes, nor dar'd to be the firſt to ſpeak: 

Scarce able to reprels their ſentiments, 185 

They waited the deciſion of the chiefs. 

At length the venerable NesToR ſpoke : 


ULvssts' worthy fon, the Gods by you 
Have ſpoken ; and MinERva, who fo oft 


Inſpir'd your father, in your heart hath put 190 
The wiſe and gen'rous counſel you have giv'n. 

I look not on your youth ; in all you've faid, 
MINERVA“s wiſdom only I regard. 

You have ſtood up for virtue ; without that, 3 
The greateſt gains are, in effect, but loſs; 195 4 
Without that, ſoon we draw upon ourſelves 1 
The vengeance of our foes, our friends' diſtruſt, 
In all good men raiſe horror, and incur 

The juſt diſpleaſure of th' offended Gods. 

Then let us leave Venuſium in the hands 200 
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Of the Lucanians, and reſolve to cruſh 


ADRASTUS by our bravery alone. 


He ſaid ; and all th' aſſembly rung applauſe 
To theſe wiſe words: but in th* applauſe they gave, 
Loſt in aſtoniſhment, all turn'd their eyes 205 
Still tow'rds ULyssEs' ſon, and thought they ſaw 
MiNERVA's wiſdom in his aſpect ſhine, | 


By whom he was inſpir'd. 


Erelong aroſe 
Another queſtion at the council-board, 210 
In which he no leſs ſignaliz'd himſelf, 
ADRAsTUs, ever bent on cruelty 
And perfidy, had ſent into the camp 
A ſpy, by name ACANTHUs, who had engag'd 
To poiſon all the moſt illuſtrious chiefs 215 
Of th' army, and to leave no means untried, 
To take TELEMACHUSs off, the terror grown 
Of all the Daunian troops. ULrYssEs' ſon, 
Who too much courage, too much candour had, 
T' admit ſuſpicion, as a friend receiv'd 220 
This man, unfortunate as he appear'd, 


Who had U vss Es ſeen in Sicily, 
And 
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And his attention artfully engag'd 

By the relation of that hero's deeds, 

And his adventures. He ſupported him, 225 
Endeavour'd t' alleviate his diſtreſs ; 

For he complain'd of having been deceiv'd, 

And groſsly treated with indignity, 

By king ADRasTUs. This was cheriſhing 

A pois'nous viper in his boſom lodg'd, 230 
Ever prepar'd t' inflict a mortal wound. 

Another ſpy was taken, nam'd ARr1oN, 

Who by AcanTHus was employ'd, t' inform 
ADRASTUs of the ſtate of the allics, | 

And, at the ſame time, bring him certain word, 
That, at a feaſt, to be the following day 

Giv'a by TELEM Achs, he'd poiſon him, 

And all the royal chiefs. AR10N caught, 
Confeſs'd his treachery. * T'was of courſe ſuppos'd, 
He with AcANTHUs held intelligence, 240 
Of whom he appear'd to be the boſom- friend. 
But, in profound diſſimulation vers'd, | 
ACANTHUS pleaded in his own defence, 

With ſo much intrepidity and art, 

They could not prove him guilty, nor could ſift 


This deep plot to the bottom. 
L 2 In 
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In this doubt, 
Moſt of the princes of opinion were, 
ACANTHUS for the public ſafety ſhould 
Forthwith be facrific'd ; he ought, ſaid they, 250 
To die; the life of one man, when the lives 
And ſafety of ſo many kings require it, 
Is nothing! Of what mighty conſequence 
Is't to deſtroy one man, tho' innocent, 
When eben the preſervation is concern'd 255 
Of thoſe who repreſent the Gods on earth? 


What an inhuman maxim! then replied 
TELEMACHUS 3 what barbarous policy! 
Are you ſo prodigal of human blood ? 
You, who're appointed ſhepherds of mankind, 
And govern but to guard them, as a flock 
Is guarded by a ſhepherd? You are then 
Devouring wolves, not ſhepherds ; or at leaſt 
Not ſhepherds but to fleece, and to deſtroy, 
Inſtead of paſturing the flock. With you, 265 
To be accus'd is to be culpable ; 
Suſpicion merits death; the innocent 
Are at the mercy then of ſlanderers ; 
And as diſtruſt and tyranny increaſe 


Within your breaſts, more victims too muſt bleed. 
'Thele 
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Theſe words ſevere TELEMACHs pronounc'd 
With ſuch authority and vehemence, 
As to ſubdue all hearts, and fill with ſhame 
Thoſe who advis'd ſo infamous an act. 
Then in a milder tone, For me, faid he, 275 
] have not ſuch a high regard for life, 
As to preſerve it on ſuch terms as theſe ; 
Better, ACANTHUs ſhould be criminal, 
And treach'roully take away my life, 
Than I ſhould be fo, and ſhould take away 280 
His life unjuſtly, in a doubtful caſe. 
But hear me, you who, being appointed kings, 
And judges of the people, ever ſhould 
With juſtice, prudence, moderation, judge, 
Permit me to interrogate ACANTHUS 285 


Here in your preſence, 


Straight he queſtion'd him 
As to his commerce with ARION held; 
An infinite variety he urg'd 
Of facts and circumſtances. Oft he feign'd 290 
That to ADRASTUS he would ſend him back 
As a deſerter worthy of puniſhment, 


To ſee if he diſcover'd any fear 


Of being fo ſent back, or not: but he, 
L 3 In 
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In voice and countenance, remain'd unmov'd. 

At length, unable to find out the truth, 
TELEMACHvUs faid, Deliver up your ring, 

I' ſend it to ApRasTUs. At theſe words 
ACANTHUS was embarraſs'd, he turn'd pale. 
TELEMACHUs perceiv'd it, for his eyes 300 
Were fixt upon him; and he took the ring. 

This ring, faid he, t' ApRAsTus ſhall be ſent, 

By th” hands of a Lucanian, whom you know, 
By name PoLYTRoPOs, who ſhall appear 

As privily ſent by you. If by theſe means 305 
We can diſcover your intelligence 

With King ApRAsrus, then expect to die 

By torments exquiſite. On th' other hand, 

If from this moment you confeſs your crime, 

It ſhall be pardon'd, and you'll be convey'd 310 
To a certain iſland, where you'll be ſupplied 
With every thing you want. ACANTHUS then 
Confeſs'd the whole of the conſpiracy ; 

And, at TELEMACHUsS” requeſt, the kings 
Granted him life, as had been promis'd him. 315 
He to th Echinades was ſent, and there 


Liv'd unmoleſted. 
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Not long aſter this, 

A Daunian of obſcure deſcent, but bold 
And violent temper, nam'd Dioscokus, 320 
Came to the camp of the allies by night, 
Off'ring to kill ApRasTvs in his tent. 
*T was in his pow'r ; for then another's life 
Is at command, when no account is made 
Of one's own life. Now this man nothing 

breath'd 325 
But vengeance tow'rds ADRASTUs, who had ſeiz d 
His wife, whom he moſt paſſionately lov'd, 
And who in beauty equall'd Venvs' ſelf. 
He ſecretly a correſpondence held, 
To enter the king's tent at dead of night, 330 
And be aſſiſted in the enterpriſe 
By ſev'ral Daunian captains : but he thought, 
T bat, at the very inftant this were done, 
Th' allies ſhould ſtorm AprAsTus* camp, that he, 
In the confuſion, might with greater eaſe 335 
Secure himſelf, and carry off his wife. 
He was content to periſh, if he fail'd 
To bring her off when he had flain the king. 
Soon as Dioscokus had to the kings 
Diſcover'd and explain'd his ſcheme, all turn'd 
Tow'rds TELEMACHUS, as they would fain 

| Have 
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Have his deciſion. The juſt Gods, faid he, 

Who have preſerv'd us from ſuch treach'rous 
hands, 

Forbid us to make uſe of them ourſelves, 

Our int'reſt, if our virtue mov'd us not, 345 

Should lead us to reject ſo baſe an act 

Whea we, by our example, countenance 

Such treachery, that moment we deſerve 


To have it turn'd againſt us: after this, 


Which of us all could find ſecurity ? 350 


ADRASTUS will be able to evade 

The {ſtroke that threatens him, and make it fall 
With double fury on th' allies. The war 
Thenceforward will no longer be a war; 

Wiſdom and virtue then will uſeleſs be; 355 
Nothing but perhdy and treachery, 

And baſe aſſaſſinations, will be ſeen. 

The dreadful conſequences we ourlſclves 

Shall feel, and ſhall deſerve it too, when we 

The greateſt of all ills have authoriz'd, 360 
Then to ADpRAsTUs ſend the traitor back: 

That king, I muſt confeſs, deſerves it not; 

But all Heſperia, and all Greece, whoſe eyes 

Are fixt upon us, at our hands deſerve 


That we this line of conduct ſhould purſue, 365 
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To merit their eſteem. We owe t' ourſelves, 
Nay to the all- juſt Gods of heav'n, we owe 
Abhorrence to ſuch perfidy. 


Forthwith 
DroscoRus was to ADR AsTuUs ſent, 370 
Who ſhudder'd at the danger he'd eſcap'd, 
And beyond meaſure was amaz'd to find - 
Such gen'rous conduct in an enemy; 
For wicked men have not the faculty 
To comprehend pure virtue. He was forc'd, 375 
Againſt his will, t admire what he had ſeen, 
Yet durſt not give it praiſe. This noble at 
Of the allies, now fill'd his heart with ſhame, 
On recollecting his own treacheries 
And cruelties. He labour'd to degrade 380 
The generoſity of th' act, aſham'd 
T” appear ungrateſul, though to that he ow'd 
His life; but men abandon'd and corrupt, 
Are quickly hardened againſt every thing 
That can affect the heart. ApRASTUSs now 385 
Obſerving, that th' credit of th' allies 
Daily augmented, thought himſelf oblig'd 
To ſtrike againſt them ſome important ſtroke. 
Incapable of any virtuous act, 


He 
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He would fain try by dint of arms to gain 390 
Some great advantage, and prepar'd for fight. 


The day of battle being now arriv'd, 
Scarce had the morn her roſy path prepar'd 
For th” orient ſun, when young TELEMAcHus, 
Preventing by his care the vigilance 395 
Of th” oldeſt captains, broke from th' arms of ileep, 
And put in motion all the officers. 
His helm, with waving creſt, already beam'd 
Around his head, and round his body ſhone 
His cuiraſs dazzling all beholders' eyes. 400 
Beſides its natural beauty, V ULcaNn's work 
Had the bright cegis under it conceal'd. 
With one he graſp'd his ſpear, with th” other hand 
Poſts to be occupied he pointed out, 
MixERvA o'er his eyes a fire divine 405 
Had ſhed, and o'er his face a noble air 
Majeſtic, which already earneſt gave 
Of victory, He march'd, and all the kings, 
As if they had forgot their age, their rank, 
And vignity, now felt themſelves, as twere, 410 
Drawn after him by fome ſuperior pow r. 
Diſtruſt and jealouſy are felt no more. 


The hero, whom MINZRVA by the hand 
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Conducts inviſibly, to him all yields. 


Nothing impetuous or precipitate 415 


In any of his actions now appears ; 


All-gentle, patient, and compos'd he ſeems, 
Ready to liſten to advice; but ſtill 

Active, attentive to far-diſtant wants, 

Arranging matters ſo as not to cauſe 420 
Embarraſſment to others, or himſelf ; 

Excuſes faults ; corrects miſtakes, prevents 

All difficulties, never more requires 

Than what is reaſonable ; and inſpires 

Juſt liberty and confidence throughout, 425 
Does he an order give? it is expreſs'd 

In the moſt ſimple and the cleareſt terms: 

The better to inſtruct the perſon fixt 

To execute it, he repeats it too : 

Straight he diſcovers by his countenance, 430 
Whither he comprehends the order giv'n; 

Makes him explain, how far he underſtands 

The purport of his words, and leading view 

Of the intended enterpriſe. When thus 

He is convinc'd of his good ſenſe and ſkill, 435 
And ſees he comprehends his full deſign, | 
He then diſmiſſes him, but not without 


Some mark of his eſteem and conhdence, 


To 


124 TE ADVENTURES Book XX. 


T' encourage him. Thus all, by him employ'd, 
Still eager were to pleaſe him, and ſucceed; 440 
But were not check'd by fear, that he'd impute 
Want of ſucceſs to them; for ev'ry fault, h 
Not wilfully incurr'd, he would excuſe. 


Inflam'd and red th' horizon now appear'd 
With the ſun's early rays, and all the deep 445 
Sparkled with fires, ſhot from the riſing day. 
With men, arms, horſes, chariots, all the coaſt 
Was cover'd; all in motion: *twas a noiſe 
Like that of th' irritated waves, confus'd, 

When NEPTUNE with loud raging ſtorms ploughs 
up 452 

The bottom of the deep. Thus Mars began 

By th' horrid craſh of arms, and dreadful pomp 

Of ſounding war, to ſow in ev'ry heart 

Diſcord and rage. The plain was cover'd o'er 

With briſtling pikes, like waving ears of corn 

Spread o'er the furrow'd field in harveſt-time, 

A cloud of duſt was rais'd, that by degrees 

Hid from the eyes of men the earth and ſky, 

Confuſion, horror, carnage, ſtalk'd along, 

And unrelenting death. 450 
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Scarce were exchang'd 
The firſt-thrown weapons, when ULyssEs' ſon, 
With hands and eyes uplifted tow'rds Heav'n, 


Pronounc'd theſe words: 


Father of Gods and men, 

Almighty Jove, on our fide thou behold'ſt 
Juſtice and peace, which without ſhame we ſought, 
'Tis with regret we fight; we wiſh'd to ſpare 
The ſhedding of men's blood; nor do we hate 
This enemy, though he perfidious be, 475 
Cruel, and facrilegious. See and decide 
*T wixt him and us. If we muſt die, our lives 
Are in thy hands; or if our fortune be 
To fave Heſperia, and the tyrant cruſh, 
It is to thine, and to MinNERvA's pow'r, 489 
The daughter of thy wiſdom ; *tis to thee, 
VWho art the giver of all victory, 
The glory will be due. Tis thou decid'ft 
The fate of battles in thy balance weigh'd : 
For thee we fight; ſince thou'rt the ſov'reign 

judge, 485 
ADRASTUS thus is more thy enemy, 


Tran ours, If then thy cauſe victorious prove, 
M Ere 
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Ere the day end, thy altars with the blood 
Of a whole hecatomb ſhall overflow. 


This ſaid, he drives his fiery, foaming ſteeds 
Into the thickeſt ranks of th* enemy, 
A Locrian, PERIANDER, firſt of all 
He encounter'd, who had on a lion's ſkin, 
Which, journeying in Celicia, he had ſlain. 
In ſtrength and ſize gigantic, he was arm'd 495 
With an enormous club, like HERCULES. 
TELEMACHUS beholding, he deſpis'd 
The youth and beauty of his countenance, 
Is it for thee, ſaid he, effeminate youth, 
In martial glory to contend with us ? 500 
Go, ſtripling, go—down to th' infernal ſhades, 
To ſeek thy father. As he ſpoke theſe words, 
He lifted up his knotty, pond'rous club, 
Thick-ſet with ſpikes of iron ; it appear'd 
Like a ſhip-maſt : all dread the falling ſtroke 505 
Aim'd at ULyssEs' ſon; but he evades 
The ſtroke, and rapid as an eagle Carts 
On PRERIAN DER. In its fall, the club 
The wheel of an adjoining chariot broke. 


The young Greek inſtant pierces with a dart 510 
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The throat of PERIANDER ; guſhing forth 

From the large wound, the blood chokes up his 
voice : 

His fiery courſers, feeling now no more 

His nerveleſs hand, the looſe reins on their necks 

Floating, bewilder'd, fly acroſs the plain: 515 

He headlong from his chariot falls, his eyes 

Clos'd to the light, and the pale hue of death 

O'erſpreading his disfigur'd countenance, 

TELEMACHUS, pitying him, his body gave 

To his attendants, but the hon's ſkin 529 


And club reſery'd, as marks of victory, 


Inſtant he ſeeks ADRasTvs in the fight 
But in his courſe a crowd of combatants 
He hurries to the manſions of the dead ; 
HyLæus, who had coupled to his car 525 
Two courſers equal to the Sun's, and rear'd 
On the extenſive plains of Aufidus; 
DEMOLEON, who in Sicily erewhile 
Had almoſt equall'd Ex vx in the art 
Of fighting with the Ceſtus; CRAN TOR next, 
Who was the hoſt and friend of HeRcuLEs, 
That celebrated ſon of JuP1TER, 
When he, in paſſing through Heſperia, flew 
M 2 The 
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The famous Cacus; then MENECRATESs, 

Who, it was ſaid, in wreſtling equal waͤs 535 
Almoſt to PoLLux ; a Salapian next, 
Hiepocoox, in graceful horſemanſhip 
Reſembling CasTor ; EURYMEDEs too, 

A famous hunter, ever with the blood 


Of bears and wild boars ſtain'd, which on the 


cold | 540 


And ſnow-clad heights of th' Apennine he flew ; 
Who to Diana was, they ſaid, ſo dear, 

That ſhe inſtructed him in archery ; 
N1cosTRATUS, who had a giant ſlain 

Amidſt the Gargan rocks, who breath'd out fire, 
And ELEANTHUS, who had hop'd t' eſpouſe 
Young ProLos, daughter of the river LIRIs: 
She by her father had been promis'd him 

Who from a dragon ſhould deliver her, 

Which on the borders of that ſtream was bred, 
And by which, as an oracle foretold, 

The damſel was erelong to be devour'd. 

This young man, through exceſs of love, engag'd 
To kill the monſter ; he ſucceeded there, 

But liv'd not to enjoy his victory: 555 
Polo, preparing for the nuptial rites, 
Impatiently expeCting his return, 
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Was told, that with ApRAsrus he had gone 

To battle, and that unrelenting fate 

Had cut his thread of life in twain. She fill'd 

The woods and neighb'ring mountains with her 
moan z | 

Her eyes were drown'd in tears; ſhe tore her hair, 

Forgot the garlands ſhe was wont to weave, 

And call'd the Heav'ns unjuſt, She night and 
day 

Weeping inceſſantly, the Gods at length 565 

Took pity on her, and, at the requeſt 

Of LIRIs, put a period to her woes. 

Weeping to ſuch exceſs, ſhe was at once 

Into a fountain chang'd, that takes its courſe 

To join its waters with her father's ſtream: 570 

The water 's bitter ſtill ; the graſs around 

Is never green ; and on its diſmal brink 

No other but the cypreſs-ſhade is ſeen. 


Mean-while ApRAsrus, who had been inform'd 
TELEMACHUs ſpread terror all around, 575 
Eagerly ſought him in the fight; he thought, 
ULysses? ſon, at ſuch a tender age, 

Would prove an eaſy conqueſt ; with him too 
Were thirty Daunians of uncommon ſtrength, 


M 3 Addreſs, 
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Addreſs, and boldneſs, who had great rewards 

Promis'd them, if they could by any means 

Take off TELEMAcavs. Had he juſt then 

Encounter'd him, theſe thirty men, no doubt, 

By hemming round TELEMACHus's car, 

ADRASTUS too attacking him in front, 585 

Would quickly have diſpatch'd him. But Mi- 
NERVA 

Caus'd them to go aſtray. 


ADRASsTVUsS thought 
That in a certain quarter of the plain, 
Cloſe at the bottom of a hill, he ſaw 590 
And heard TELEMACHUs amidſt a crowd 
Of combatants engag'd. He runs, he flies, 
Eagerly bent to glut himſelf with blood : 
But he, inſtead of young TELEMACHUS, 
The aged NesToR finds, with trembling hand, 
Caſting at random unavailing darts. 
Him in his rage ApRasTvs would have ſlain, 
Had not a troop of Pylians, clofing round, 
That inſtant fav'd his life. 


A ſhow'r of darts, 600 


Like a thick cloud, erclong obſcur'd the air 
Around, 
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Around, and cover'd all the combatants: 

And nothing but the plaintive cries were heard 

Of men expiring, or the craſh of arms 

From bodies falling in the fight; the earth 605 
Groan'd under heaps of lain; on ev'ry fide 

Ran ſtreams of blood. BELLONA and fierce Mars, 
With th' infernal Furies drench'd in blood, 

Fed with this ſpectacle their cruel eyes, 

Fell rage renewing ſtill in ev*ry heart. 619 
Theſe Deities, the enemies of man, 

Drove gen'rous pity, ſoft humanity, 

And temp'rate valour, far from either fide. 

In this confus'd and adverſe throng of men, 

All thirſting for each other's blood, was ſeen 615 
Nothing but carnage, vengeance, blank deſpair, 
And brutal fury. Shudd'ring at the fight, 
PALLAS herſelf, th* invincible and wiſe, 

Starts back with horror. | 


Mean-while PHILOCTETES, 
With HRRCULESs's arrows in his hands, 
To ſuccour NEsToR, with flow pace advanc'd, 
ADRasTvus having miſs'd his aim, and fail'd 
The venerable NESTOR to diſpatch, 
Had ſtruck at ſev'ral Pylians, whom he caus d 
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To bite the duſt. Already he d prevail'd 
O'er Evs1Las, ſo ſwift and light of foot, 

His ſteps were ſcarce impreſs'd upon the ſand, 
And who, in his own country, far outſtript 


Eurotas and Alpheus' rapid ſtreams. 630 


Fall'n at ApRAsTus' feet was ENTIPHRON, 
More beautiful than HyLas, in the chace 

For ardour equal to HiepoLYTVUs, 

Subdu'd beneath his arm was PTEREL as, 

Who went with NEsToR to the ſiege of Troy, 
And whom ACHILLES valu'd for his ſtrength 
And bravery, ARISTOGITON too, 

Who, as he bath'd in AcHELov's ſtream, 

From that God ſecretly receiv'd the pow'r 

T' aſſume all forts of forms. He was, in fact, 
In all his motions ſo alert and lithe, 

That he could ſlip thro' hands the moſt robuſt, 
But now ADRASTUs piercing with his lance 
Render'd him motionleſs, and with his blood 
His ſoul ſtraight took its flight. 645 


The aged NEsToR, 
Seeing the braveſt of his captains fall 
Beneath ApRasTvus' arm, as the ripe corn 


Beneath the active reaper's ſickle falls, 
Thinks 
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Thinks on th' impending danger now no more, 
To which he expos'd himſelf without avail. 

His old age he forgets, attentive now 

But to his fon Pis1sTRATUs alone, 

Who, on his part, was ardently engag'd 

In combat, to preſerve his father's life, 655 
But now the fatal moment was arriv'd, 

By Heav'n decreed, in which Pis1STRATUS 

Was to make Nxs ron feel the miſery 

Of having liv'd too long. 


Pisis TRA Tus, 660 
With pointed lance, againſt ApRasTUs aim'd 
So fierce a ſtroke, the Daunian muſt have fall'n 
Beneath its force ; but he evaded it; 
And while Pis1STRATUsS, thrown off his poize, 
Is drawing back his lance, ApRasTvus darts 665 
A javelin through his belly. Straight guſh'd out 
His bowels with a ſtream of blood; his hue 
Fades like a flow'r that in the verdant mead 
By ſome ny mph's hand is ſever'd from the ſtalk. 
His eyes were almoſt quench'd, his voice juſt gone. 
His governor Al cus, who ſtood near, 
Suſtain'd him as he fell, and juſt had time 
To bear him to his father's boſom. - There, | 


In 
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In his laſt moments, he attempts to ſpeak, 
There the laſt marks of filial tenderneſs 675 
Would fain have ſhown, but in th' attempt expir'd. 


In the mean while, as Pr1LocTETEs ſpread 
Carnage and horror round him, to repel 
The efforts of ApRASTUS, NEsTOR holds 
Cloſe in his arms the body of his ſon: 680 
He fills the air with cries, and hates the light. 
Alas ! ſaid he, what miſery it is 
T've been a father, to have liv'd too long! 


Ah! cruel deſtinies, why did ye not 


Then, when I chas'd the Calydonian boar, 685 


Or when I went to Colchos, or engag'd 

In the firſt ſiege of Troy, there end my life? 
With glory, free from ſorrow, I had died: 

Now an old age J heavily drag on, 

Wretched, contemptible, and impotent. 690 
I live but for misfortunes; am alive 

Only to ſorrow. O my ſon, my ſon ! 

O my Prs1sTRATUs! I, when I loſt 
ANTILOCHUS thy brother, ſtill had then 

To comfort me: I have thee now no more, 695 
No conſolation left ; all's paſt and gone. 


The ſole alleviation of men's woes, 
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Hope, is to me extinguiſh'd. O my ſons ! 
ANTILOCHUS, PISISTRATUS | I ſeem 

This day t've loſt you both; the death of one 
Opens afreſh the wound the other once 

Made in my heart. I n&er ſhall ſee you more. 
Who'll cloſe my eyes ? My aſhes who'll collect? 
Thou, like thy brother, O PrsisrRATus, 

Haſt died a man of courage ; I alone, 705 
I only cannot die, 


As he pronounc'd 
Theſe words, he fain would, with a dart he held, 
Have pierc'd himſelf ; but they arreſt his hand, 
And force away the body of his ſon. 710 
In this diſtreſs th* unfortunate old man, 
Swooning away, Was to his tent convey'd : 
Recov'ring there in ſome degree his ſtrength, 
He now was all impatient to return, 


And mingle in the fight, but was withheld. 715 


Mean-while the Daunian king and PyiLocTETEs 


| Each other ſought ; fire ſparkled in their eyes, 


As when a lion and a leopard meet, 

Eager to tear each other, on the plains 

Through which Cayſter lows. Fierce menaces, 
Vengeande 
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Vengeance and cruelty, and warlike rage, 

Dart from their ſavage eyes. They certain death 
Deal all around, where'er their weapons fall. 
Now in each other's ſight as they advance, 

They ſtrike with terror all the combatants; 725 
While PuilocrEres carries in his hand 

One of his direful, never-failing ſhafts, 

Inflicting irremediable wounds. 

But MaRs, who favour'd the intrepid might 

And cruelty of ApRASTus, could not bear 730 
That he ſhould fall ſo ſoon ; by him he wiſh'd 
The horrid deeds of ſlaughter to prolong. 
ADRASTUS to the juſtice of the Gods 

Was alſo due, an inſtrument of wrath 


To puniſh, and to ſpill the blood of men. 735 


Juſt at the point of time when PaILoCTETEs 
Uprais'd his arm to ſtrike him, he himſelf 
Was wounded by AMPHIMACHUs's lance, 
A young Lucanian far more beautiful 
Than Nikkus, who in beauty yielded not 749 
To any Grecian at the ſiege of Troy, 
Except ACHILLES. Scarce had PHILOCTETES 
Receiv'd the wound, when he an arrow drew 


Againſt AMPHIMACHUS, that pierc'd his heart. 
At 
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At once extinguiſh'd were his fine black eyes, 745 

And cover'd with the ſhades of death, His lips, 

More roſy than the morn, their colour loſt ; 

A deadly paleneſs overſpread his cheeks : 

His delicate, ſoft features underwent 

A diſmal change. E'en PriLocTeTEs' ſelf 750 

Felt pity for him ; all the combatants, 

Touch'd with compaſſion, wail the fallen youth 

Rolling in blood; his hair, once beautiful 

As that of PHoeBus, trailing in the duſt, 

But PHILOCTETES, having overcome 755 

AMPHIMACHUS, was forc'd to quit the fight; 

With loſs of blood ſtrength fail'd him; his old 
wound, 

By his exertion in the combat, ſeem'd 

Ready once more to open, and renew #. 

His former pains; for AscuLaPius' ſons 760 

Had not been able, by their art divine, 

To heal him perſectly. Behold him now 

Ready to tumble o'er the bloody heap 

Of bodies round him fall'n. ARcHIDAMAsG, 

Of far the nobleſt mien, and moſt adroit 765 

Of all the Oebalians he had with him brought 

To found Petilia, bore him off the field, 


Jult at the moment when ApRAsTus might 
N With 
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With eaſe have laid him low. ADpRAsTus now 
Finds nothing more that dares reſiſt his force, 
Or can retard the victory. All falls, 

All flies before him, like a mighty ſtream 

That overflows its banks, and with-it ſweeps 
Flocks, ſhepherds, corn, and villages, along, 


TELEMACHUs heard from far the conquerors' 
cries, 775 
Saw the diſorder of the troops, that fled 
Before ADRASTUS, as a drove of ſtags 
Traverſe alarm'd th' extenſive plains; nor woods, 


Mountains, nor rapid rivers, ſtop their courſe, 


| When by the huntſmen chas'd, 780 


UL yssEs' ſon 
Groans ; indignation ſparkles in his eyes; 
Inſtant he quits the ſpot where he had long, 
With ſo much danger, ſo much glory, fought ; 
Runs to ſupport his men; all drench'd in blood 
Of ſlaughter'd enemies laid low in duſt, 
Advances, and far off ſets up a cry 
By both the armies heard, 
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Minery A now 
Had to a ſtrange and dreadful pitch wound up 
His voice that made the neighb'ring mountains 
ring. 

Never did Mars in Thrace his horrid voice 
Exert with greater loudneſs, when he calls 
Th' infernal furies round him, war and death. 
TELEMACHUs's cry revives the hearts 795 
And courage of his men, and chills with fear 
The enemy. ADRASTUS is aſham'd 
To feel himſelf alarm'd and terrified, 
Innumerable fatal preſages 
Unhinge his very frame, and that which ſerves 
To animate him, is more like defpair 
Than tanquil valour. Thrice his trembling knees 
Began to totter under him; and thrice 
He ſtarted back, not knowing what he did. 
A languid paleneſs ſeiz d him, à cold ſweat 805 
Bedew'd his limbs; his hoarſe, obſtructed voice 
Could not articulate a word ; his eyes, 
Sparkling with gloomy fire, appear'd to ſtart 
Out of his head; he like OresTEs ſeem'd, 
By furies agitated ; every turn 810 
And motion was convulſive. He begins 
Now to believe, that there are Gods above. 

N 2 He 
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He fancies he beholds them all-incens'd, 

And thinks he hears a hollow, diſmal voice 
Aſcending from the bottom of th' abyſs, 815 
Calling him down to gloomy Tartarus ; 

While every thing around him makes him feel 

A more than human, an almighty hand 
Invincible, uplifted o'er his head, 

Ready to fall, and cruſh him with its weight. 820 
Hope is extinguiſh'd in his breaſt ; at once 

His courage ſinks, as day-light diſappears 

When the Sun hides himſelf in th' ocean-ſtream, 
And ſhades of darkneſs overſpread the earth, 


ADRASTUS on the earth too long endur'd, 825 
If men ſuch chaſtiſements did not require. 

Th' impious ADRAsTUs now drew near his end, 
He all-bewilder'd runs to meet his fate 
Inevitable ; horror, ſharp remorſe, 

Rage, fury, conſternation, and deſpair, 830 
Go with him. When TELEMACHUS appears, 

He thinks he ſecs hell open, and the flames 

Of gloomy Phlegethon in whirling ſpires 

Reach to devour him. He cries out; his mouth 
Open remains, unable to pronounce 835 


A ſingle word. Juſt as a man in ſleep, 
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Mov'd by ſome frightful dream, attempts to ſpeak, 


But words are ſought in vain. 


With trembling hand 
ADRASTUS with precipitation throws 840 
His javelin at TELEMAcHus. But he, 
Intrepid, and befriended by the Gods, 
Preſents his ſhield to guard himſelf, It ſeem'd 
As victory hover'd with extended wings, 
And held already o'er his head her crown, 845 
Sedate, calm courage in his eyes beam'd forth; 
He like the wiſe Minerva's ſelf appear'd, 
So cool, determin'd, and compos'd, he ſeem'd, 
In perils the moſt imminent. The dart, 
Thrown by Apr Astros, from the ſhield recoiPd.. 
ADRASTUS then makes haſte to draw his ſword, 
That ſo TELEMACHus might have no time 
To throw his dart in turn, ULvssts' fon, 
Seeing ADRASTUS with his ſword in hand, 
Straight draws his own, and lays his dart aſide. 


They thus engag'd ; the other combatants, 
To view them more attentively, lay down 
Their arms in ſilence, and from them expect 
The fate and iſſue of the war. The ſwords, 
N 3 Like 
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Like lightning flaſhing, oft together claſh, 860 

And on the poliſh'd, loud-reſounding arms 

Deal ineffectual blows. Th' antagoniſts 

Extend, contract themſelves, fink, riſe again 

At once, and finally each other ſeize. 

Not the thick-ſpreading ivy, when it mounts 865 

Up to the topmoſt branches of the elm, 

More cloſely twines around the knotty trunk, 

Than theſe two combatants each other claſp'd. 

ADRASTUS had loſt nothing of his ſtrength; 

TELEMACHUS his full ſtrength had not reach'd, 

ADRASTUS us'd his efforts, by ſurpriſe 

To overturn his young antagoniſt; 

Makes an attempt to ſeize his ſword, in vain : 

TELEMACHUS that moment liſts him up, 

And brings him to the ground. Now th' impious 
wretch, 875 

Who ever had deſpis'd the Gods, betrays 

A coward- fear of death; though he 's aſham'd 

To aſk his life, yet can he not forbear 

To ſhow that he deſires it: he attempts 

To move TELEMACHUs's pity. Now, 880 

Son of ULyssEs, now, at laſt, ſaid he, 

I own the Gods are juſt ; they puniſh me, 

As I've deſery'd ; misfortune can alone 
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Open the eyes of men to ſee the truth ; 

I ſee it now, and I am felf-condemn'd : 885 
But, oh! let an unhappy king be heard; 

Think on your father far from Ithaca, 

And let that thought to pity melt your heart, 


TELEMACHUS, already with his ſword 
Uplifted to diſpatch him, holding him 890 
Beneath his knees, ſtraight anſwer d; All I wiſh, 
Is but the peace and victory of thoſe ſtates 
I came to ſuccour; I have no delight 
In ſhedding blood. Then, O ApRasTvs, live; 
Live to correct your errors; render up 895 
All you *ve uſurp'd, and re-eſtabliſh peace 
And juſtice in Heſperia, which you've flain'd 
With maſſacre and blood, and treachery. 
Live; be another man; and by your fall 
Learn, that the Gods are juſt ; that wicked men 
Are by their guilt unfortunate ; that they 
Deceive themſelves in ſeeking happineſs 
By violence, inhumanity, and fraud ; 
In fine, that happineſs and peace of mind 
On virtue and ſimplicity depend. 905 
Your ſon, young MeTRoDORUs, ſtraight give up 
As hoſtage, with twelve nobles of your ſtate. 

TELEMACHUS 
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TELEMACHUs permits ApRASTus then 
To riſe, and offers him the hand of peace, 
Suſpecting not his treach'ry : but forthwith 910 
Another ſhort dart, which he kept conceal'd, 
ADRASTUSs level'd at ULyssEs' ſon: 
This was ſo ſharp, and thrown with ſo much ſkill, 
It muſt have pierc'd TELEMACHus's arms, 
Had they not been of workmanſhip divine, 913 
ADRASTUsS ſtraight behind a tree retires, 
T' avoid th' young Greek's purſuit ; who then 

cried out, ; 
Daunians ! you ſee the victory is ours; 
Fly impious have recourſe to treach'rous arts, 
And have no other means to ſave themſelves. 920 
He who fears not the Gods, fears death; but he, 
Who fears them, fears nought elſe. On ſaying 
this, | 

He advances tow'rds the Daunians, and at once 
Beckons his men on th' other ſide the tree, 
To ſtop the baſe ApRasTvs's retreat. 92.5 
Fearing ſurpriſe, ADRAsTUs makes a feint 
As of returning, fully bent to force 
The Cretans that obſtruct his way, But ſwift 
As lightning ſhot from heav'n on guilty heads, 


By the ſupreme of Gods, Uzi rss ES ſon - 930 
Darts 
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Darts on his foe, and, with victorious hand 

Seizing, o'erturns him as the bluſt'ring North 

Levels the golden harveſt on the plain ; 

Nor hears him more, tho” th' impious wretch at- 
tempts 

Once more t' abuſe the goodneſs of his heart. 935 

His ſword he. furious buries in his breaſt, 

And ſends him headlong to Tartarean flames, 


The juſt reward of his enormous crimes, 
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Aaraſtus being 22 ftretch out their 
hands to the allies in token of peace, and defire 
that they will grant them a king of their own na- 
tion. Neſtor, inconſolable for the loſs of his ſoth 
abſents himſelf from the aſſembly of the chiefs, moſt 
of whom are for dividing among ft themſelves the 
country of the conquered, and ceding the territory 
of Arpi to Telemachus. Far from accepting this AF 


offer, Telemachus makes it appear to be the com- F 

mon intereſt of the allies, ta chooſe Polydamas king Of their 

| of the Daunians, and to leave them the quiet poſ- For thei 
| ſeſſion of their lands. He afterwards prevail Their ha 
upon that people to beſtow the territory of Arpi on And ami 

Diomed, who. accidentally arrived on their coaſt. Nam'd \ 

The troubles being thus ended, they all ſeparatt, In fraud, 
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DRASTUS being dead, the Daunians now, 
Far from regretting the defeat and loſs 
Of their commander and king, rejoic'd 
For their deliverance. They all held forth 
Their hands to the allies, in ſign of peace, 5 
And amity reſtor'd. ApRasrus' ſon} 
Nam'd METRODORUS, whom his ſire had train'd 
In fraud, injuſtice, inhumanity, 
Diſhonourably fled. A certain ſlave, 
accomplice in his cruelties and guilt, 10 
Whom he himſelf had ſet at liberty, 
Hal loaded with his favours, and had made 
O The 
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The confidential partner of his flight, 

By intereſted motives ſway'd, refoly'd 

To prove a traitor ; baſely from behind 15 

He ſtabb'd him in his flight, cut off his head, 

And brought it to the camp of th' allies, 

Expecting to receive a great reward 

For ſuch a crime as might conclude the war. 

But, ſtruck with horror at the villainous deed, 20 

They put him ſtraight to death. UL xssks' fon, 

Beholding METRODORUs' head, a youth 

Of wondrous beauty, and fine natural parts, 

By pleaſures, and by bad examples warpt, 

Could not repreſs his tears. Alas! he cried, 25 

See what the poiſon of proſperity 

In a young prince effects! The more he hath 

Of ſpirit and vivacity, the more 

He's liable to ſtray from virtue's paths. 

] had perhaps been ſuch an one myſelf, 30 

Had not misfortunes from my very birth, 

(Thanks to the Gods) and MtxToR's wiſe in- 
ſtruction, 

Taught me to moderate the warmth of youth, 


Th' aflembled Daunians, as the terms of peace 


Demanded only, they might be allow'd 35 
To 
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To chooſe a fovereign from amongſt themſelves, 
Who by his virtues might wipe off the ſtain 
With which the baſe ApRasTvus had diſgrac'd 
The regal power. They gave thanks to Heav'n 
For having cruſn'd the tyrant; came in crowds 40 
To kiſs TELEMACHus's conquering hand, 

Which in the monſter's blood had been imbrued ; 
And they e'en triumph'd in their late defeat. 

Thus fell at once, without reſource, a pow'r 
Which menac'd every other pow'r, and made 45 
Such numbers tremble.on th* Heſperian coaſt 
Like certain ſpots of ground, which ſeem to be 
Firm and immovable, but by degrees, 

Inſenſibly, are undermin'd ; long time 

They ſeem to mock the feeble toil, that ſtrikes 50 
At their foundations ; all one folid whole 

Appears unſhaken ; mean-while the ſupports 
Weaker and weaker grow, till all at once 

The ground finks in, and opens an abyſs, 

E'en thus all pow'r (whate'er proſperity 55 
It may by violence for a while enjoy) 

Supported by injuſtice and deceit, 

Doth for itſelf a precipice prepare. 


The ſtrongeſt ground-work of legitimate pow'r, 
By fraud and inhumanity is ſapt 60 
O 2 Inſenſibly. 
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Inſenſibly. It is admir'd, *tis fear'd, 

Beheld with terror to its very fall; 

It ſinks with its own weight, to riſe no more; 
Becauſe it hath with its own hands deftroy'd 

Its beſt ſupports, juſtice, and faith, and truth, 63 


The baſis of firm confidence and love. 


The chiefs of th' army met the following Cay, 
To grant the Daunians what they aſk'd, a king. 
How pleaſing to behold the two camps, now 
Mingled by ſuch unlook'd-for amity, 70 
And the two armies which appear'd as one. 

The venerable NESTOR had not pow'r 

I“ attend the council; grief, to old age join'd, 
Had wither'd up his heart; as th' evening rain 
Beats down and overwhelms the drooping flow'r, 
Which was at early morn the ornament 

And glory of the verdant plain, His eyes 

Two fountains were of inexhauſted tears. 

Sweet ſleep, that charms to reſt the ſharpeſt pains, 
From him fled far away; hope, that gives life 80 
To th human heart, was in his breaſt extinct. 
By this unfortunate old man was loath'd 

All nouriſhment ; to him the light itſelf 


Was hateful grown; his ſoul no more deſir'd, 
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Now, than to quit his body, take its flight, 85 
And plunge itſelf in the eternal gloom 

Of PLuTo's empire, His moſt zealous friends 
Exerted all their eloquence in vain : 

Sunk in deſpair and grief, his heart had loſt 

All taſte of friendſhip, as a ſick man loathes ga 
The daintieſt meats. To all that could be ſaid 
T” affect his heart, no anſwer he return'd, 

Except by ſobs and groans. From time to time, 
He, in the depth of woe, was heard to ſay, 
PisISTRATUS, PISISTRATUS, my fon, 95 
Thou call'ſt; I follow thee, PisisTRATus; 

O my dear ſon, thou render*{t death to me 
Deſirable z I wiſh for nothing more, 

But to meet thee upon the banks of Styx, 

Then would he paſs whole hours without a word, 
But groaning, lifting up his hands and eyes, 


Streaming with tears, to Heaven. 


Th' aſſembled chiefs 
Mean-while were waiting for ULyssEs' fon, 


Who was performing the laſt ſolemn rites 105 


Due to his friend PisIsTRATus' remains. 
The corſe he ſtrew'd with handfuls of freſh 


flow'rs; 


9223 To 
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To theſe he added exquiſite perfumes, 
Shedding a bitter flood of tears, he ſaid, 
O my companion, ne'er ſhall I forget I10 
That time when J at Pylos ſaw thee firſt, 
When I attended thee to Lacedæmon, 
And found thee again on great Heſperia's ſhores, 
O my P1s1STRATUS ! to thee I owe ; 
A thouſand, and a thouſand friendly cares; 115 
We lov'd each other ; I thy valour knew, 
Which would by far the valour have ſurpaſs'd 
Of many famous Greeks. * Twas that, alas! 
Caus'd thee to die with glory to thyſelf, 
But of ſuch riſing virtues robb'd the world, 120 
As had been equal to thy father's fame. 
Thy wiſdom and thy eloquence, no doubt, 
Had, when matur'd by age, reſembled thoſe 
Of that old man, the glory of all Greece, 
Thou hadſt already that perſuaſive turn 125 
Of ſoft, inſinuating eloquence, 
Which could not be reſiſted, when thou ſpak'ſt ; 
That eaſy, nat'ral manner, that diſcreet, 
Wiſe moderation, which hath charms t' appeaſe 
Incenſed minds ; with that authority, 130 
Which from ſage counſels and from prudence 
ſprings. 
All 
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All liſten'd, when thy voice was heard; all form'd 
A favourable judgment of thee ; all 

Beſorehand wiſh'd to find thee in the right : 

Thy ſimple, eunaffected language flow'd 135 
Into all hearts, as on the tender herb 

The dew deſcends. Such gracious qualities, 
Which we a few ſhort hours ago poſſeſs'd, 

Alas] for ever gone! He, whom theſe arms 

But yeſterday embrac'd, is now no more; 140 
Nought but a fad remembrance left, At leaſt, 

If thou hadſt clos'd the aged NgsToR's eyes, 

And we had not clos'd thine, he had not ſeen 
What he now ſees, and of all fathers prov'd . 

The moſt unfortunate. 145 


ULyssEs' ſon 
Then caus'd P1s15TRATUS's bloody ſide 
To be clean waſh'd. Upon a purple couch 
The corſe was laid, the languid head reclin'd, 
The countenance o'erſpread with deadly pale; 
Like a young tree cut down by th' woodman's axe, 
That cover'd with its ſpreading ſhade the ground, 
And rais'd aloft its verdant boughs to heav'n. 
Now ſever'd from its root, and parent earth, 


The fruitful ſource of life and nouriſhment, 155 
It 
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It languiſhes, its lively verdure fades; 

No longer able to ſupport itſelf, 

It falls; its branches, that obſcur'd the Heav'n, 
Wither'd and faded, trailing in the duſt ; 

And now is nothing but a lifeleſs trunk, 160 
Stript of its beauty, Thus PisISTRATUS, 

A prey to death, was borne along by thoſe 
Who were to lay him on the fun'ral pile. 

The flame already mounted up tow'rds Heav'n. 
A troop of Pylians, with their arms revers'd, 
Their eyes caſt down, and fill'd with flowing tears, 
Slowly conducted him, Erelong the flames 
Conſum'd the body: in a golden urn 

The aſhes were inclos'd, ULvyssts? ſon, 

Who has the care of all, the urn confides 170 
As a great treaſure, to CALLIMACHUs, 

Erewhile Pis1sTRATUS's governor, 

Preſerve, ſaid he, theſe precious, fad remains 

Of him you lov'd ; preſerve them for his ſire; 
But give them not till he hath ſtrength enough, 
And fortitude, to aſk for them himſelf, 

What at one time increaſes grief, may ſerve 


T' appeaſe and ſoften it, when duly tim'd, 


TELEMACHUS then join'd th' aſſembled kings: 
All, 
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All, when he enter'd, were in ſilence huſh'd, 180 

To hear him: on obſerving this he bluſh'd, 

And could not be prevail'd upon to ſpeak. 

The public acclamations in his praiſe, 

For all that he had done, increas'd his pain 

He wiſh'd he could retire, and hide himſelf: 185 

"Twas the firſt time that he embarraſs'd ſeem'd, 

And at a lols. At length he entreated them, 

That he might hear no more in his own praiſe. 

Not that I love not praiſe, ſaid he, when giv'n 

By judges ſo diſcerning ; but I fear 190 

To be too much delighted with applauſe ; 

It corrupts men, it fills them with conceit 

O'erweening of themſelves ; it renders them 

Vain and preſumptuous; one ſhould merit praiſe, 

And yet avoid it; praiſes moſt ſincere 195 

Are like the falſe ; the moſt abandon'd men, 

Tyrants themſelves, are thoſe who moſt exact 

The praiſe of flatterers. What pleaſure then 

Such praiſes to receive, as they receive! 

Of praiſe the moſt acceptable is that 200 

Which you in abſence ſhall beſtow upon me, 

If I've the happineſs to merit it, 

If you believe me to be truly good, 

You ſhould judge too, that I could wiſh to be 
Modeſt, 
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Modeſt, and free from vanity. If then 205 
Vou really eſteem me, ſpare me; praiſe me not, 


As one that were enamour'd of applauſe. 


Having ſaid this, TTELEMACHvUs no more 
Anſwer retutn'd to thoſe who ſtill went on 
T' extol him to the ſkies; and with an air 210 
Of cold indiff*rence ſilenc'd their applauſe. 
They now were fearful of offending him: 
But th' admiration of him ſtill increas'd, 
All knowing, what attentive, tender care 
He had ſhown Prs15TR ATVs, in rend'ring him 215 
The laſt ſad duties. Inſtances like theſe, 
That teſtified the goodneſs of his heart, 
Touch'd th- army more than all the prodigies 
Of wiſdom and of valour he had diſplay'd. 
He's wife, he's valiant, ſaid they ſecretly 22.0 
Among themſelves ; he is the friend of Heay'n, 
The hero of our age; he's more than man! 
All this with wonder and aſtoniſhment 
Strikes us, 'tis true: but he's humane, he's good, 
'The faithful, tender friend ; compaſſionate, 225 
Lib'ral, beneficent, wholly attach'd 
To thoſe he ought to love ; the dear delight 
Of thoſe about him; he hath ſhaken off 
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His pride, indifference, and ferocity. 

Theſe are the qualities of real uſe, 230 
Which captivate and ſoften every heart, 

Endear him to us, make us ſenſible 

To all his virtues 3 nay, there's not a man 


Who would not ſacrifice his life for him. 


This diſcourſe ended, they began to ſpeak 235 
Of the neceſſity t' appoint a king 
Over the Daunians. The aſſembled kings 
Were moſtly of opinion, that they might 
Juſtly divide amongft themſelves this land, 
By right of conqueſt, To ULyssgs' ſon 240 
They offer'd for his ſhare the fertile tract 
Of  Arpi, that produces twice a year 
Ceres rich bounty, Baccavs* cheering gifts, 
And the green olive, which MIN RERVA gave. 
This ſpot, ſaid they, ſhould make you think no 

more 245 

Of the poor cottages of Ithaca, 
Dulichium's frightful rocks, Zacynthus' wilds, 
And howling woods. Your father ſeek no more, 
Who long ſince on the Capharean rocks, 
By NauPLivs's vengeance, and the wrath 250 


Of NeeTuUNze, muſt have periſh'd ; and no more 


Thin 


x60 THE ADVENTURES 


Think of PENELOPE, who muſt have been, | 
Since your departure, in her ſuitors' power; 
Nor of your country, not to be compar'd 


With this we offer you, in ſoil or elime. 
He liſten'd patiently to this diſcourſe : 


But not the Thracian or Theſſalian rocks 


Are more inſenſible to the complaints 
Of hopeleſs lovers, than ULysses* fon 
Was to theſe offers. 


I am not, ſaid he, 
To riches, or to pleaſures, ſo attach'd, 
Of what advantage is it, to poſſeſs 
A larger tract of country, and command 
Of men a greater number ? It affords 
Leſs liberty, and more embarraſſment. 
Sufficient are the common ills of life 
Ev*n to the juſteſt and the wiſeſt men, 
Without th' additional anxiety 
Of governing indocile, turbulent, 
Unjuſt, deceitful, and ungrateful men. 
When ſelf- love is the principle of pow'r, 
The only view one's own authority, 


Pleaſure, and dignity ; then ſuch a pow'r 


Is impious, tyrannous, the ſcourge of men. 
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When, on the contrary, a king's inclin'd 
The true, juſt principles of government, 
The welfare of his people, to purſue, 
; He leis their maſter than their guardian is; 
He muſt be far from wiſhing t' extend 280 
His ſway, attended with ſuch endleſs cares. 
The ſhepherd, who devours not, but defends 
From wolves the flock, expoſing his own life, 
) Who watches night and day, to lead them on 
To fruitful paſture-grounds, hath no defire 285 
I' augment the number of his ſheep, and take 
Thoſe of his neighbour ; 'twere t' augment his 
care. 
Tho' I have never govern'd men myſelf, 
ö Added TELEMACHvs, yet by the laws, 292 
And by the wiſe men who compos'd the laws, 
I've learnt how painful, and how hard the taſk, 
To govern ſtates and cities. I am then 
Content with my poor Ithaca; tho” it 
ö But ſmall and poor, it will to me afford 295 
Suthcient glory, if I can but there 
With juſtice, piety, and glory reign : 
Nay, I ſhall too ſoon reign. May it pleaſe Heav'n, 


That, from the fury of the waves eſcap'd, 


My father there t' extreme old age may reign, 300 
p And 
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And I, long tutor'd under him, may learn 
How to ſubdue my paſſions, and conduct 


Thoſe of ſo many people. 


After this, 


TELEMACHUS proceeded thus; and ſaid, 305 
O princes here aſſembled, deign to hear 

My ſentiments of what ye ought to do, 

And what your intereſt prompts, If ye appoint 
A juſt king o'er the Daunians, he will reign 
With juſtice, and will make them comprehend 310 
Their intereſt to maintain inviolate faith, 

And never t' invade their neighbours” rights; 

A truth they neꝰ er could learn to comprehend 
Under the baſe AprasTus' impious ſway, 

As long as they're conducted by a king 315 
That's wiſe and juſt, you'll nothing have to fear. 
To you they'll be oblig'd for that good king 
Which you'll haye giv'n them ; owe to you the peace 
And the proſperity which they'll enjoy. 

Theſe people, far from wiſhing to attack, 320 
Will never ceaſe to bleſs you ; and the king 

As well as people, both will be the work 

Of your own hands, If, on the contrary, 


Their country you divide amongſt yourſelves, 
Oblerve 
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Obſerve the conſequences I foretel. 325 
This people will, thus driv'n to deſpair, 
Renew the war; they for their liberty 
Will fight with juſtice; foes to tyranny, 
The Gods will take part with them. If the Gods 
Think fit to interfere, then ſoon or late 330 
You'll be confounded ; your proſperity 
Will vaniſh like a dream. Your chiefs will be 
Of counſel and of wiſdom deſtitute, 
Your armies void of courage, and your lands 
Without fertility. You'll be withal 335 
Self-flatt*ring, in your enterpriſes raſh, 
The virtuous men, who with to ſpeak the truth, 
You'll ſilence ; all at once you'll fall. Of you 
"Twill then be ſaid ; Are theſe the people, then, 
So flouriſhing, that threaten'd to give law 340 
To all the ſubject world? and now, behold, 
They fly before their enemies ; become 
The ſport of nations,—trampled under foot. 
Such is the juſt and merited reward 
Of pride, injuſtice, inhumanity ! 345 
Beſides, conſider, if you ſhould attempt 
This conqueſt to divide amongſt yourſelves, 
Againſt you you'll unite the neighb'ring ſtates, 
Your league, at firſt intended to defend 

F 2 Heſperia's 
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Heſperia's common liberty, t' oppoſe 350 
ADpRasTvus' uſurpations, will become 

Odious; and you yourſelves will be accus'd, 

And juſtly too, of wiſhing to uſurp 

An univerſal ſway, But ev'n ſuppoſe, 

Over the Daunians and the other ſtates 355 
' You ſhould victorious prove, this victory 

Will be your ruin; and I'll ſhow you how. 


This enterpriſe will diſunite you all ; 
Not founded on juft principles, you'll have 
No rule of limitation to decide 360 
On ev'ry one's pretenſions; every one 
Will have his portion meaſur'd by his pow'r ; 
No one will have authority enough 
Over the reſt, t' have this diviſion made 
Without diſturbance. This will be a ſource 365 
Of endleſs war, to late proſperity. 
Were it not then far better to be juſt 


And mod'rate, than ambition to purſue 


With ſo much danger, in the very face 

Of ſuch inevitable ills ? The peace, 379 
Pleaſure, tranquillity, and innocence, 

And rich abundance, {til attending it, 


The friendly aſpect of the neighb'ring ſtates, 
The 
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The glory that's inſeparably link'd 

With juſtice, the authority acquir'd, 375 

When by inviolate faith a ſtate becomes 

The arbiter of other foreign ſtates ; 

Are not theſe bleſſings more deſirable 

Than to indulge the fooliſh vanity 

Of ſuch an unjuſt conqueſt? O ye kings! 380 

Ye princes ! *tis not private intereſt 

Prompts me, you fee, to ſpeak. Then deign to 
hear 

Him whoſe regard for you is great enough 

To contradict, and to diſpleaſe you rather 

Than not declare to you the truth. 385 


As thus 
TELEMACHUS ſpoke, with an authority 
They never had in any other ſeen, 
While all the chiefs, amaz'd and in ſuſpenſe, 
The wiſdom of his counſels were admiring, 399 
A confus'd noiſe was heard through all the camp, 
That ſpread itſelf to where the chiefs were met. 
A ſtranger, with a troop of armed men, 
Is, it is ſaid, juſt on the coaſt arriv'd, 
Of noble, all-heroic mien he ſeems. 395 
Iis eaſy to diſcern, that he's inur'd | 
A. To 


». 
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To fortune's frowns, and that his ſtrength of mind 


Above his ſuff rings hath exalted him. 

Th' inhabitants, who guard the coaſt, at firſt 
Would have repulſed him as an enemy 400 
That came t' invade them. With intrepid air 
Drawing his ſword, he told them, he knew how, 
If they attack'd him, to defend himſelf; 

But he demanded only peace, he ſaid, 

And hoſpitality. An olive-branch 405 
He ftraight preſented as a ſuppliant. | 
They liſten'd to him; he demanded then 
To be conducted to the governors 
Of the Heſperian coaſt z he's drawing near 
T' announce himſelf before th' aſſembled kings, 


Scarce were theſe words pronounc'd, when with 
an air 
Of majeſty, which all th* aſſembly moy'd, 
The ſtranger enter d. One might have ſuppos'd 
*T was the God Mars, when on the hills of Thrace 
He round him calls his ſanguinary troops. 415 


He thus began to ſpeak. 
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No doubt, aſſembled to defend your rights, 
Or to give ſanction to the juſteſt laws, 420 
O hear a man whom fortune perſecutes. 
The Gods of Heav'n grant you may never prove 
The ills, and the misfortunes I've endur'd, 
Know, I am Diomen, (Etolia's king, N 
Who wounded VENVs at the ſiege of Troy. 425 
That Goddeſs's inveterate revenge | 
Purſues me. NEPTUNE, who can nought refuſe 
The ſea-born Goddeſs, hath at her requeſt 
Expos'd me to the furious winds and waves, 
Which oft have daſh'd my veſſels on the rocks. 
Vexvs, inexorable with revenge, 
Hath left me not the ſmalleſt hope to ſee 
My native kingdom more, or family ; 
To fee that country's pleaſing light, where firſt 
drew my breath; or ever to behold 435 
What my heart holds moſt dear. I come to ſeek, 
After ſo many ſhipwrecks, ſome repoſe 
On a ſtrange ſhore, and ſome ſecure retreat. 
If you have any reverence for the Gods, 
And, above all, for JUPITER, who takes 440 
The care of ſtrangers ; if your hearts be ever 
Mov'd with compaſſion, then refuſe me not 
ln theſe extenſive tracts ſome barren ſpot, 

Some 
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Some ſands, ſome deſert, or ſome naked rocks, 
Whereon with my companions I may build 445 
A city which may ſerve to us at leaſt 

As a fad image of our country loſt, 

We only aſk of you a little ſpot 

Which may to you be uſeleſs. We with you 
Will live in peace, in ſtrict alliance join'd; 450 
Your enemies we'll look upon as our's ; 

We will in all your intereſts engage ; 

We only aſk the liberty to live 


By our own laws. 


While DioMED theſe words 455 
Was ſpeaking, in TELEMACHus's face 
By turns were various paſſions ſeen; his eyes 
On him were fixt. When DiomeD began 
To ſpeak of his long- ſuffer d woes, he hop'd, 
That this majeſtic man might be his fire. 469 
When he announc'd himſelf as DiomeD, 
At once TELEMACHus's countenance 
Chang'd like a flow'r juſt faded by the breath 
Of the keen-blowing North. Soon after this, 
The words of DiomeD, as he complain'd 465 
Of a divinity's invet'rate wrath, 


Bringing to his remembrance the diſtreſs 
Both 
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Boox XXI. OF TELEMACHUS, 189 | 
Both by his father and himſelf endur'd, 


| Soften'd him; tears of tenderneſs and joy 


Flow'd down his cheeks, and he with eagerneſs 


Sprung to embrace and welcome DioMeD. 470 


I am, faid he, the ſon of that ULvyssss, 
Whom once you knew, who was not uſeleſs found, 
When Rnresvs' famous ſteeds you jointly took. 
Heav'n has no pity ſhown to him, or you. 
If th* oracles of hell deceive me not, 475 
He ſtill lives, but, alas! lives not for me. 
To ſeek him, I abandon'd Ithaca ; 
Now I can find nor Ithaca, nor him. 
Judge then by the misfortunes I've endur'd, 
Of the compaſſion I for others feel. 480 
"Tis by misfortunes only we are taught 
To ſympathize with others in diſtreſs, 
Tho” but a ſtranger here, tis in my power, 
Great DiomeD (for in the miſeries 
In which my hapleſs country was involvd 485 
During my infancy, I was not there | 
So negligently bred, as not to've learnt 
The greatneſs of your valour and exploits) 
O moſt invincible of all the Greeks 


After ACHILLES—yes, tis in my pow'r 490 
To 


ix 
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To obtain you ſome relief. The princes here 
You ſee before you, are humane; they know, 
No virtue, courage, glory, can exiſt, | 
Without the feelings of humanity, 

Mis:ortune to the glory of great men 495 
Adds a new luſtre ; ſomething wanting ſeems 

To thoſe who've never been unfortunate. 

There are examples wanting in their lives 

Of patience, and of firmneſs ; ſuff*cing virtue 
Softens, conciliates to itſelf all hearts 500 
Which have a taſte for virtue, Leave to us 
The care then of conſoling you, ſince Heav'n 
Hath brought you to us. Tis a gift from Heay'n; 
And we may well congratulate ourſelves, 

That we have pow'r t' alleviate your diſtreſs. 505 


While he was ſpeaking, DriomeD, amaz'd, 
With ſtedfaſt eye, beheld him, and his heart 


Was mov'd within him. They embrac'd as thoſe 


Who long had been in ſtricteſt friendſhip join'd. 


ULYssEs* worthy fon, ſaid DiomeD, $19 
In you I ſee his winning, graceful air, 
The force and beauty of his eloquence, 


His wiſe, his noble, and exalted mind. 
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Then PHILOCTETEs welcom'd and embrac'd 
TyDIDEs, To each other they recount 515 
Their fad adventures, You'll, no doubt, rejoice, 
Said PHILOCTETES, to behold again 
The aged NesTOR. He hath newly loſt 
PisisrRATus, his laſt, ſurviving ſon ; 

His life is now only a path of tears, 520 
To lead him to the grave. Come then with me, 
And comfort him ; a friend inur'd to woe, 

Is the beſt qualified to ſoothe his heart. 

They then proceeded ſtraight to NesToR's tent, 
Who hardly recollected Diomep, 525 
So loſt was he in ſorrow, DiomeD 

At firſt wept with him, and their interview 

The old man's grief redoubled ; but at length 
The preſence of his friend conſol'd his heart. 

His grief, *twas obvious, was in ſome degree 
Suſpended by the pleaſure which he took 

In tracing o'er his ſuff*rings, and in turn 


Hearing what had befallen TyDEus' ſon. 


Theſe two in converſation thus engag'd, 
The aſſembled kings were, with TELEMAcHus, 
Deliberating, what they ought to do. 
TELEMACHUs advis'd them to beſtow 
The 


at 
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The lands of Arpi upon Diomep, 

And chooſe PoLYDAamus, a Daunian born, 

King of the Daunians. This PoLypamus 540 
Was a great warrior, whom through jealouſy 
ADRASTUS ever was averſe to employ, 

Fearing ſucceſs ſhould be to him aſcrib'd, 

Which fame he wiſh'd unrival'd to enjoy. 
PoLYDAMUS had often to the king 545 
Remark'd in private, that he over-riſk'd 

His own life, and the ſafety of the ſtate, 

Engag'd againſt ſo many ſtates combin'd. 

He fain would have induc'd him to purſue 

A line of conduct tow'rds the neighb'ring ſtates, 
More juſt and moderate. But they who hate 
To hear the truth, hate thoſe too who preſume 
To ſpeak the truth; to their ſincerity, 

Their zeal, and their diſintereſted views, 
They're quite inſenſible. ApRasTus' heart 555 
Was harden'd by a falſe proſperity, 

Againſt the wiſeſt counſels ; ſcorning which, 
Each day he triumph'd o'er his enemies; 
Arrogance, treach'ry, force, ſtill on his fide 

The victory turn'd. The ills, PoLypamus 560 
So long had threaten'd, were not yet arriv'd. 


ADRASTUS at that timid wiſdom laugh'd, 
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That's ſtill foreſeeing future, diſtant ills. 
PoLYDAMAS became to him at length 560 
Quite inſupportable; he was remoy'd ; 
From all his offices, and left to pine 

In ſolitude and poverty. 


At firſt 
PoLYDAMAS was much oppreſs d with grief 565 
At this diſgrace ; but by it he acquir'd 
That which before he wanted, as it ſery'd 
His eyes to open to the vanity 
Of an exalted fortune; he became 
Wiſe at his own expence, Heev'n rejoic'd 570 
Erelong, that he had been unfortunate ; | 
He learnt & endure his ſuff rings by degrees, 
To be content with little, t' improve 
His mind with truth, in ſweet tranquillity, 
In th' exerciſe of private virtues, which 575 
Are ſtill more amiable than ſhining ones, 
He inur'd himſelf to live without the world. 
He, at the bottom of mount Garganus, 
Dwelt in a deſert, where a vaulted rock 


Serv'd him for ſhelter. From the mountain fell 


A ſtream that ſlak'd his thirſt ; and a few trees 
Supplied him with their fruits. He had two ſlaves, 
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Employ'd to cultivate a little field ; 

With his own hands he labour'd too himſelf. 

The ground with int'reſt paid him for his toil, 
And ſuffer'd him to feel no real want. 

Not only fruits and pulſe, a plenteous ſtore, 

But he had ev'ry odoriferous flow'r, 

There he deplor'd the people's hapleſs fate, 
Whom the ambition of a brainleſs king 599 
Was hurrying on to ruin. Ev'ry day 

He was expecting that the all- juſt Gods, 

Tho” patient long, would bring him to his end. 
As his proſperity the more increas'd, 

The nearer he appear'd to him to be 595 
T' an irrecoverable fall; for ſtil], 

Imprudence, in its faults ſucceſsful, pow'r, 
Rais'd to the higheſt pitch of abſolute rule, 

Are the fore-runners of th' approaching fall 

Of kings and kingdoms. When he was inform'd 
Of king ApRASsTus's defeat and death, 

He teſtified no joy on that account, 

Or that he had foreſeen the tyrant's end, 

He dreaded only ever to behold 

The Daunians in a ſtate of ſervitude, 605 
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Such was the man TELERMAchus propos'd; 
His worth and courage he already knew; 
For, as he had by MN rox been advis'd, 
TELEMACHUS let no occaſion lip, 
T' inform himſelf of all the qualities, 619 
Both good and bad, of every one employ'd 
In any poſt of eminence and power, 
Among th' allies, or by the enemy. 
His chief care was, t' examine and explore, 
Wherever he could meet with them, ſuch men 


As were for ſome peculiar talent fam'd, 
Or virtue. 


All th' allied kings were at firſt 
Againſt th' election of PoLYDAMASs. 
We've prov'd, ſaid they, how formidable is 620 
A king of Daunia, who delights in war, 
And knows the art of war. PoLYDAmas 
Is a great warrior, and 'twere in his pow'r 
To make our ſituation perilous. | 
To this TELEMACHUs replied ; *Tis true, 625 
PoLYADMAS well knows the art of war, 
But he loves peace; theſe are the qualities 
Moſt to be wiſh'd. A man who knows the ills, 


The dangers, and the difficult turns of war, 
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Is much more likely to avoid a war, 630 
Than one without experience of its ills. 

He knows the bleſſings of a tranquil life ; 
ADRAsTvs' enterpriſes he condemn'd; 

Their fatal conſequences he foreſaw. 

A weak and ignorant prince is to be fear d 675 
More than a man who knows, and can decide 
On every thing himſelf, An ignorant, weak, 
And inexperienc'd king, will nothing fee 

But thro” an intereſted fav'rite's eyes, 

Or thoſe of an ambitious, turbulent, 649 
And cringing miniſter. This blinded prinee 
Will thus engage in war, againſt his will; 

Of him you never can aſſurance have, 

Who can have no aſſurance of himfelf : 

His word he 'I forfeit with you, and erelong 645 
You'll be reduc'd to ſuch extremity, 

That you muſt make an end of him, or elſe 

Be cruſh'd yourſelves. Is't not a ſafer way, 
More advantageous, and at once more juſt, 
More noble, to fulfil the confidence 650 
Plac'd in you by the Daunians, and beſtow 

A king upon them, worthy to command ? 


The whole aſſembly was convinc'd. They went 
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To the expecting Daunians, to propoſe 
POLYDAMAS as king. Soon as they heard 
PoLYDAMAS's name announc'd, they ſaid, 

Now we 're convinc'd th' allied kings mean to act 
With faith and truth, and an eternal peace 

T' eſtabliſh, ſince they ve nam'd us ſuch a king. 
A man ſo virtuous, and fo capable 660 
Of governing a ſtate. But had there been 

A looſe, effeminate, ill- inſtructed king 

Propos'd to us, we had concluded, then, 

Their only view had been to humble us, 

And to corrupt our form of government; 665 
We had of ſuch fineſſe and artifice 

A deep reſentment ſecretly retain's : 

Their choice now lighting on PoLYDAMAS, 


Their candour and their truth declares. Th' allies, 


We ſee, and are convinc'd, from us expect 670 


Nothing but what is noble, what is juſt, 

Since they appoint a king incapable 

Of doing any thing but what conſiſts 

With freedom, and the glory of our ſtate, 

Now in the face of Heav'n can we protelt, 675 
Sooner ſhall rivers to their ſprings return, 

Than we ſhall ceaſe to love and to reſpect 


Princes fo lib'ral and beneficent, 
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Be this day's benefit from age to age 
Remember'd by our late poſterity ; 680 


And be the bleſſings of the golden age 
In peace renew'd thro? all th* Heſperian coaſt ! 


TELEMACHvus then propos'd, that they ſhould give 
The Arpine tract to DioMED, to found 
A colony there. Theſe new inhabitants 685 
Will owe to you, ſaid he, their ſettlement | 
In lands by you unoccupied. Reflect, 
That men ſhould love each other; that the earth 
Is more than they can occupy; to have 
Neighbours, is advantageous; and ſtill more 690 
To have ſuch neighbours, as will owe to you 
Their ſettlement. Have pity on a king 
Whoſe hard fate ſtill oppoſes his return 
T' his native land. PoLyYDAMAs and he, 
By juſtice and by virtuous ties engag'd, 695 
The only ties that can be durable, 
Uninterrupted peace will ſtill maintain, 
And render you to all the neighd'ring ſtates 
Redoubtable, it ever they attempt 
T' exalt themſelves. O Daunians, you obſerve, 
We on your country have beſtow'd a king 


Able to raiſe her glory to the ſkies, 
Do 
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Do you then, ſince we aſk it of you, give 
A tract, by you not wanted, to a king 
Who ev'ry fort of courteſy deſerves. 705 


The Daunians anſwer'd ; To ULvsses' ſon 
They nothing could refuſe, fince he 'd procur'd 
PoLYDAMAS to be their king. They then 
Went ſtraight to ſeek him in his ſolitude, 

To make him king. Before they went away, 
They gave to DroMeD the fertile plains 

Of Arpi, a new kingdom there to found, 

Th' allies were highly pleas'd with this event, 
Becauſe this Grecian colony would be 

A great acceſſion to their ſide, if e' er 715 
The Daunians ſhould be willing to purſue 

The bad example by ApRAsrus ſet, 


Of uſurpation, violence, and fraud. 


The Princes all prepar'd to ſeparate. 
TeLEMACHus, his eyes bedew'd with tears, 720 
Departed with his troop, having embrac'd, 

With tenderneſs, the valiant DiomeD, 
The aged NesTo ſtill diſconſolate, 

As well as PHILOCTETEs, the renown'd 
And worthy heir of HeRcuLEs's ſhafts, 


END OF THE TWENTY-FIRST BOOK. 
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Telemachas arriving D is ſurpriſed ts ſee 
the country ſo well bee and to find ſo little 
magnificence in the city, Mentor explains to him 
the reaſons of this change, points out to him the 
errors which generally prevent a late from flouriſh- 
ing, and propoſes to him as a model the conduct and 


government of Idomenrus. Telemachus after this 


diſcloſes to Mentor his attachment to Antiope, the U- 

| King's daughter. Mentor joins with him in praiſe J 
| ing her good qualities, aſſures him that the Gods wy Me 
defign her for him; but that for the preſent be TIN 
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LVSSES' youthful ſon with eager haſte 
Purſued his way, impatient to return 
To MENnToR at Salentum, and embark 
With him for Ithaca, where he had hopes 
His father might already be arriv'd. 5 
When he approach'd Salentum, with ſurpriſe 
He ſaw the country, once a wilderneſs, 
Now like a garden dreſt with care, and fill'd 
With active workmen : here he recognis'd 
The wiſdom and the work of MENTroR. Then 
Ent'ring the city, fewer artiſans, 
T” indulge the luxuries of life, appear'd, 
And 
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And leſs magnificence than heretofore, In gre 
This griev'd him; for he naturally lov'd Is tog 
Whate'er was ſplendid, and polite, and gay. 15 And t 
But other thoughts ſoon occupied his mind, Great 
He at a diſtance ſaw, approaching him, Theſe 
IdomENEvus with MENTOR: ftraight his heart Are ye 
Was overwhelm'd with tenderneſs and joy. Like { 
But notwithſtanding his ſucceſs in war 20 Were 
Againſt AbRAsrus, ſtill he had his doubts, By pafi 
How MENTOR with his conduct might be pleas'd; That b 
And till as he approach'd, he nicely pry'd Into an 
If he could read reproach in MExrok's eyes. That ſi 

All you 
IDoMENEvus embrac'd ULysses' ſon, 25 As Ne] 
As he had been his own. TtELEMACnvus, The trc 
After this, threw himſelf on MEnToR's neck, 
Bedewing him with tears. Then MENTOR faid ; 
I'm pleas'd, I'm ſatisfied: you have, *tis true, Was qu 
Been guilty of great faults ; but theſe have ſerv'd The chi 
To make you know, and ſo diſtruſt, yourſelf, Mean-ti 
Often from faults is more advantage reap'd, To Me 
Than from the moſt illuſtrious actions; theſe Looking 
To dang'rous preſumption ſwell the heart; He faid 1 
Faults cauſe a man to dive into himſelf, 35 The real 
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In great ſucceſſes. All you have to do, 
Is to give praiſe to the immortal Gods, 
| And to decline the praiſe of men. You've done 
Great things, *tis true; but candidly confeſs, 40 
Theſe things can ſcarce be ſaid to be your own: 
Are you not ſenſible they came to you 
Like ſomething ſuperadded, not your own ? 
) Were you not capable of marring them 
By paſſion and imprudence ? Feel you not, 45 
; That by MinERvA's pow'r you were transform'd 
Into another man, above yourſelf, 
That ſhe by you might do what you have done ? 
All your defects ſhe in ſuſpenſe hath held, 
6 As NEPTUNE calms the tempeſts, and ſuſpends 50 


The troubled waters. 


While IDoMENEUS 
Was queſtioning, with curioſity, 
| The chiefs who were return'd, ULyssts' fon 
Mean-time was liſt'ning with attentive ear 55 


To MexToR's ſage inſtructions. After this, 


Looking around him with aſtoniſhment, 

He ſaid to MENTOR, Here I ſee a change, 

The reaſon of which I cannot comprehend : 

s any late calamity befallen, 60 
R During 
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And leſs magnificence than heretofore, 

- This griev'd him; for he naturally lov'd 
Whate'er was ſplendid, and polite, and gay. 15 

But other thoughts ſoon occupied his mind, 

He at a diſtance ſaw, approaching him, 

IDoMENEvUs with MENTOR: ſtraight his heart 

Was overwhelm'd with tenderneſs and joy. 

But notwithſtanding his ſucceſs in war 20 

Againſt Apr AasTvus, ſtill he had his doubts, 

How MENTOR with his conduct might be pleas d; 

And ſtill as he approach'd, he nicely pry'd 

If he could read reproach in MENrok's eyes. 


IDoMENEUs embrac'd ULysses' ſon, 25 
As he had been his own. TELEMACHUs, 
After this, threw himſelf on MEN Tok's neck, 
Bedewing him with tears. Then MewTor faid ; 
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I'm pleas'd, I'm fatished : you have, *tis true, 


Been guilty of great faults ; but theſe have ſervd 


To make you know, and ſo diſtruſt, yourſelf. 
Often from faults is more advantage reap'd, 

Than from the moſt illuſtrious actions; theſe 
To dang'rous preſumption ſwell the heart ; 
Faults cauſe a man to dive into himſelf, 35 
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In great ſucceſſes. All you have to do, 

Is to give praiſe to the immortal Gods, 

And to decline the praiſe of men. You've done 
Great things, tis true; but candidly confeſs, 40 
Theſe things can ſcarce be faid to be your on: 
Are you not ſenſible they came to you 

Like ſomething ſuperadded, not your own ? 

Were you not capable of marring them 

By paſſion and imprudence ? Feel you not, 45 
That by MiNERvA's pow'r you were transform'd 
Into another man, above yourſelf, 

That ſhe by you might do what you have done ? 
All your defects ſhe in ſuſpenſe hath held, 

As NePTUNE calms the tempeſts, and ſuſpends 50 
The troubled waters, 


While IDoukxEUs 
Was queſtioning, with curioſity, 
The chiefs who were return'd, ULyssts' fon 
Mean-time was lift ning with attentive ear 55 
To MexToR's ſage inſtructions. After this, 
Looking around him with aſtoniſhment, 
He ſaid to MENTOR, Here I ſee a change, 


The reaſon of which I cannot comprehend : 


ls any late calamity befallen, bo 
R During 
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During my abſence? Whence comes it to paſs, 
That none of that magnificence appears 
Which was ſo ſplendid ere I parted hence ? 
Silver, nor gold, nor precious ſtones, are ſeen ; 


The dreſſes ſimple, buildings leſs adorn'd 65 


And leſs extenſive than before; the arts 
Languiſh, and all the city is become 
A ſolitude. 


Then MexTor, ſmiling, ſaid, 
Have you remark'd th' appearance of the lands 70 
Around the city? Yes, I have obſerv'd, 
Replied TELEMAcHus, in ev'ry part, 
Huſbandry had in honour, and the fields 
All clear'd and cultivated. Which, think you, 
Proceeded MEN roR, is to be preferred, "5 
A city adorn'd with marble, ſilver, gold, 
While all around the ſoil neglected lies; 
Or elſe a rich and cultivated foil 
Join'd to a city mod'rate, ſimple, plain? 
A large, extenſive city, that is fill'd 80 
With artiſans t' indulge the luxuries, 
And to corrupt the manners of a ſtate ; 
Surrounded by a poor and barren ſoil, 


Is like a monſter with enormous head, 
But 
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But an emaciated and fapleſs trunk, 85 
Which no proportion bears to ſuch a head. 

It is the number of inhabitants, 

And plenty of the aliments of life, 

That form and conſtitute the real ſtrength 

And riches of a ſtate. Inomenevus 99 
A numerous and laborious people hath, 

Filling the whole extent of his domain; 

And the whole country but one city ſeems, 
Salentum being the center. We've remov'd 

Out of the town into the country thoſe 95 
The country wanted, and the town could ſpare. 
We have, beſides, brought many ſtrangers in, 

To ſettle here. The more theſe multiply, 

The more the fruits of th' earth are multiplied 

By their united labours. This increaſe, 100 
So tranquil, and ſo peaceable, improves 

A kingdom more than conqueſt, We've remoy'd 
Out of the city but ſuperfluous arts, | 

Which from the culture of the earth, that muſt 
Life's real wants ſupply, divert the poor, 105 
And, by indulging luxury and pride, 

Corrupt the rich. But we've no injury done 


To the fine arts, or thoſe men who poſſeſs 


True genius for th' improvement of the arts, 
R 2 Thus 
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Thus is IDouENEUs more pow'rful far, 110 
Than with the grandeur you ſo much admir'd. 
Under this dazzung ſplendor was conceal'd 
Weakneſs and mis'ry, which had ſoon o'erturn'd 
His ſeeming pow'r. IDoMENEvs hath now 
People more numerous, and with greater eaſe 115 
Supports them too. Theſe men inur'd to toil, 
Are, ſuch is their attachment to the laws, 

Ready to riſk their lives in the defence 

Of their own fields, the labour of their hands. 

In a ſhort time this ſtate, which you ſuppos'd 120 
Languid, and falling to decay, will be 

The wonder of Heſperia, 


Recollect, 
O my TELEMACHvUs, there are two things 
Pernicious in the government of ſtates, 125 
Which are ſcarce ever remedied ; the firſt, 
A violent and unjuſt authority; 
The ſecond, lux'ry, that corrupts the mind. 
When kings are us'd to know no other law 
Than their own abſolute will, and give the rein 
To paſſion, they can every thing controle : 
But by this uncontrol'd authority 


The very root and baſis of their power 
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Is undermin'd ; they now no certain rule, 

Or ſettled form of government purſue ; 135 

All with each other vie in flatt'ring them; 

Their ſubjects are no longer men, but ſlaves, 

Whoſe number ſtill decreaſes, Who'll preſume 

To ſpeak truth to them ? who the torrent ſtem ? 

Before it all gives way, the wiſe retire, 140 

And ſorrowing hide their heads. There's nothing 
elſe, 

Unleſs ſome ſudden, violent revolution, 

Which to its natural channel can reduce 

This overflowing power. Nothing ſeems 

So much to threaten an eventful fall, 145 

As an unlimited authority. 

"Tis not unlike a bow that's too far bent, 

Which will at laſt all on a ſudden break, 

If not relax'd : t' unbend it, who'll preſume ? 

By ſuch authority ſo flattering, 159 

Ivomenevs's heart was wholly warpt ; 

By this had he been ſhaken from his throne, 

Vet was not by ſuch warning undeceiv'd. 

"Twas neceſſary we ſhould here arrive, 

dent by the Gods, t' induce him to renounce 155 


That blind, extravagant pow'r, unfit for men; 
R 3 A kind 
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A kind of miracle was e'en requir'd 


His eyes at laſt to open. 


Another ill 
Almoſt incurable, is luxury. 160 
As kings are poiſon'd by exceſs of pow'r, 
So a whole kingdom 1s by luxury. 
*Tis ſaid, that lux'ry ſerves to feed the poor 
At the expence o'th rich ; as if the poor 
Could not more uſefully a livelihood gain 165 
By cultivation of the fruits of th' earth, 
Without corrupting, by luxurious arts, 
Thoſe who abound in riches. By degrees 
Is a whole kingdom brought to eſtimate, 
As abſolute neceſſities of life, 179 
Things in themſelves ſuperfluous. Ev'ry day 
There are invented new neceſſities ; 
And things unknown but thirty years before, 
Become by faſhion indiſpenble. & 
This luxury aſſumes the name of taſte, 175 
Politeneſs, and improvement of the arts. 
This vice, which after it draws many more, 
Is as a virtue prais'd; and its contagion 


E'en to the loweſt of the people ſpreads. 
The 
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The near relations of the king are fain 180 

To imitate the king's magnificence; 

The great the king's relations emulate ; 

The middle rank ſets up to ape the great ; 

For what man is there that is juſt t himſelf? 

The loweſt would fain aſſume the middle rank; 

All ſtrive beyond their pow'r; the great for pomp, 

And to diſplay their riches; others, led 

By a falſe ſhame, their poverty to hide. 

E'en thoſe who're wiſe to ſee and to condemn 

So great diſorder, are not wiſe enough 190 

To lift their heads, to quit the faſhion firſt, 

And ſet a new example. The whole ſtate 

Verges to ruin ; all orders of the ſtate 

Are thus confounded. The deſire of gain, 

In order td ſupport a vain expence, 195 

Corrupts the pureſt minds; the only aim 

Is to be rich; the greateſt infamy 

Is poverty, For inſtance, though you be 

Of virtue, ſkill, abilities, poſſeſs d, 

Though by your labours you inſtruct mankind, 

Gain battles, fave your country, ſacrifice 

All private intereſts ; fill you'll be dyſpis'd, & 

Unleſs your talents are ſet off to view 

By pomp and ſhow. E'en thoſe who have in fact 
No 


192 THE ADVENTURES 


Boox XXII, 

No property, would fain appear to have 2 205 

They ſpend as though they had; they borrow, 
cheat, 

A thouſand tricks and artifices uſe, 

T' attain their ends. But who's poſleſs'd of pow'r 

To remedy theſe evils ? There mult be 

A total change of taſte and habitudes, 210 

New laws eſtabliſn'd. Who can undertake 

This taſk, unleſs a philoſophic king, 

Who, giving an example in himſelf 

Of moderation, can diſcountenance 

Thoſe who delight in pomp, and vain expence, 

And countenance the wiſe, who will be glad, 

By his authority, to exerciſe 


Frugality with honour ? 


This diſcourſe 
So wrought upon 'TELEMACHUs, he ſeem'd 220 
Like one new-wak'd from ſleep ;. he felt the truth 
Of what was ſaid, which on his heart was graven 
As by a ſkilful ſtatuary's hand 
On marble are impreſs'd what traits he will, 
So as to give it ſoftneſs, life, and motion. 225 
To this TELEMAcHus made no reply. 


Reflecting now on what he juſt had heard, 
| He 
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He caſt his eyes around, remark'd the change 


Made in the city; and to MENTOR ſaid; 


IPoukxEus the wiſeſt is become, 230 
Of earthly kings; I now no longer know 
Him or his people. Freely I confeſs, 
What you've done here is infinitely more 
Than our late vict'ries. To ſucceſs in war, 
Fortune, as well as ftrength, contributes much; 
We with the ſoldiers muſt the glory ſhare ; 
But all your work is from one head deriv'd ; 
Againſt a king and people, all alone 
You muſt have combated, to ſet them right. 
Odious and fatal ſtill is that ſucceſs ; 240 
Here every thing appears to be the work 
Of heav'nly wiſdom ; all is calm, is pure, 
Is amiable z in every thing appears 
A more than human pqw'r and influence. 
If men ambitious are of glory, why 245 
Do they not ſeek it thus in doing good ? 
How woſully do men miſtake themſelves, 
When they a ſolid glory hope tr acquire 
In waſting th' earth, and ſpilling human blood! 
A ſenſible joy in MeNToR's face appear'd, 2.59 


Hearing TELEMACHUS fo rightly judge 
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Of victories and conqueſts, at an age 
When he might naturally be ſuppos'd 


Intoxicated with his late ſucceſs. 


Then MEN rox added; All you here behold 
Is good and laudable, 'tis true; but know, 
Better might ſtill be done. IDoMENEvs 
Commands his paſſions, and applies himſelf 
To governing his people : with all this, 
He ſtill commits a multitude of faults, 260 
Which are the ſad effects of errors paſt: 
When men would fain abandon vice, it ſeems 
Still to purſue them for a length of time z 
Deep-rooted habits, feebleneſs of mind, 
Inveterate errors, prejudices ſtill, 265 
Almoſt incurable, in them remain, 
O happy thoſe who never ſtray'd to ill! 
They can do good more perfectly. The Gods 
From you, TELEMACHUs, will more demand 
Than from InomENEvus, ſince you have known 
Truth from your infancy, and ne'er have been 


By a too great proſperity ſeduc'd. 


IdoMENEvs, continued MENTOR, is 


Wile and intelligent; but is too much 
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Employ'd in the minute detail of things, 275 
Without attending to the whole extent, 


To form a general plan. The reach and ſkill 
Of one exalted to ſupreme command, 


Does not conſiſt in doing all himſelf: 


'Tis a groſs piece of vanity to think 280 


He can alone attend to every thing, 


Or make the world believe it can be done. 

The buſineſs of a king is to ſelect, 

, And manage thoſe who govern under him; 
He muſt not be confin'd to little things 285 
That were the office of inferior hands ; 
And ſhould make others give account to him, 
And have ſufficient knowledge of affairs, 

F To judge of that account, It were to reign 
With wondrous excellence, to ſingle out, 290 
And to employ according to their talents, 
Fit perſons to conduct a ſtate. The chief, 
And perfect art of government, conſiſts 
In guiding thoſe who govern ; tis to obſerve, 
Prove, moderate, correct, encourage them, 295 
T' exalt, abaſe, remove, and keep them {till 
Uuder exact controle. To with to pry 
Into particulars, ſhews mean diſtruſt, 
And jealouſy in little things, which waſtes 

'd | Time, 
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Time, and that freedom of the mind requir'd 300 


In great affairs. For forming great deſigns, 
The mind ſhould be at liberty and eaſe, 
Completely diſengag'd, and unperplext 

With the diſpatch of intricate affairs. 

A mind exhauſted by minute detail 305 
Of little things, is like the lees of wine, 

That have no ſtrength, or delicate flavour left, 
Thoſe who are tied down to particulars 

In governing a ſtate, are ſtill confin'd 

To preſent views ; never extend their thoughts 
To diſtant conſequences ; they are ti]! 

Led by the buſineſs of the preſent day : 

This, being the fole employment of their thoughts, 
Too much impreſſes, and contracts the mind 
For no true judgment can be form'd of things, 
Till they're compar'd together, till they're all 

In proper order rang'd, fo as to form 

Connexion and proportion, To neglect 

This courſe of regulation, were to be 

Like a muſician who ſhould be content 320 
To find harmonious ſounds, and take no pains 
T' unite, connect them ſo as to compoſe 

Muſic to pleaſe and captivate the ſoul, 


*T were alſo to be like an architect 
Who 
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Who thinks he does great things, if he collects 
Large pillars, and a quantity of ſtones 
Well-hewn, but never has employ'd his thoughts 
To have the ornaments of th' edifice 

Juſtly proportion'd, properly arrang'd. 

When a ſaloon is wanted, he forgets 339 
That there muſt be a ſtair-caſe ſuitable, 

While to the body of the edifice 

He is attentive, he conſiders not 

Of court, or portal ; all his work appears 

But a confus'd heap of magnificent parts 335 
Ill-ſuited to each other. Such a work, 

So far from gaining him repute, will prove 

An everlaſting monument of his ſname; 

For it is obvious, that th' artificer 

Hath not been able to extend his views 340 
To comprehend the whole deſign; which ſhows 
A narrow and ſubordinate turn of mind. 

A genius ſo confin'd is only fit 

To execute an under- part. Doubt not, 

My dear TELEMACAUs, to rule a ſtate 345 
Requires, like muſic, certain harmonies, 


And juſt proportions, like the builder's art. 


8 I ſhall 
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J ſhall illuſtrate further from the arts, 
How very mod'rate talents they poſſeſs, 
Who govern by particular detail, 350 
He, in a concert, who ſings certain parts, 
Though he fing well, is but a finger ſtill. 
He who conducts the concert, who has ſkill 
All parts at once to regulate, is alone 
Maſter of muſic, Juſt ſo he who ſhapes 355 
Columns, or builds one fide of th' edifice, 
Is but a maſon : he's the architect, 
Who bath conſider'd, and who comprehends, 
The parts and the proportions of the whole. 
Thus thoſe employ'd to expedite affairs, 360 
Are ſuch as have leaſt ſhare in governing; 
"Theſe are ſubordinate hands. The ruling mind, 
The real genius that conducts a ſtate, 
Is he who, doing nothing, orders all ; 
Who ponders, who invents, who penetrates 365 
Into the future, traces back the paſt, 
Who arranges, who proportions, who provides 


For diſtant wants, who boldly ſets himſelf 


To combat fortune, as a ſwimmer {ſtrives 
To ſtem the torrent ; who is night and day 379 


Anxious, that nothing ſhould be left to chance. 
Do 
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Do you imagine, my TELEMACHUs, 
An eminent painter toils from morn to night, 
To expedite, and to complete his work ? 
No, ſuch reſtraint and ſervile toil would damp 375 
His fire and genius : all muſt be perform'd 
As his own taſte and inclination leads, 
Not by mechanical and formal rules. 
Do you imagine he employs his time 
In grinding colours, and preparing pencils? 380 
No, in ſuch things his pupils are employ'd. 
He to himſelf reſerves the pains of thought; 
He is intent on drawing fuch bold lines, 
As to give paſſion, life, and gracefulneſs, 
To all his figures; he bath in his mind 385 
The thoughts and ſentiments of thoſe great men 
Whom he would repreſent ; tranſports himſelf 
To ages paſt, and ev'ry circumſtance 


In which they happen'd to be plac'd, explores. 


With this enthuſiaſm he muſt ſtill unite 390 


Judgment to keep him within bounds, that all 
May have its due proportion, all may be 
Correct and true. Think you, TELEMAcHñHus, 
Leſs reach of thought and genius is requir'd 
In forming a great king, than is requir'd 395 
To form an eminent painter? You muſt then 

S 2 Conclude, 
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Conclude, the buſineſs of a king ſhould be, 
To think, to form great projects, to ſelect, 
With judgment, proper perſons, under him 
To be employ'd. 


| TELEMACHvus replied 3 
I think I comprehend you perfectly. 
But under management like this, a king 
Might often be deceiv'd, when he himſelf 
Paid no attention to particulars. 405 


MEeNToR rejoin'd, *Tis you deceive yourſelf, 
That which prevents deception, is to have 
A gen'ral inſight into government 
Thoſe who in buſineſs have no principles 
On which to act, and no diſcernment have 410 
In men, go groping on as in the dark ; 
They know not perfectly what *tis they ſeek, 
Nor what they ought to aim at; they indeed 
Know nothing but diſtruſt, and are more apt 
To diſtruſt honeſt men who ſpeak the tcuth, 415 
Than artful ſycophants. On th' other hand, 
Thoſe who have principles, by which to rule 
And know mankind, know what they ought t' ex- 
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And by what means t' attain their end; at leaſt, 
They know in groſs, if thoſe whom they employ, 
Are proper inſtruments for their deſigns, 

Whether they fully comprehend their views, 

So as to arrive at th' end which they propoſe. 
Beſides, whereas they ne'er involve themſelves 

la the confuſion of particulars, 425 
Their mind is more at liderty t' obſerve 

At once the whole extent of an affair, 

If they're advancing tow'rds the end in view. 
They, if deceiv'd, at leaſt are not deceiv'd 

In the eſſential point. They are, beſides, 430 
Above the little jealouſtes that mark 

A confin'd genius, and a narrow foul : 

They're ſenſible they muſt, in great affairs, 

Expect to be deceiv'd, ſince they employ 

Men, who fo often are deceitful found; 435 
That, by irreſolution and diſtruſt, IL 

A greater loſs by far might be ſuſtain d, 

Than by ſubmitting to ſome ſmall deceit. 

T0 happy he who only is deteiv'd 

In little things; great things fill keep their courſe; 
And of a great man that's the ſole concern. 


Deception, when diſcover'd, ought to be 


deverely puniſh'd ; but in ſome degree | 
9 3 One 


202 THE ADVENTURES Boox XXII, 


One muſt expect it, if one would not be 
Eſſentially deceiv'd. An artiſan 445 
Sees every thing belonging to his trade, 

With his own eyes, and every thing performs 
Wich his own hands. In a great ſtate a king 
Can neither do, nor ſee the whole. He ought 
Only to do what no one elſe can do, 450 
And but to ſee whatever 1s requir'd 


In the deciſion of important points, 


Then to TELEMACHUus thus MENTOR ſpoke ; 
The Gods regard you, and for you prepare 
A reign of wiſdom. All you here behold, 455 
Is not ſo much t'-exalt IDouENEUsS, 
As for your good, for your inſtruction, done. 
The prudent regulations you admire 
Here at Salentum, do but ſhadow out 
What you ſhall one day do at Ithaca, 460 
If by your virtues, and exerted pow'rs, 
You ſtrive t' accomplith the deſigns of Heav'n. 
* Tis time to think of our departure hence. 
IDoMENEUS a veſſel has prepar'd 


For our return, 465 
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TELEMACHvus forthwith 
To MENToR thus his ſentiments diſclos'd, 
But not without ſome diffidence and pain, 
Reſpecting an attachment of the heart, 
That made him quit Salentum with regret, 470 


You'll perhaps blame my eaſineſs of heart 
To take impreſſions, where I chance t' arrive; 
But my own conſcience would reproach me ever, 
If I conceal'd from you the love I bear 
AnTIoPps, the daughter of our friend. 475 
No, my dear MEN ToR, tis not a blind paſſion, 
Like that I ſuffer'd in CaLyPso's iſle ; 
I'm but too ſenſible of that deep wound 


My heart receiv'd from EUCHARIs H; c'en now 


The mention of her name diſquiets me; 480 


Th' effect nor time nor abſence hath remov'd : 
'Tis this hath taught me to diſtruſt myſelf: 

But for ANTIoPE the love I feel 

Is different far; *tis not a paſſionate love, 

It is conviction, *tis eſteem, tis taſte, 485 
How happy could I paſs with her my days ! 

If cer my father is by Heav'n reſtor'd, 

And *tis permitted me to make a choice, 

ANTIOPE ſhall be my ſpouſe. In her 
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What wins my heart, and moſt affects me, is, 490 
Her modeſty, her filence, her reſerve, 

Her aſſiduity, her induſtry 

In works of elegant embroidery, 

Her ſtrict attention, ſince her mother died, 

In the conducting of her father's houſe ; 500 
Contempt of vain, fantaſtic ornaments, 
Forgetfulneſs, or ſeeming ignorance, 

Of her own beauty, When Ipomenevs 

Gives her a hint for leading up the dance 

Amidſt the Cretan virgins, to the ſound 505 
Of flutes, ſuch grace in all her ſteps appears, 

She might be taken for bright Venus! ſelf. 
When ſhe attends her father in the chaſe, 

Her elegant, majeſtic port, her {kill 

In archery is ſuch, ſhe then appears 510 
Like Dian, when ſurrounded by her nymphs, 
Unconſcious of her excellence ſhe ſeems, 

While all behold her with admiring eyes, 

When ſhe attends the temples of the Gods, 
Bearing the ſacred off*rings on her head, 515 
One would ſuppoſe her the Divinity 

Inhabiting the temple. With what awe, 

With what religious reverence, ſhe appears 


In offering ſacrifices, to appeaſe 
The 
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The anger of the Gods, when any fault 520 
Is to be expiated, or t' avert 

Any bad omen! When, in fine, ſhe's ſeen 
Amidſt her maidens, holding in her hand 

A golden needle, one would think it were 
MINxERVA's ſelf, under a human form, 525 
Inſtructing mortals in the elegant arts. 

To induſtry ſhe animates the reſt, 

Relieves their toil, beguiles the tedious hours 

By her enchanting voice, when ſhe begins 

To ſing the wondrous hiſtories of the Gods, 530 
By th' elegance of her embroideries 

She far exceeds the pencil's fineſt ſtrokes. 

Happy the man who in ſoft HyMEN's bands 

Shall be with her united! He need fear 


Nought elſe but loſing and ſurviving her, 535 


My deareſt MenToR, witneſs for me Heav'n, 
I'm ready to depart ; ANTI1oPE [I'll love 
Whilſt I have breath, but ſhe ſhall not retard, 
One moment, my return to Ithaca, 
If by another ſhe muſt be poſleſfs'd, 540 
In bitter ſorrow ſhall I paſs my days. 
I will, however, quit her, though I know 


| may by abſence loſe her. I deſire 
To 
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To mention neither to herſelf my love, / 

Nor to her father; but to you alone, 545 
As it behoves me, till ULYssEs ſhall, 

To his throne reſtor'd, conſent to my requeſt, 
By this, my deareſt MENTOR, you perceive, 
How widely different this attachment is, 

From the blind paſſion that polleſs'd me once 550 
For EUCHARIS. 


O yes, TELEMACHUs, 
MenrTor replied, the difference I allow: 
AnT1oPe's gentle, unaffected, wile ; 
Her hands deſpiſe not labour; ſhe foreſees 355 
Far off, provides for ev'ry thing ; ſhe acts 
Without confuſion, in a regular courſe, 
Tho' ever active, ev'ry hour employ'd, 
No hurry, no perplexity appears ; 
For all things have their proper place and time, 
In the good order of her father's houſe 
Is all her glory, which adorns her more 
Than her own beauty. Tho' ſhe has the care 
Of all, tho' ſhe's commiſſion'd to correct, 
Indulge, deny (a ſituation, which, 565 
For the moſt part, creates diſguſt and hate) 
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She hath endear'd herſelf to all the houſe ; 8 


Becauſe no headſtrong, arbitrary will, 

Paſſion, or humour, ſuch as oft prevail 

In other women, bear in her the ſway: 570 

From her a look's ſufficient, ev'ry one 

Is fearful of diſpleaſing her: ſhe gives 

Her orders with preciſion, and gives none 

But may be executed ; reprimands 

With goodneſs, and in reprimanding too 575 

Encourages. On her, her father's heart 

Repoles, as a weary traveller 

O'ercome with heat, repoſes in the ſhade 

Upon the tender grals. TELEMAcHVs, 

You're in the right; ANTIoPE's a treaſure 580 

Worth ſeeking for in the remoteſt climes. 

Her mind no more than perſon is adorn'd 

With uſeleſs ornaments ; her fancy's kept, 

Tho” lively, within bounds ; ſhe never ſpeaks 

But through neceſſity ; and when ſhe ſpeaks, 585 

Perſuaſion ſoft, and unaffected grace, 

Flow from her lips. When ſhe begins to ſpeak, 

All are in filence huſh'd ; deep bluſhes then 

O'erſpread her face; ſhe's ready to ſuppreſs 

What ſhe propos'd to ſay, when ſhe obſerves 590 
'The 
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The Mill attention round her. We have ſcarce 
E'er heard her ſpeak. 


. You recollect, one day 

Her father call'd for her? With downcaſt eyes, 
And with a large veil cover'd, ſhe appear'd, 595 
And only ſpoke t' appeaſe her father's wrath, 
About to puniſh with ſeverity 
One of his ſlaves : at firſt ſhe ſeem'd to take 
A part in his reſentment ; by degrees, 
As he grew calm, engag'd him to attend 609 
To what might ſerve to palliate the offence ; 
And till forbearing the moſt diſtant hint, 
That the king's anger had perhaps too far 
Tranſported him, erelong won o'er his heart 
To ſentiments of juſtice and compaſſion. 605 
Not TRETIs' ſelf, when ſhe old NEREUSs 

ſoothes, 
With more inſinuating ſoftneſs calms 
The troubled waters. Thus ANTIOPRE, 
Without th' aſſuming of authority, 
And taking the adventage of her charms, 610 
Will one day rule her huſband's heart, as now 


She touches into harmony her lyre, 
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When ſhe would thence draw forth the tend'reft 
ſounds, 
Once more, TELEMACHvus, let me repeat, 
Your love is juſt; the Gods deſign her your's; 
You love her with a reaſonable love ; 
| But wait your father's pleaſure, You were right 
In not preſuming to declare your love: 
But know, if you had any meaſures us'd 
1” appriſe her of your ſentiments, that ſhe 620 
At once would have rejected them, and ceas'd 
1” eſteem you; ne'er will ſhe engage herſelf 
To any one; but will with patience wait 
Her father's ſole diſpoſal. She'll accept | 
None for a huſband, but who fears the Gods, 625 
And who fulfils the duties of his ſtation, 
| have obſerv'd, have you? ſhe ſhows herſelf 
Still leſs, and takes upon her more reſerve, 
Since your return, She knows what you've per- 
form'd. 
In warlike feats; ſhe's not to learn your birth, 639 
Or your adventures, or the gracious gifts 


Beſtow'd on you by Heav'n; 'tis thence proceeds 


Her modeſty and her reſerve. Come then, 
TeLemacyus, let's think of our return 


To Ithaca, For me no more remains, 635 


5 2 | Than 
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Than to reſtore you to your father's arms, 
And place you in a ſtate t'. obtain a ſpouſe 
That's worthy of the golden age: were ſhe 
A ſhepherd's daughter on mount Algidus, 
Not what ſhe is, the daughter of a king, 
You'd be too happy in poſſeſſing her, 
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Idomeneus, fearing the departure of his two gueſts, 
propoſes to Mentor ſeveral affairs of difficulty, 
which he ſays he cannot ſettle without his aſſiſtance. 
Mentor inſtrucis him how he ought to conduct 
himſelf; and continues reſolute for the departure of 
Telemachus. Idomeneus attempts once more to de- 
tain them, by encouraging Telemachus's paſſion fur 
Antiope. He engages them in a hunting-party, 
in which his daughter was to accompany them. 
She would have been torn in pieces by a boar, had 
not Telemachus ſaved her. He after this feels 
great reluctance at the thoughts of quitting her, 
and taking leave of the king her father. But 
being encouraged by Mentor, he ſurmounts his re- 


luftance, and embarks for Ithaca. 
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| DOMENEUS, who each day more and more 
+ Fear'd the departure of his gueſts, was now 
Bent on detaining them. He repreſents 


To MENTOR, that he could not terminate 


Without him, a diſpute which had ariſen 5 


Between DiophAR Es, high-prieſt of Jove, 

And HELIopoRus, high-prieſt of APOLLo, 
Concerning omens from the flight of birds, 

And from the victims flain in ſacrifice, 

But why, ſaid MexToR, would you interfere 10 
In ſacred matters? Their deciſion leave 


To the Etrurians, who are fam'd to have 
2.2 The 


— — en ea. DDE 
> — 4 
. 


214 THE ADVENTURES Book XXIII. 


i 


The oracles of moſt antiquity, 

And are th' inſpir'd interpreters of Heav'n. 

Uſe your authority but to ſuppreſs I5 
All ſuch diſputes, as ſoon as they ariſe. 

Show nor partiality nor prejudice, 

And the deciſion, when once made, ſupport, 

A king ſhould to religion be conform'd, 

And ne'er attempt religion to controle, 20 
Which comes from Heav'n, and is above all kings, 
If with religion kings ſhould interfere, 

Far from protecting, they'd reduce it ſoon 

To ſervitude :. for kings ſo pow'rful are, 

And other men ſo weak, that all would be 25 
Subject to royal pleaſure and controle, 

If kings concern'd themſelves in ſacred things. 
Leave, therefore, to the ſervants of the Gods 
The full deciſion of ſuch ſacred points; 

Be it your part alone to puniſh thoſe 30 
Who diſobey their judgment, when pronouc'd, 


Straight after this IDoMENEvus complain'd 
Of the embarraſſment which he was in, 
Reſpecting divers ſuits which he was preſs'd 
By ſeveral private perſons to decide, 35 


Ev'ry important queſtion that may tend, 
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Said MENTOR, t' eſtabliſh gen'ral points 

Of juriſprudence, and explain the laws, 

You may decide; but never undertake 

In private cauſes to appear as judge 40 
You with their number would be overwhelm'd, 
And be of all your people the ſole judge. 

The judges under you would all become 

Uſcleſs ; you'd be perplext with little things, 
Which from affairs of greater conſequence 45 
Would take off the attention of your mind : 

Nor could you be ſufficient, after all, 

For the detail of thoſe inferior things, 

Beware then never to involve yourſelf 

in ſuch embarraſſments; all the concerns 50 
Of individuals leave to other men. 

Do nothing elſe but what no other can 

For your relief or eaſe perform : you'll then 


Diſcharge the proper functions of a king. 


They preſs me alſo, ſaid IpomeNnevs, 55 
To ſettle for them certain marriages. 
Thoſe of diſtinguiſh'd birth, who've follow'd me 
In all the wars, and in my ſervice loſt 
Great fortunes, fain would find a recompence 
By marrying into wealthy families; "za 
And 
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And it would coſt me but a ſingle word ; 
For the procuring of ſuch ſettlements. 
True, it would coft you but a ſingle word, 
Said MENTOR, but that word would coſt you dear, 
Would you from fathers and from mothers take 65 
The conſolation and the liberty 
Of making choice of ſons- in daw, and heirs ? 
This were to treat all families like ſlaves ; 
And you would thus become reſponſible 
For every family's domeſtic ills, 70 
Marriage hath various croſſes of its own, 
Without th' addition of that bitterneſs, 
If you have faithful ſervants to reward, 
Beſtow upon them lands to cultivate, 
Stations and honours ſuited to their rank 75 
And ſervices. To this, if need be, add 
A ſum of money laid by from the funds 
Appropriated to your private uſe: 
But never think of paying off your debts 
By the diſpoſal of rich heireſſes 80 
Againſt their parents“ will. 
6 

Het: IdoMENEvus 

From this t' another queſtion paſs'd forthwith, 


The Sybarites complain, that we've uſurped 
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Some lands which they lay claim to, and have giv'n 


Theſe lands as waſtes to clear and cultivate, 


To ſtrangers lately introduc'd by us, 


Muft I ſubmit? If I give up the point, 

Then every one around us will ſuppoſe, 

'Tis but to make pretenſions, and ſucceed. 90 
It is not juſt, ſaid MenToR, to believe 

The Sybarites themſelves in their on cauſe; 

Nor is it right to truſt to you in your's, 

Who are the perſons then we ought to truſt ? 
Reſum'd IDoukNEUSs. In ſuch a caſe, 95 
We're not to truſt, ſaid MENTOR, either ſide, 

In this ſome neighb'ring pow'r ſhould arbitrate, 


That unſuſpected is by either fide, 


The Sipontines between you might decide, 

Whoſe intereſts do not interfere with your's. 100 
Am I, replied IpoMENEvs, oblig'd, 

I who am a king, to fix on arbiters ? 

Are ſovereigns bound to ſtrangers to ſubmit, 

[n fixing the extent of their domain ? 

Then Mex'ToR thus reſum'd ; Since on this point 
You're reſolutely bent, you think, at leaſt, 

Your right is good. The Sybarites maintain 
Their right to be undoubted. In this ſtrife 


Of oppoſite opinions, arbiters 
a Fixt 
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Fixt by the parties muſt determine it, 110 
Or it muſt be decided by the ſword ; 

There is no middle way that you can take, 

Were you to enter a republic, where 

You found no judge or magiſtrate, and where 
Each family conceiv'd it had a right 115 
All its pretenſions forcibly t' aſſert 

Againſt its neighbours, would you not deplore 
And ſhudder at fo horrible a ſtate 

Of wild diſorder, where one family 

Againſt another ſet itſelf in arms ? - 120 
Think you, the Gods would with leſs horror view 
The world, the univerſal commonwealth, 

If ev'ry nation, which may be compar'd 

To one large family, ſhould think itſelf 

At liberty to right itſelf by force, 125 
In the pretenſions it might haply form, 

Juſt or unjuſt, againſt the neighb'ring ſtates ? 

An individual man, who owns a field, 

Which he inherits from his anceſtors, 

Cannot maintain his right but by the laws, 130 
And the decition of a magiſtrate, 

If he attempted to preſerve by force 

What juſtice had decreed to be his right, 

He would be puniſh'd with ſeverity, 
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As guilty of ſedition. Do you think, I35 
Kings, in ſupport of their pretenſions, may 

To violent meaſures have recourſe at once, 
Without firſt trying what they can effect 

By gentle meaſures, and humanity ? 

Say, ſhould not juſtice ſtill more ſacred be, 140 
And more inviolable, as to kings, 
In caſes where whole countries are concern'd, 
Than with regard to private families, 

Where only certain fields are in diſpute ? 

Shall he be thought encroaching and unjuſt,” 145 
Who one poor acre only takes ; and he 

Not only juſt, but &'en a hero deem'd, 

Who takes whole provinces ? If prejudice, 

If prepoſſeſſion, if ſelf-flatt'ry ſways, 

And blinds the eyes, in the minute concerns 150 
Of individuals, ought one not ſtill more 

To guard againſt ſelf- flatt'ry and deceit, 

Where th' intereſts of a kingdom are concern'd ? 
Should a man truſt himſelf in cafes where 

There's ſo much reaſon for ſelf-difidence? 155 
Should he not rather fear to be deceiv'd 

Where ſuch dire conſequences might attend 

The error of one man? A king's miltakes, 


Who forms pretenſions, and deceives himſelf, 
ouch 
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Such deſolations, famines, maſſacres, 160 
Such miſchiefs, ſuch depravity of manners, 

Often produce, as in their ſad effects 

Extend themſelves to ages far remote. 

Surrounded by a train of flatterers, 

Should he not dread by flatt'ry to be ſway'd 165 
On ſuch occaſions? If he be inclin'd 

To fix on arbiters to terminate 

The matter in diſpute, he therein ſhows 


His moderation, equity, good faith : 


The ſolid reaſons he declares, on which 170 


He founds his cauſe : the choſen arbiter 

A candid, friendly mediator is, 

And not a rig'rous judge; to his decrees - 

*Tis not a blind ſubmiſſion that is paid, 

But a due deference ; he pronounces not 175 
A ſentence like a ſov'reign judge, but makes 
Fair propoſitions ; and by his advice 


One would diſpenſe with certain points, for peace. 


If; after all the care a king can take 
To preſcrve peace, a war breaks out, at leaſt 180 
He in that caſe the teſtimony hath 
Of his own conſcience on his ſide, th' eſteem 


Of the ſurrounding ſtates, and hath a claim 


On 


Book 


On the 
IdoME 
Conſen 


To me 


The 
His twee 
Was be 
He had 
Had an 
And by 
At ente 
She, yi 
But wit 
The pa 
Doug! 
That ſu 
Over th 
But ſhe 
The pra 
With di 
Forebor 
Deep-pi 
IdomeN 


Upon hi 


e. 


BOOK XXIII. OF TELEMACHUS. 221 


On the all- juſt protection of the Gods. 
IDbouExEUs, convinc'd by this diſcourſe, 185 
Conſents to fix upon the Sipontines 

To mediate twixt the Sybarites and him. 


The king, obſerving all th' expedients us'd, 
His two friends to detain, of no avail, 
Was bent on trying more effectual means. 199 
He had ſtill notic'd, that ULysses” ſon 
Had an attachment to ANTIOPE, 
And by this paſſion hop'd t' engage him, Oſt 
At entertainments he would make her ſing ; 
She, yielding, to her father's will complied; 195 
But with ſuch modeſty, ſo much concern, 
The pain ſhe felt, too viſibly appear'd. 
[DoMENEvUS proceeded e'en to wiſh, 
That ſhe would celebrate the victory 
Orer the Daunians and ApRAsTuUs gain'd: 200 
Zut face by no means could be brought to ſing 
The praiſes of TELEMACHUs; and ſhe + 
Wich due reſpect declining it, the king 
Forebore to urge her further. Her ſweet voice 
Deep-pierc'd TELEMAchus's youthful heart. 205 
IDoMENEUS, who had his eyes {till fixt 


Upon him, was delighted to obſerve 


U The 
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The ſoft emotion: but ULyssEs' ſon 

Affected not to ſee the king's deſigns. 

He was on theſe occaſions deeply touch'd; 210 
But reaſon had th' aſcendant in his breaſt; 

And 'twas no more the ſame TELEMACHUs, 
Whom a tyrannic paſſion heretofore 

Had captivated in CAL vrso's iſle. 

He, while ſhe ſung, was in attention loſt; 215 
As ſoon as ſhe had ended, he made haſte 


To give a diff*rent turn to the diſcourſe, 


The king, unable this way to ſucceed 
In his deſign, a reſolution forms, 
At laſt, to make a royal hunting-match 220 
For the diverſion of AnTIOoPE, = 
She wept, as loath to go, but was oblig'd 
With th* orders of her father to comply. 
She mounts a fiery, foaming ſteed, like thoſe 
Which Cas rok broke for fight; ſhe manag'd him 
With eaſe; a crowd of nymphs, with ardor fill'd 
Attended her; amongſt theſe ſhe appear'd 
Like D1ax in the foreſt wilds. The king 
Inceſſantly beheld her with delight; 
In her were all iis paſt misfortunes loſt, 230 


Her modeſt air affects ULyssts' fon 
Still 
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Still more than all her graces, and her aal 


In horſemanſhip. The dogs a boar purſu'd 

Of an enormous magnitude, and fierce 
4s that of CALY DON; his briſtly hairs 235 
Reſembled ſpikes; his ſparkling eyes were fill'd 
With ſanguine fire; his breath far off was heard, 


Like the hollow ſound of the ſeditious winds, 


When E olvus, to calm the troubled air, 
Recalls them to his cave: his long, ſharp tuſks, 
Crookt as the reaper's fickle, penetrate 

The ſturdy trunks of foreſt trees. The dogs 


That dar'd t' approach him were in pieces torn. 
The boldeſt hunters dread, as they purſue, 

To ſtrike him with their darts. AN TIOPE, 245 
Swift as the paſſing winds, and free from fear, 
Attacks him cloſe, and in the ſhoulder wounds. 
Straight guſhes forth the blood ; the furious beaſt 


Maddens, and turns to her that wounded him. 


| Her ſteed, tho' bold and full of fire, at once 250 

Starts back with terror ſeiz'd; the monſtrous beaſt 

Darts at him, like the batt'ring, warlike rams 

That level down a city's ſtrongeſt walls, 

The courſer, ſtunn'd, falls ſtagg'ring to the ground. 

7 ANTIOPE, unhors'd, and all expos'd, 255 
Defenceleſs to th' incens'd boar's bloody tuſks, 

U 2 Attentive 
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Attentive to the danger ſhe was in, 
TELEMACHUS diſmounting, inſtant flew, 

Like lightning, 'twixt the boar and fallen ſteed: 
And as the boar ruſh'd on to take revenge, 260 
A long dart almoſt buried in the fide 

Of the ferocious animal, that fell 


Bellowing with rage. 


TELEMACHUS forthwith 
The head cuts off, which, on a nearer view, 265 
Still ſtrikes with dread, and with amazement fills 
All the beholders. To ANnTIoPE 
She ſtraight preſents it ; bluſhing ſhe conſults 
Her father's looks. Her father, who had been 
Before with terror overwhelm'd, was now 270 
With joy tranſported, when he ſaw her ſafe, 
And ſignified, ſne ought t' accept the gift, 
As ſhe receiv'd it, to ULyssEs' ſon 
She faid, © From you I gratefully receive 
« Another, greater gift; for "tis to you 275 
« I owe my life.” Scarce had this paſt her lips, 
But ſhe was fearful ſhe had ſaid too much, 
And downwards caſt her eyes. ULvyssts' ſon, 
Obſerving her embarraſſment, preſum'd 


Only to ſpeak to her in brief theſe words; 280 
« Happy 
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« Happy UL yssgs' fon, who hath preſerv'd 

« A life ſo dear! but happier till if he 

With you could paſs his own!“ Without reply, 
ANTIOPE in haſte rejoins her train 


Of young companions, and remounts her ſteed. 


IDoMENEUS that inſtant would have giv'n 
His daughter to TELEMACHus, but hop'd 
Still t' inflame his paſſion by ſuſpenſe ; | 
And thought his gueſt would, from an eager wiſh 
1” infure his marriage, be induc'd to ſtay. 290 
IDoMENEUs thus reaſon'd ; but the Gods 
Laugh at man's wiſdom. What one would have 
thought 

Might have induc'd TELEMACHUs's ſtay, 
Was the ſole cauſe that preſs'd him to depart. 
From what he was beginning now to feel, 295 
He had juſt reaſon to diſtruſt himſelf. 
MexToR took double care t' inſpire his breaſt 
With an impatient ardour to return ; 
To lthica : he preſs'd IDouExN EUS 
To let him go; the veſſel was prepar d. goo 
MENTOR, who regulated every turn 
And moment of 'TELEMACHUS's life, 
To raiſe his glory to the higheſt pitch, 

U 3 Would 
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Would have him ſtay no longer in a place 

Than as it might conduce to exerciſe 305 

His virtue, his experience t' improve. 

Upon th' arrival of ULxssEs' fon, 

MexToR took care a veſſel to provide 

For his departure. But IDoMENEUS, 

Who with reluctance ſaw it fitting out, 310 

Into a woful melancholy fell, 

And a deſpair that might compaſſion move, 

On ſeeing his two gueſts, his friends from whom 

He had receiv'd ſfuch.comfort and ſupport, 

Reſolv'd to leave him: oft would he retire 315 

To the molt ſecret corners of his houſe, 

There vent his grief, and pour forth all his heart 

In groans and tears! forget all nouriſhment ; 

No ſleep, t' aſſuage his pain, approach'd his eyes; 

He pin'd away, he was conſum'd with grief; 320 

Like a fine tree that with its ſpreading boughs 

Shadows the ground, and in its trunk conceals 

A worm that preys upon the ſlender tubes 

Through which the ſap nutritious is convey'd: 

This tree, that brav'd the winds, and which the 
earth 325 

In her rich boſom nouriſh'd with delight, 

And which the lab'rer's axe had ever ſpar'd, 
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Still languiſhes, the ſecret cauſe unknown ; 

It fades, its leafy honours ſheds, and now 

Only a dry, bark-cloven trunk diſplays, 330 
With wither'd branches. Such, a prey to gtief, 
Appear'd IDOMENEUS, 


ULvssEs' ſon, 
Affected, durſt not ſpeak to him; he fear'd 
The day of their departure; ſought to find 335 
Some pretext for the putting of it off; 
And he had long remained in this ſuſpenſe, 
if MzxnTOR had not interpos'd, and ſaid, 
| am rejoic'd to ſee you fo much chang'd ; 
You were by nature haughty and unfeeling, 340 
Attended only to your own concerns, 
Convenience, and delight, but you're at length, 
| ſze, become a man; and having felt 
Misfortunes, you begin to ſympathize 
Wich others in diſtreſfs. Without compaſſion, 
No goodneſs, virtue, or capacity 
To govern others, can exiſt in man: 
But it muſt not be carried t' exceſs, 
Or into weak, unmanly ſoftneſs ſtrain'd. 
| willingly would ſpeak t' IbouENRus, 350 
I' induce him to conſent to your departure, 
And 
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And would fain ſpare you that embarraſſment. 
But *tis not fit your heart ſhould be o'ercome 
By a falſe ſhame, and by timidity, 

The heart ſhould be accuſtom'd to unite 
Courage and firmneſs with humanity 

And tenderneſs, Without neceſſity 

To torture men, were cruel] : tis our part, 
When the diſtreſs is unavoidable, 

To ſympathize ; as far as poſſible, 

To qualify the ſtroke we can't avert. 

"Tis with that view, replied TELEMACcHUS, 
I wiſh IDouENEUs to be appriz'd 


By you, and not myſelf, that we mult part. 


MexTbr rejoin'd ; My dear TELEMACHUs, 
You but deceive yourlelf ; the ſons of kings, 
Nurs'd in the Jap of luxury and eaſe, 

Would fain have ev'ry thing conformable 

To their own taſte, would make all nzture ſtoop 
To their controle, but have not ſtrength of mind 
T' oppoſe an individual to his face: 

Not that they've any great ſolicitude, 

Or tenderneſs for men ; but that they're loath 
To have any interruption of their caſe, 


To ke a fad and diſcontented brow. 
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The miſeries of men affect them not, 

So they are not ſubmitted to their view: 

The very mention of a tale of woe 

Diſtreſſes and diſturbs them: to be pleas'd 
They muſt be told, that ev'ry thing goes well: 


And while they can enjoy themſelves at eaſe, 


Nothing are they diſpos'd to ſee or hear, 


1” interrupt, one moment, their delights, 

Is there occaſion to reprove, correct, 

Or undeceive an individual; 385 
The paſſions and pretenſions to reſiſt 

Of troubleſome intruders ? Of ſuch things 


They leave the management to other hands, 


Rather than take upon themſelves to ſpeak 

With gentleneſs and firmneſs. They would rather 
Yicld to the moſt unjuſt demands ; would mar 
Affairs of greateſt weight and conſequence, 

For want of reſolution to decide 

A:ainkt the ſentiments and views of thoſe 

They treat with daily, Of this weakneſs, all 395 
lake it their buſineſs t' avail themſelves: 

They preſs, they importune, they weary them; 
BV importunity they gain their ends. 

The better to inſinuate themſelves, 

At firſt they load them with extravagant praiſe ; 
When 


230 THE ADVENTURES Book XXIII. 


When once they've gain'd their confidence, and 
reach'd 

A poſt of ſome authority, they then 

Go greater lengths, and bring them to the yoke : 

The poor ſlaves groan, they ftrive to ſhake it off, 

But are oblig'd to wear it all their days: 405 

Though jealous of appearing to be rul'd, 

They {till are rul'd, nor can they help themſelves; 

Like lender vines, that, having no ſupport, 


Still twine around the trunks of other trees. 


I will not ſuffer you, TeLEMACHUs, 410 
To yield to an infirmity like this, 
That ſo unfits a man for government. 
Too tender now to ſpeak to IpouEkNEUs, 
When once you're out of hearing, out of ſight, 
You'll be affected with his grief no more, 415 
Tis not his ſorrow that affects your heart, 
But *tis his preſence that diſtreſſes you. 
Go then, and ſpeak to IDouENEus yourſelf ; 
And learn on this occaſion to unite 
Humanity with firmneſs ; let him know 420 
The conflict in your breaſt ; but let him know, 


At the ſame time, in a deciſive tone, 
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ULvyssEs' fon 425 
Had neither reſolution to oppoſe 
MENTOR, nor yet to approach InoMENEvus ; 
Of his irreſolute temper was aſham'd, 
Vet had not courage to ſurmount his fear. 
He heſitates, he takes a ſtep or two, 430 
Then hurries back to MENTOR t alledge 
Some new excuſes ; but a ſingle look 
From MENToR, robs him of all utterance, 
And his fine reaſons vaniſh like ſoft air. 
What then? is this, ſaid MENTOR, with a ſmile, 
The mighty hero, conqueror of the Daunians, 
Of great Heſperia the deliv'rer, 
Son of the wiſe ULYssEs, after him 
To be the oracle of Greece? Forſooth, 
He heſitates to tell IDOMENEUS 3 440 
He can delay no longer his return 
To his native land, to ſee his long-loſt fire, 
An! how unfortunate would be your lot, 
Ye people of Ithaca, to have a king 
Sway'd by falſe ſhame, and who would ſacrifice, 


From a mere foible, things of greateſt moment 
To 
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To the moſt inſignificant concerns ! 

Obſerve, TELEMAcHus, what difference lies 
'Twixt valour in the field, and reſolution 

In the conducting of affairs. You felt 450 
No terror from ApRAsrus' hoſtile arms, 

Yet fear the ſorrow of IDOMENEUS. 

*Tis this diſhonours princes who've perform'd 
The greateſt actions; having ſhown themſelves 
Heroes in combat, they in common things, 455 
Which other men with vigour execute, 


Appear the very meaneſt of mankind. 


Feeling the truth of this remark, and piqu'd- 
At the reproach, TELEMACHvUs in haſte 
Went out, and liſten'd to himſelf no more. 460 
Scarce had he enter'd where IDOMENEUS 
Was fitting all dejected and forlorn, 
His eyes caſt down in forrow, but that each 
Dreads the ſad interview. Without a word, 
They underſtand each other; neither dares 465 
To break the filence ; both burſt out in tears. 
InoMENEvs at length, o'erwhelm'd with woe, 
Cries out, Why virtue ſeek, if ſhe ſo ill 


Rewards her votaries? Now that 'm convinc'd 


Of my own weakneſs, ſhe abandons me, 470 
All 
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All my misfortues paſt again prepare 

To overwhelm me; talk no more to me 

Of prudent governing; I'm ſick of men. 

Say, whither would you go, TELEMACHvs ? 

He whom you ſeek, your father, is no more. 480 
Your enemies have ſeiz'd on Ithaca, 

And would deſtroy you, were you to return; 
Your mother will, no doubt, have been eſpous'd. 
dtay here, and be my ſon-in-law, and heir ; 

You after me ſhall reign ; nay, while I live, 
Your pow'r ſhall be unlimited; my truſt, 

My confidence, in you ſhall know no bounds. 

If to theſe offers you're inſenſible, 

At leaſt leave MEN rOR here, my ſole reſource. 
Speak, anſwer me; oh! harden not your hearts 
Againſt the moſt unfortunate of men. 

What ! nothing? Ah! too plainly I perceive, 
The Gods are cruel ; nay, more ſenſibly 

| feel their cruelty, than heretofore 


In Crete, when I depriv'd my fon of life. 495 


TELEMACHUSs at length, with fault'ring voice, 
Replied; I'm not my own; the Deſtinies 
Me to my native country loudly call. 
MENTOR, who is the wiſdom of the Gods, 
X Commands 
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Commands me, in their name, to haſten hence. 
What would you have me do? Shall I renounce 
My father, mother, and my native land, 
That ſhould be {till more dear to me than they? 
Deſtin'd to be a king, I was not born 

For the ſoft pleaſures of a tranquil life, 505 
My private inclinations to purſue. 

Your kingdom *s far more rich and pow'rful 
Than I was born t' expect; yet am I bound 

To prefer that which Heav'n has deſtin'd me, 
E'en to what your bounty would beſtow. $510 
Supremely happy ſhould I think myſelf, 

T' eſpouſe AN Io E, without the hopes 

Of reigning after you; but to become 

Worthy of ſuch a prize, I muſt obey 

The call of duty ; tis my father too, 515 
That ſhould demand her for me at your hands. 
Did you not promiſe to convey me back 

To Ithaca? On that condition *twas, 

I fought againſt ApRASTUs, with th' allies. 

*Tis time at length t' attend my own concerns. 
The Gods who entruſted me to MENTOR's care, 
Have beſtow'd MENTOR on ULyssxs' ſon, 

T” aſſiſt him to fulfil his deſtiny. 

I have loſt all but MexTor ; would you take 
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Him from me? I bave now nor property, 525 
Place of retreat, father, nor mother left, 

Nor any certain country, Nothing now 

[s left me but a wiſe and virtuous man, 

Th” ineſtimable gift of JurrrER. 

judge then yourſelf, whether I can conſent 530 
To loſe them, ſuch a treaſure to renounce ? 

No, I would ſooner die; rob me of life, 

That were but little in compariſon 

But rob me not of MexToR. 


As he ſpoke, 535 
His tone grew firmer ; his timidity 
Left him. IDOMENEVS was at a loſs 
What to reply, yet was not ſatished 
With what ULyssEs' ſon had ſaid. At laft, 
When he could ſay no more, he by his looks 540 
And geſtures ſtrove compaſſion t' excite. 
MexToR, that moment ent'ring, gravely ſaid, 
Do not aMi& yourſelf, IDoMENEvs 3 


Take comfort. We are leaving you; but wiſ- 


dom, 
That regulates the counſels of the Gods, 545 
Will ill be with you. You ſhould think your- 
ſelf 


T 2 Happy 
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Happy, that we were ſent by JuPITER, 
To fave your kingdom, and to lead you back 
Out of the path of error. PrILoCLEs, 


Who by our means is now reſtor'd to you, $50 


| Will ſerve you faithfully. The fear of Heav'n, 


The love of virtue, a fincere regard 

For th' int'reſts of your people, and compaſſion 
For the diſtreſs'd, will ever rule his heart. 
Attend to him, employ him, place in him 355 
Your confidence without diſtruſt or fear. 


The beſt uſe you can make of him, is this; 


I“ oblige him to diſcover all your faults, 


Without the leaſt reſerve. Herein conſiſts 

The fortitude and virtue of a king, 560 
To ſeek ſuch friends as will declare the truth. 

If you poſleſs this fortitude, to you 

Our abſence is of little conſequence z 


And you will live in peace, On th' other hand, 


If flatt'ry, that inſinuates itſelf 565 


Like a ſmooth ſerpent, find its way again 

Into your heart, and lead you to diſtruſt 
Diſintereſted counſels ; you *re undone, 

Be not cat down; be reſolute to tread 

The paths of virtue, I've told PRILocLEs, 570 


What meaſures he ſhould take to comfort you, 
And 
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And never to abuſe your confidence. 

For him I'll anſwer ; him the Gods have giv'n 

To you, as to TELEMACHUs they gave 

| Me as a guide, The part of ev'ry man 575 
Is, boldly to purſue his deſtiny ; 

J“ afflict ourſelves, is unavailing folly. 

If ever you” ve occaſion for my aid, 

When I ſhall have reſtor'd ULysses' fon 

To his father and his country, Þ'll return 580 
To viſit you again; and be aſſur'd, = 
Nothing could give me pleaſure more ſincere. | 
No worldly grandeur, or authority, 

Is what I ſeek on earth; my only view | 

Is to aſſiſt and comfort thoſe who ſeek 585 
Juſlice and virtue. Can I e'er forget 

The confidence and friendſhip unreſerv'd, 


You've entertain'd tow'rds me: 


IdoMENEvUS, 
On hearing this diſcourſe, was chang'd at once 
Into another man ; he felt his heart 
Appeas'd, as NEPTUNE with his trident calms 


The irritated waves, and furious ſtorms :; 

Only a gentle ſadneſs in his breaſt; 

A loft regret, a tender melancholy, 595 
X 3 And 
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And not a poignant ſorrow, now remain'd : 
While virtue, courage, confidence, and hope 
Of Heaven's protection, in his breaſt reviv'd. 


Dear MENTOR, mult I then, ſaid he, loſe all, 
And yet not be diſcourag'd? Oh! at leaſt 600 
Think of IDoukNREUs, when you're arriv'd 
In Ithaca, where all proſperity 
The wiſdom of your counſels muſt attend. 
Remember, that Salentum is the work 
Of your own hands, that you behind you leave 
A poor, unfortunate king, whoſe ev'ry hope 
Centers in you. —ULYssEs* worthy ſon, 

Go, I detain you now no more; no more 

Can I oppoſe the pleaſure of the Gods, 

Who've lent me ſuch a treaſure. MENTOR, go, 
O greateſt, wiſeſt, belt of men (if man 

Could indeed compaſs what I've ſeen in you, 
And if you be not ſome divinity 

Under a borrow'd form, come down t' aſſiſt 
The weakneſs and the ignorance of men;) 615 
Go with him, ſtill conduct ULxssEs' fon, 

Who is more happy in poſſeſſing you, 

Than as the conqu'ror of ADRAsTUs. Go, 


Go both together] dare ſpeak no more 
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Pardon the ſighs, the ſorrowings of diſtreſs — 620 
Live and be happy both; for me remains 

Only a fad remembrance, that I once 

Poſle(s'd ſo great a treaſure, Happy days, 

Too happy days, of which I knew not how 

To eſtimate the value ! days that paſs'd 625 
Too rapidly, ah ! never to return | 

No, never ſhall I fee what I have ſeen ! 


MzNToR then ſeiz'd that moment to depart, 

Embrac'd, and bid adieu to PRILOcCLEs, 

Who bath'd him with his tears, but could not 
ſpeak. 230 

TELEMACHUS, impatient to be gone, 

Would fain have taken MENTOR by the hand, 

To part him from IpoukN Rus; but he, 

Plac'd between MENTOR and ULvss ES“ ſon, 

Mov'd forward tow'rds the port. He gaz'd, he 
ſigh'd, 635 

Some broken, interrupted ſentences 


Would oft' begin, but had not pow'r to end. 


Mean-while are heard the ſeamen's cries con- 
tus'd 
Along the crowded ſhore : they hoiſt, they bend 
The 
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The fails, and ſtraight ſprings up a fav'ring gale. 
TELEMACHUs and MENTOR, all in tears, 

Took of the king their final leave ; who long, 
Long preſs'd them in his arms, and with his eyes 


Still follow'd them, as far as he could ſee, 
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In the courſe of i -4 Telemachus defires 
Mentor to explain to him ſeveral difficulties on the 
ſubjeat of government, among others that of knows 
ing men, ſo as to employ none but the good, and 
net to be impoſed upon by the bad, Towards the 
end of their diſcourſe, they are obliged, by a calm, 
to put in at a certain iſland, where Ulyſſes had 
guſt landed. Telemachus ſees and ſpeaks to him 
without knowing him. But upon ſeeing him em- 
bark, he feels a ſetret anguiſh, which he cannit 
account for, Mentor explains the cauſe to him, 
comforts him, aſſures him that he ſhall very ſun 
rejoin his father, and puts his piety and patience 
to the proof, by retarding his departure in order 
ro perform a ſacrifice to Minerva. At length the 
Goddeſs Minerva, who had been concealed under 
the form of Mentor, reſumes her own form, and 
diſcovers herſelf. She gives Telemachus her laſt 
inſtructions, and diſappears. After which Tele- 
machus arrives in Ithaca, and finds again his fa- 


ther Ulyſſes in the houſe of the faithful Eumæus. 
THE 
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ND now the fails their ſwelling boſoms ſpread, 
| The anchor's weigh'd, the gliding coaſt re- 
cedes, 
And the experienc'd pilot ſpies far off 
Tae high Leucadian hills, that hide their heads 
In whirling clouds of froſt and driving ſnow; 5 
Tn Acroceraunian mountains too, that {till 
Lift up to Heav'n their proud, tho” batter's fronts, 


do often thunder-ſtruck. 


ULyssEs' fon 
To Mexron, as they ſail'd along, thus ſpoke: 10 
I think, 
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I think, ſaid he, I comprehend at laſt 

The maxims and the rules of government 
You've taught me; they at firſt appear'd to me 
But as a fleeting dream; but by degrees 


They in my mind, as 'twere, unfold themſelves, 15 


Fall into order, and a clear, full light 

As objects at the morning dawn appear 
Clouded and gloomy, but at length ſpring forth 
As from a chaos, when the bright'ning day 
Diſtinguiſhes, and, as it were, reſtores 20 
Their genuine colours, and their native forms. 
Th' eſſential point of government, no doubt, 

Is in diſcerning diff*rent characters 

Of men, in chooſing and employing them 
According to the talents they poſſeſs: 25 


But it remains for me to be inform'd, 


How men are to be known. 


To know mankind, 
MenToR replied, you ought to ſtudy men, 
To ſee, and treat with them, Kings ſhould con- 
verſe b 30 
Familiarly with men, ſhould lead them on 
To ſpeak with freedom, ſhould conſult with them, 


Try them 1a little offices, of which 
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They are to render an account ; and thus 

See if they're capable of higher poſts. 35 

How did you gain, my dear TELEMAchus, 

Your ſkill in horſes? Tell me, was it not 

By ſeeing and remarking their defects 

And their perfections, with experienc'd men? 

Thus, if men's good and vicious qualities 40 

Are often made the ſubject of diſcourſe 

With other wiſe and virtuous men, who long 

Have made the ſtudy of mankind their care, 

You by inſenſible degrees will learn, 

What to expect from various characters: 45 

How are diſtinguiſh'd poets good from bad ? 

I''t not by frequent reading and reflection, 

With thoſe who have a taſte for poetry ? 

How is acquir'd a quick diſcerning {kill 

In muſic ? By attention to obſerve 50 

The beſt muſicians. How can he expect 

To govern well, who has no {kill in men? 

And how is ſuch a ſkill to be acquir'd 

But by converſing, but by living, with them ? 

To ſce them but in public, where is heard 55 

Nought but indifferent things on either ſide, 

Or things premeditated, this is not 

To be call'd living with them. The grand point 
d Is 


246 THE ADVENTURES Book XXIV, 


Is ſeeing them in private, is to ſearch 

The ſecret, deep receſles of their ſouls, 60 
To feel them on all ſides, and humour them, 
Their ſecrets to diſcover. But to judge 

Of men with ſkill, the firſt thing requiſite 

Is to know what they ought to be; to know 
What true worth is, and to diſtinguiſh thoſe 65 
Who have true worth, from thoſe who have it not, 
Men talk indeed of virtue and of merit, 

But know n6t with preciſion what they mean. 
They are with moſt men but unmeaning terms, 
Fine words, which ev'ry now and then they take 
A pride in uſing. Certain principles 

Of juſtice, reaſon, virtue, ſhould be fixt, 

To- diſcern reaſonable, virtuous men. 

Maxims of juſt and prudent government 

Should be eſtabliſh'd, to diſtinguiſh men 75 
Who have them firmly rooted in their minds, 
From thoſe who from a falſe refinement err, 

And deviate from thoſe maxims : in a word, 

To meaſure various bodies, there ſhould be 

A meaſure fixt; juſt ſo, to judge of men, 80 
There ſhould be fixt unvaried principles, 

To which our judgments ſhould be all reduc'd. 


One with preciſion ought to know the aim 
Of 
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Of human life, the end to be propos'd 

In governing: the ſole eſſential aim 85 
Is, ne'er to covet grandeur, graſp at pow'r, 
From ſelfiſh motives ; ſuch ambitious views 

Tend but to humour tyranny and pride. 

Kings ſhould ſubmit, ſhould ſacrifice themſelves 
Jo th' endleſs pains and cares of government, go 
To make men good and happy: elle they go 

Still groping on at random all their lives; 

Hither and thither toſt, like ſhips at ſea 

Without a pilot, or directing ſtars, 

And, unacquainted with th' adjacent coaſts, 95 


They go to wreck and ruin. 


Princes oft, 
For want of knowing what true virtue is, 
Know not what 'tis they ought to ſeek in men. 
True virtue, in their apprehenſion, bath 100 
Too great aſperity, is too auſtere : 
And independent; ſcares and ruffles them; 
They turn to flattry ; from that time no more 
dincerity or virtue can they find ; 
Light ſhadowy phantoms, and unreal forms, 105 
They then purſue, of glory falſe and vain, 
That renders them unworthy of the true. 
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They ſoon become accuſtom'd to believe, 

No real virtue can exift on earth, 

For tho' good men ſoon come to know the bad, 

Yet wicked men diſtinguiſh not the good, 

Nor can believe, that any ſuch exiſt, 

Such princes then diſtruſt all men alike, 

Shut up, conceal themſelves, are jealous ſtill 

Of ev'ry trifle; are afraid of men, 115 

As well as fear'd by them. They fly the light, 

Nor ever in their nat'ral guiſe appear: 

Tho' they would not be known, they ſtill are 
known ; 

Their people's prying curioſity 

Peeps in, and finds out all; but they themſelves 

Know no one. Th' intereſted ſycophants 

Around them, are tranſported with delight, 

To ſee their maſter inacceſſible, 

A king that's inacceſſible to men, 

Is alſo inacceſſible to truth, 125 

Whate'er might tend to th' opening of his eyes, 

Is blacken'd ſtill by infamous reports, 

And carefully kept off. Such ſort of kings 

Their lives in brutal, ſavage grandeur pals, 

In which ftate, fearing ſtill to be deceiy'd, 130 

They ſtill are unavoidably deceiv'd, 
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And they deſerve to be ſo. From the time 

They ſpeak but to a certain ſet of men, 

They muſt the paſſions of theſe men imbibe, 

Ard all their prejudices. E'en good men 135 
Have their defects and prepoſſeſſions too. 

Beſides, ſuch kings ſtill at the mercy are 

Of talebearers; a baſe, malignant crew, 

That feed on venom, poiſon innocent things, 

And magnify the leaſt; who will invent, 140 
Rather than not do, miſchief; who impoſe, 

For their own ends, on the credulity, 

Weakneſs, diſtruſt, and low curioſity 


Of a ſuſpicious prince. 


O let it then, 145 
My dear TELEMACHUs, your ſtudy be, 
To know mankind ; examine, make them ſpeak, 
And prove them by inſenſible degrees; 
But place implicit confidence in none. 
Whenever in your judgments you're deceiv'd, 150 
As you will ſometimes be, avail yourſelf 
Of your experiences; and learn thereby 
Not to judge haſtily of any man, 
To his advantage, or his prejudice. 
Bad men are too profound not to deceive 155 


: 4 Wl. Good 
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Good men by their diſguiſe : your paſt miſtakes 
Will ſerve t' inſtruct you. If you chance to find 
A man of virtue and abilities, 

Uſe him with confidence; for honeſt men 
Would wiſh to have their rectitude perceiv'd ; 160 
Eſteem and confidence they value more 

Than wealth and treaſures ; but they may be ſpoiPd 
By an unlimited authority, 

A man once virtuous, virtuous now no more, 
Might have continued ſuch, had not his prince 165 
Giv'n him too great authority and wealth, 
Whoever is enough the friend of Heav'n, 

To find in all his kingdom two or three 

True friends, of wiſdom and integrity, 

May ſoon by their means other perſons find 170 
Reſembling them, to fill inferior poſts, 

Kings, by good men who have their confidence, 
Learn what they could not of themſelves diſcern 


In other ſubjects. 


But I wiſh to know, 175 
Reſum'd TELEMAcaus, Muſt one employ 
Men of abilities, tho' vicious men, 
As I've lo oft heard fay * 
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At certain times, 
MenTOR replied, tis unavoidable, 180 
In a diſorder'd, agitated itate, 
Are often found corrupt and artful men 
Already in authority; they fill 
Important places which one cannot take 
From them, as they've acquir'd the confidence 185 
Of certain men of influence and pow'r, 
Who muſt be humour'd ; theſe abandon'd men, 
They muſt be humour'd too, becauſe they're fear'd, 
And have it in their pow'r to o'erturn the ſtate, 
Tis proper then t' employ them for a time, 190 
Having it ſtill in view to render them 
By little and little inſignificant. 
But as to any real confidence, 
Beware of ever placing it in them; | 
They may abuſe it, and that ſecret truſt 195 
Enable them to hold you in a chain 
Stronger than chains of ſteel. Make uſe of them 
In tranſient negotiations of the ſtate. 
Still treat them well, and by their paſſions ſtrive 
T' engage their faith; for by that tie alone 200 
Can they be held: but never ſuffer them 
Your private counſels to participate. 
Always take care to have in readineſs 


A ſpring 
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A ſpring to move and manage them at will; 

But ne'er entruſt them with the key to your heart, 
Or your affairs. "Then, when the ſtate's reſtor'd 
To order, regularity, and peace, 

Govern'd by upright, wiſe, and truſty men, 

Th' abandon'd men you were oblig'd to employ, 
Will by degrees loſe all their conſequence, 210 


E'en then you muſt not ceaſe to treat them well; 


For never ſhould ingratitude take place 


E'en tow'rds the wicked; but in treating thus, 
One ſhould endeavour to reform them too. 

Tis fit, that ſome allowances be made 215 
For human frailty ; yet authority 

Should by degrees be taken from their hands, 

To check the further progreſs of thoſe ills 

That would reſult from their continu'd pow'r. 
*Tis much to be lamented, after all, 220 
That bad men ſhould be made the inftruments 
Of doing good; and tho? it often be 

An inconvenience unavoidable, 

Still meaſures ſhould be taken, that may tend 

T' obviate this misfortune by degrees. 225 
A wiſe prince, who can have no other views 

But juſtice and good order in the ſtate, 


In time wiil be enabled to diſpenſe 
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With theſe abandon'd and deceitful men, 
And be erelong ſufficiently ſupplied 2.30 
With men of virtue and abilities, 


MEenToR moreover faid, Tis not enough 
To find good ſubjects, new ones muſt be form'd. 
Sure, this muſt be, replied TELEMACHUs, 
Attended with no ſmall embarraſſment. 235 
By no means, anſwer'd MENTOR; for the pains 
You take in ſeeking able, virtuous men, 
To raiſe and to promote them, will excite 
And animate the efforts of all thoſe 
Of reſolution and abilities. 240 
How many languiſh in obſcurity, 
Whom emulation, and encouragement 
I' exert their talents, would have made great men 
How many are there, whom neceſſity, 
And inability to raiſe themſelves 245 
By virtue, tempt to raiſe themſelves by guilt ! 
If then rewards and honours are annext 
To genius and to virtue—of themſelves 
How many virtuous ſubjects would be form'd! 
How many would be form'd by raiſing them, 250 
Step after ſtep, from the inferior poſts 


To th' higheſt ſtations ! Thus you'll exerciſe 
Their 
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Their talents, prove their intellectual pow'rs, 
And their ſincerity of virtue. 'T hoſe, | 

Who ſhall to th' higheſt places be advanc'd, 255 
Will have been brought up in th' inferior poſts 
Under your own inſpection. All your life 
You'll have attended them from ſtep to ſtep : 
You'll then a judgment form, not from their words, 


But from the courſe and conduct of their lives. 


While on this ſubject MgxToR was engag'd 
In converſation with UL xssES' ſon, 
A veſſel of Phæacia they perceiv'd, - 
Which had put in at a ſmall deſert ile, 
A frightful, rocky coaſt, Juſt then the winds 
Were huſh'd to ſilence ; not the gentleſt breath 
Of the ſoft zephrs could be now perceiv'd ; 
The ſea grew ſmooth as glaſs, the flagging fails 
No more give life and motion to the ſhip : 
The rowers toil in vain, They're forc'd to land 
Upon this iſle, that rather ſeem'd a rock, 
Than habitable land ; where, at a time 
Leſs calm, it had been dangerous t' approach. 
The people of Phæacia here becalm'd, | 
Were as impatient to purſue their courſe, 275 
As the Salentines were, ULYssEs' ſon 
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255 
Advances tow'rds them on the rocky ſhore : 
Straight he demands of the firſt man he met, 
If he at king ALCINous's court 
Had ſeen ULyssEs, king of Ithaca? 280 


He whom he now by accident addreſs'd, 
Not a Phæacian, but a ſtranger was, 
Unknown to all the crew ; he had an air 
Of majeſty, but all- dejected ſeem'd, 
Buried in thought, and ſcarce at firſt to hear 285 
TELEMACHUS's queſtion ; but at length, 
« ULYSSES, as you rightly were inform'd, 
« Was by ALcinovus receiv'd,” ſaid he, 
« As in a place of hoſpitality, 
& Where they reſpect the father of the Gods: 
gut he is gone; you'll ſeek him there in vain ; 
“He's fail'd on his return to Ithaca, 
4 If ever Heav'n permit him to ſalute 
His houſhold-gods again.“ The ſtranger ſpoke 
Theſe words with a dejected air, and ſtraight 295 


To a thick 'wood on a high rock retir'd, 


Where he with deep attention view'd the ſea, 

Avoiding ev'ry man, and ſeem'd diſtreſs'd 

At being thus detain'd. ULyssEs5's fon 

Ey'd him attentively; the more he look d, 300 
The 
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The more was he affected and amaz'd. 

This ſtranger, ſaid TELEMACHñUs to MEN ron, 
Anſwer'd me like a man that ſcarce attends 

To what is ſaid to him; that is o' erwhelm'd 

And loſt in woe. Acquainted with diſtreſs, 355 
I feel the ſorrows of th* unfortunate ; 

My heart is intereſted in this man, 

I know not why. He paid me no attention; 
Scarce would he deign to hear or anſwer me; 
Yet can I not forbear to wiſh an end 310 
To his misfortunes. MenTor ſmiling ſaid, 

See, to what end misfortunes ſerve in life! 

They ſerve to render princes moderate, 

And make them feel for others in diſtreſs. 

When they have never taſted any thing 315 
But the ſweet poiſon of proſperity, 

They look upon themſelves as Gods, would fain 
Have mountains ſink at their command, eſteem 
Men but as dirt, would make all nature ftoop. 

If they perchance hear talk of ſufferings, 320 
They know not what is meant, *tis all a dream 
To them, who never have the difference felt 

Of good and ill, Misfortune can alone 


Give them the feelings of humanity, 


And change their flinty to a human heart. 325 
Tis 
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'Tis then they feel that they are men, and ought 
T' attend to other beings like themſelves, 

If for a ſtranger, wand'ring like yourſelf 

On a ſtrange ſhore, your heart's to pity mov'd, 
Then how much more compaſſion ſhould you feel 
For the inhabitants of Ithaca, 

When you behold their ſuff rings with your eyes, 
This people, when entruſted to your care, 

As to a ſhepherd watching o'er his flock, 

The woful conſequences are to feel, 335 
Perhaps, of your ambition, or your pride, 

Or your imprudence : through the fault alone 

Of kings, the people ſuffer, kings who ought, 
By watchful care, to guard them from all ill, 


As MenToR'thus diſcours'd, ULyssEs' fon 340 
Was overwhelm'd with ſadneſs and chagrin : 
With ſome emotion he at length replied: 
If all theſe things you repreſent, be true, 
Then, ſure, the fituation of a king 
Is truly miſerable ; he's the ſlave 345 
Ot all thoſe he apparently commands. 
He is not made his people to command, 
So much, it ſeems, as he is made for them : 
To them he owes himſelf, and all he hath, 
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Is charg'd with their concerns, the inſtrument 350 
Of all, and every individual. 

He muſt, it ſeems, accommodate himſelf 

E'en to their foibles, with a father's care 

Correct and rule, to make them wiſe and happy. 
Th' authority he hath, is not his own; 355 
No glory, and no pleaſures of his own 

Hath he to ſeek ; his whole authority 

Is the authority but of the laws, 

To which he muſt himſelf ſubmit to be 

A pattern to his people. He, in fact, 360 
Is only the defender of the laws, 

To make them reign, to labour and to watch 
For their ſupport ; hath more anxiety 

Than any of his ſubjects ; like a ſlave, 

Muſt give up his repoſe and liberty 365 
To public liberty and happineſs. - 


_ Menrox replied; *Tis true, a king is king 
For this ſole end and purpoſe, to protect 

His people, as a ſhepherd doth his flock, 

Or as a father guards his family. 370 
But do you think a king unfortunate, 


My dear 'IELEMAcnvus, as th' inſtrument 


Of good to thouſands ? He corrects the bad 
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By puniſhments, encourages the good 

By juſt rewards ; he repreſents the Gods 375 
By leading men to virtue. Is it not 
Sufficient glory to uphold the laws ? 

Th attempt to ſet himſelf above the laws 

Is falſe and empty glory, that inſpires 

Nothing but horror and contempt, If he 380 
Be vicious, he muſt be unfortunate ; 

For in his paſſions and his vanity 

Ne'er can he find repoſe : if good, he muſt 

The pureſt and moſt ſolid pleaſures taſte 

In all his virtuous toil, and in the hope 385 
Of an eternal recompence from Heaven. 


TELEMACHUS, whoſe mind with ſacred woe 
Was deeply agitated, now appear'd 
As if he never had conceiv'd theſe truths, 
Tho” on his heart they were impreſt, and he 390 
Had taught theſe truths himſelf to other men. 
A gloomy vapour, that oppreſs d his mind, 
Againſt his real ſentiments inſpir'd 
A ſpirit of contradiction t* oppoſe, 
With nice evaſions, the eſtabliſh'd truths 395 
Laid down by MEN ToR. He to theſe oppos'd 
Th” ingratitude of men. What then? ſaid he, 

2 2 Take 
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Take ſo much pains to be belov'd by men, 

Who ne'er perhaps will make a juſt return ; 

And ſerve abandon'd men, who may pervert 400 
Your very benefits againſt yourſelf ? 


MenToR with great compoſure anſwer'd him; 
Th' ingratitude of men we muſt expect; 
But ſhould we therefore ceaſe to do them good? 
This ſhould be done, not on their own account 
So much, as in obedience to the Gods, 
Who will, and who ordain'd it ſo to be. 
The good you do to men is never loſt ; 
Tho? they forget, the Gods remember it, 
And will reward it. You'll moreover find, 410 
Still, tho” the generality of men 
Should prove ungrateful, there are virtuous men, 
Who will be ſenſible of your deſerts. 
And e'en the generality of men, 
Tho? fickle and capricious, will not fail 415 
To do a kind of juſtice, ſoon or late, 
To real virtue. But would you prevent 
Th' ingratitude of men? You've not ſo much, 
To make them pow'rful, rich, and great in arms, 
To make them roll in pleaſure's ſoft delights ; 429 
Such glory, ſuch abundance, ſuch delights 
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Would but corrupt, would ſerve to render them 
More wicked, more ungrateful too of courſe ; 
'T'is offering them a cup of poiſon'd ſweets. 
Be it your care, their manners to reform, 425 
T* inſpice them with due reverence of the Gods, 
Juſtice, ſincerity, humanity, 
With mod'ration, with fidelity, 
And a diſintereſted turn of mind. | 
Once make them good, and they'll be grateful too; 
And give them virtue, they'll be truly rich. 
True virtue their attachment will ſecure 
To him who ſhall ſuch virtue have inſpir'd. 
Give them the true, the laſting riches give 
Thus will you do yourſelf a benefit, 435 
And never have ingratitude to fear. 
What wonder, if mankind ungrateful prove 
Jo princes who have never led them on 
But to injuſtice, inhumanity, 
Boundleſs ambition, mixt with jealouſy 440 
Againſt their neighbours, haughtineſs and pride, 
And breach of faith? What can the prince expect, 
But what himſelf hath taught them? But if he, 
On th* other hand, take pains to make them good, 
He from their virtuous qualities would reap 445 
The fruit of all his labours ; or at leaſt, 
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In his own virtue and the ſmiles of Heav'n, 
For all his diſappointments would receive 


Sufficient conſolation. 


This diſcourſe 450 

Was ſcarce concluded, when ULysses' ſon 
Tow'rds the Phæacians eagerly advanc'd, 
Whoſe veſſel off the ſhore at anchor lay. 
Of an old man amongſt them he inquires, 
Whence twas they came, and whither they were 

bound, | 455 
And if they'd ſeen ULyssts? The old man 
Anſwer'd ; We come from the Phæacian iſle, 
Which is our native country, and we're bound 
To Epire, in the way of merchandiſe, 
ULYSSEs, as you were before inform'd, 460 
Once landed in our country, but is gone, 
What man is that, rejoin'd TELEMACHus, 
Who ſeems ſo full of forrow, and retires 
To the moſt lonely ſpots, while waiting here 
For the ſhip's ſailing ? He, ſaid th' old man, is 
A ſtranger whom we know not; but tis ſaid, 
He's nam'd CLEOMENES; that he was born 
In Phrygia; that an oracle foretold, 
Before his birth, that he ſhould be a king, 
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If he remain'd not in his native land; 470 
But if he ſtaid, the anger of the Gods 
In a deſtructive peſtilence would fall 
Upon the Phrygians. Soon as he was born, 
He was deliver'd to ſome mariners, 
Who carried him to Leſbos. He was there 475 
Brought up in ſecret at his country's coſt, 
A country, that ſo deeply was concern'd 
In keeping him away. He ſoon grew up, 
Became robuſt, of an engaging mien, 
And ſkil'd in every active exerciſe ; 480 
Nay, to the ſciences and elegant arts 
Applied himſelf, and ſhow'd no ſmall degree 
Of taſte and genius: but no kingdom, ſtate, 
Or people, will permit him to abide 
Amongſt them. Th' oracle concerning him 485 
Was nois'd abroad; he every where was known, 
Where'er he went: the kings were all alarm'd, 

eſt he ſhould rob them of their diadems. 
Thus wand'ring from his youth, he finds no place 
Where he can be altdw'd to fix himſelf. 490 
Oft hath he paſs'd to nations far remote; 
But he no ſooner hath a city reach'd, 
Than is at once diſcover'd there his birth, 


s well as th' oracle concerning him. 


In 
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In vain he hides himſelf, in vain he ſeeks 495 
A place of refuge and obſcurity ; 

Still, it is ſaid, his talents, both for war, 

And letters, and affairs of greateſt moment, 
Burft forth in ſpite of him; in ev'ry place 

Some unforeſeen occaſion ſtill preſents, 500 
That draws him forth, and ſets him up to view. 
His merit's his misfortune, makes him fear'd, 

- Excludes him from all places of abode : 

His fate is to be lov'd, eſteem'd, admir'd, 

In ev'ry place, and yet ſhut out from all. 505 
He is not young, yet hath he found no place 

On any coaſt of Aſia, or of Greece, 

Where he was ſuffer'd to remain in peace, 

Or to enjoy the leaſt repoſe ; he ſeems 

Without ambition, and no fortune ſeeks, 510 
He had been happy, had not th' oracle 

Promis'd him royalty ; he entertains 

No hope to ſee his country more; for there 

He knows he ſhould but fill all families 

With tears and mourning. Koyalty itſelf, 515 
For which he ſuffers, hath no charms for him ; 
Yet by a ſtrange fatality he's led 

From clime to clime, this ſhadow to purſue, 


That ſeems to fly before him, and to ſport, 
E'en 
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E'en to old age, with this unhappy man : 520 
A fatal preſent from the Gods, that clouds 

His faireſt days, and but creates him pain 

E'en at an age when men's infirmities 

Seek nothing but repoſe. He's bound, he ſays, 
To Trace, to ſeek and to aſſemble there 525 
Some ſavage people deſtitute of laws, 

Whoſe manners he may form, and govern them 
For ſome few years ; and when the oracle 

Is thus fulfill'd, they'll nothing have to fear 

From him, in kingdoms the moſt flourifaing. 530 
He after this propoſes to retire 

T' a country-town of Caria, and deſigns 

In agriculture to employ himſelf, 

Of which he's paſſionately fond. He ſeems 

A wiſe and mod'rate man who fears the Gods, 
Who knows men, and can live with them in peace, 
Without eſteeming them. Such is th* account 


Concerning him, which common fame reports. 


Oft during this diſcourſe ULyssESs' fon 
Turn'd tow'rd the ſea his eyes, that now begins 
To be in motion. With the wind the waves 
Begin to riſe, and daſh againſt the rocks, 
Wait'ning with foam. The old man, now in haſte, 
Said 


Py 
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Said to TELEMACHUs, I muſt be gone; 

The crew are waiting for me. As he ſpoxe 545 
Theſe words, he inſtant hurried tow'rds the ſhore; 
They go aboard; the ſailors? cries, confus'd, 
With ardour and impatience to depart, 

Fill all the ſhore, 


The ſtranger had ſome time 
Been wand'ring in the middle of the iſle, 
Mounting the ſummit of the rocks, and thence 
Obſerving, with a melancholy air, 

Th immenſe extent of ſea. ULyssEs' ſon 
Never loft ſight of him; his eyes ſtill watch'd, 
Attentive, all his motions ; while his heart 
Melted with pity for a virtuous man, 

A hapleſs wand' rer, deſtin'd to fulfil 

The moſt important duties, made the {port 

Of fortune that delights in cruelty, 560 
Far from his native land. At leaſt, ſaid he 
Within himſelf, I may perhaps return 

To Ithica, but this CLEOMENES 

Can never ſee his native Phrygia more. 

To find a man ftill more unfortunate 565 
Than he himſelf had been, in ſome degree 
Soften'd the anguiſh of ULyssEs' ſon. 
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At length this man, obſerving that the ſhip 

Was ready, from the ſummit of the rocks 
Deſcended with as much agility 579 
And ſwiftneſs, as in Lycia's foreſt-wilds 

APOLLO, having tied his flaxen locks, 

Bounds over precipices to purſue, 

To pierce the deer and wild boars with his ſhafts. 
The ſtranger is already in the ſhip, 575 


That ſpeeds its way acroſs the briny wave. 


TELEMACHUs's heart was then impreſt 
With ſecret ſorrow, and he knew not why; 
His eyes o'erflow'd with tears, and he enjoy'd 
A pleaſure in th* indulgence of his tears. 580 
At the ſame time upon the ſhore he ſees 
The crew of the Salentine veſſel laid 
Down on the graſs, buried in fleep profound, 
As with fatigue and toil oppreſt. Sweet ſleep, 
Softly inſinuating o'er their limbs, 585 
Had, by MixeRva's influence, in full day 
Shed all the humid poppies of the night. 
T:LEMACHUS with aſtoniſnment beholds g 
The univerſal ſtupor which had now 
Sciz'd the Salentines, while the other crew $599 
Had ſo attentive and ſo active been, 
To 
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To catch the riſing gale : but ſtill he ſeems 

Leſs cager the Salentines to awake, 

Than in obſerving the Phæacian bark 

Now almoſt out of fight, amidſt the waves. 595 
With ſecret trouble and aſtoniſhment, 

Still tow'rds the parted ſhip he bends his eyes, 
Of which along the azure wave appear'd 

Only a whitiſh glimm'ring of the ſails. 

E'en MenToR ſpeaking he no longer hears ; 6c0 
Quite loft and in a tranſport he appear'd 

Like that of Baccavs' prieſteſſes, when they, 
Each with a waving thyrſus in her hand, 

Make the ſteep banks of Hebrus, and the hills 

Of Rhodope, as far as Iſmarus, | bog 
Re-echo to the fury of their cries. 


At length, in ſome degree reſtor'd to himſelf, 
Tears from his eyes again began to flow. 


Then MEN Tox ſaid to him; I wonder not, 


My dear TELEMAchus, that you ſhould weep; 
Th' occaſion of your grief, unknown to you, 

Is not unknown to MENTOR; nature ſpeaks, 
"Tis nature makes you feel, and melts your heart. 
Th' unknown one that impreſs'd upon your heart 


That deep emotion, is the great ULyssEs: 615 
| What 
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What th' old man told you of CLEOMENEs, 

Was all a fiction, form'd but to conceal 

With more ſecurity your ſire's return 

To his kingdom. He's gone ſtraight to Ithaca; 

13 near the port, and now once more beholds, 615 

At laſt, the ſo-much-wiſh'd-for ſpot : your eyes 

Have ſeen him, as was once to you foretold, 

But without knowing him; ſoon ſhall you ſee, 

Shall ſee and know him, and by him be known : 

zut now the Gods vouchſaf'd not to permit 620 

This recogniſement out of Ithaca, 

His heart was no leſs mov'd than your's ; but he 

Hath too much wiſdom to diſcloſe himſelf 

In ſuch a place, where he might be expos'd 

To treach'ry, and th' inſulting cruelties 625 

Of the baſe ſuitors of PENELoOPE. 

ULyssEs is the wiſeſt of all men; 

Like a deep well, his heart's unfathomable; 

No man can draw his ſecret from his breaſt. 

He loves the truth, which he ne'er violates, 630 

But ſpeaks it not, unleſs occaſion calls; 

And wiſdom, like a ſeal, ſhuts up his lips | 

From ſpeaking an unneceſſary word. 

How much his heart, in ſpeaking to you, ſelt! 

What force, what violence, to conceal himſelf ! 
Aa How 
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How much he ſuffer'd in beholding you ! 
That caus'd his deep dejection and chagrin. 


While MexToR ſpoke, TELEMACHus, oppreſt 
With tender forrow, ſhed a flood of tears ; 


Sobs for ſome time prevented his reply : 


640 


Ah ! my dear MNrok, he at length exclaim'd, 
I felt indeed a ſtrong, attractive pow'r, 
Which to that ſtranger deeply engag'd my heart, 


And made my very bowels yearn. 


But why 


Did you not tell me, ere he parted hence, 
It was ULYssEs, ſince you knew 'twas he? 
Why did you ſuffer him to go away 
Without ſo much as once addreſſing him, 


Or ſeeming een to know him? Why is this, 
Muſt I always be 


What is this myftery ? 


Unhappy? Are th' offended Gods refoly'd 


To tantalize me with a flitting ſtream 


That ſtill cludes my eager, thirſty lips? 


ULYsSEs ! have I loſt you then for ever? 


Never perhaps ſhall I behold him more ! 


The ſuitors of PExXELOPE perhaps 


Will take him in the ſnares defign'd for me 


Had I attended him, I had at leaſt 
Died with him! 


O ULyssts! O UrLvysses! 
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If you're not thrown once more againſt ſome rock, 
(As I have ev'ry thing to apprehend 

From adverſe fortune) how much do I dread 

Left you ſhould meet at Ithaca the fate 

By AGAMEMNON at Mycenz proy'd. 

But why, dear MEexToR, did you envy me 665 
A happineſs which was ſo near at hand? 

At this time I had been embracing him, 

Been with him in the port of Ithaca, 

And we had now in combat been engag'd, 


To vanquiſh all our foes. 670 


Then with a ſmile 

MENTOR replied, My dear TELEMAchus, 
Obſerve, and ſee, how th* heart of man is form'd. 
You're ſunk in deep dejeCtion and deſpair, 
Becauſe you ſaw your fire, and knew him not. 
What would you yeſterday have giv'n, to know, 
To be aſſur'd, he was not dead, Of this 
You are to-day aſſur'd with your own eyes; 
nd what might e'en tranſport you with delight, 
Leaves you in bitterneſs. Man's fickly heart 680 
Accounts as nothing what is moſt deſir'd, 
Tae very moment when it is poſſeſs'd; 
And is ingenious to torment itſelf 

Aa For 
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For that which it poſſeſſes not. The Gods 

Do in this manner keep you in ſuſpenſe 685 
Tꝰ exerciſe your patience. You regard 

Oaly as loſt, this preſent time ; but know, 
Dis the moſt uſeful moment of your life; 

For to that virtue it gives exerciſe, 

Which of all virtues the moſt needful is, 699 
To thoſe who are hereafter to command, 
Patience is neceſſary, to become 

Maſter both of one's ſelf, and other men : 
Impatience, that appears as 't were the force 

And the exerted vigour of the ſou], 695 
Is but a weakneſs, a mere impotence 

Of ſuffering pain. The man who cannot wait 
And ſuffer, is like one who knows not how 

To keep a ſecret ; both want ſelf- command; 
Like one who in a chariot race wants ſtrength 
To'ftop his fiery courſers at his will: 

No more obedient to the reins, they drive 

With headlong fury ; and the charioteer, 

Too weak to check their ſpeed, is overturn'd, 
And daſh'd to pieces. Thus th* impatient man, 
Hurried away by wild, untam'd deſires, 


In an abyſs of miſery is plung'd: 


By how much greater this man's pow'r may be, 


80 
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So much more fatal is the conſequence 

Of his impatience ; he diſdains to wait, 710 
He takes no time to meaſure things, but all 

Muſt to his humour bend; he breaks the boughs, 

To take th' unripen'd fruit; burſts down the gates 
Rather than wait their op'ning; would needs reap 
When the wiſe huſbandman is ſowing. Thus 715 
All that he does in ſuch unſeemly haſte, 

Is ill done, can no more duration have, 

Than his ſtill fleeting and unfixt deſires. 

Such are the brainleſs projects of a man 

Who thinks himſelf all- powerful, and is led 720 
By his impatience, t' abuſe his pow'r. 


lt is to teach you patience, that the Gods, 


My dear TELEMACHUs, thus exerciſe 
Your patience, and thus ſeem to ſport with you 
In ſuch a doubtful, wand'ring ſtate of life. 725 
The objects of your wiſhes ſhow themſelves, 
And vaniſh like a dream, when one awakes : 
It is to teach you, that thoſe very things, 
Wich men ſuppoſe already in their hands, 
\lake themſelves wings, and in a moment fly. 739 
The wiſeſt leſſons by Urvssxs giv'n, 
To you will ne'er ſo beneficial prove, 
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As his long abſence, and the various ills, 
'The hardſhips you've endur'd in ſeeking him. 


MeNToR was now, for the laſt time, reſolv'd 
To put the patience of ULyssEs' fon 
To a ſtill ſeverer proof, Juſt at the time 
When he was going, with all eagerneſs, 
To haſten the departure of the crew, 
Did Mxro ſtop him ſhort, and on the ſhore 
Engag'd him to do facrifice in form 
To great Mix ERVA. With docility 
TELEMACHvUs obey'd : he of green turf 
Two altars rais'd ; the incenſe fumes around, 
The victims bleed. And now UL vssEs' fon 745 
Pours forth his heart in tender ſighs to Heav'n; 
He owns the Goddeſs's protecting pow'r. 
The ſacrifice perform'd, he follows MenToR 
Into the gloom of an adjoining wood : 
When all at once the viſage of his friend 750 
Takes a new form; the wrinkles of his brow 
Are ſeen no more; as ſhadows diſappear, 
When roſy morn unbars the gates of light, 
And gilds th* horizon round; his eyes, auſtere 
And hollow, change to a celeſtial blue, 755 


Fill'd with a fire divine: his coarſe, grey beard 
| Appears 
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Appears no more ; an air of dignity, 

Mingled with grace and ſoftneſs, is diſplay'd 

To young TELEMACHvus's dazzled eyes. 

A female countenance appears to view, 760 
Softer and ſmoother than the tender flow'c 

Juſt op'ning to the ſun; therein is ſeen 

The lily's whiteneſs mingled with the roſe, 

In that face flouriſh'd an eternal youth, 

With unaffected majeſty and eaſe. 765 
Her flowing locks ambroſial odours ſhed ; 

Her garments like thoſe lively colours ſhine, 

With which the riſing ſun illuminates 

The duſky vaults of Heav'n, and gilds the clouds, 
She touches not the ground, but as a bird 770 
Vith motion light glides through the liquid air. 

In her ſtrong hand a ſhining lance ſhe holds, 

That would with terror fill the ſtouteſt hearts - 
Fen Mars himſelf would tremble at the fight. 
Her voice was ſoft, yet piercing; ſmooth and ſtrong, 
Her words, like fiery darts, deep penetrate 
TELEMACnvus's heart, and make him feel 

A kind of pleaſing pain; upon her helm 

Was the great bird of Athens; on her breaſt 

The formidable cegis. By theſe marks 780 


Mix ERvA ftood confeſt. 
Is't 
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Is't then yourſelf, 
O Goddeſs, faid TELEMACHUS, who've deign'd 
All for ULvss2s' fake, to guide his ſon ? 
He would have added, but his voice was loſt ; 785 
His lips in vain labour'd t' expreſs the thoughts 
That iſſued from the bottom of his heart, 
Impetuous. The preſent Deity 
O'erpow'r'd him, like a man who in a dream, 
Breathleſs, oppreſt, attempts to form a voice, 790 


But all his painful efforts are in vain, 


At length MINERVA theſe grave words pro- 
nounc'd; 
Son of ULYssEs, hear me this laſt time, 
No mortal have I taught with ſo much care, 
As I've taught you ; I've led you by the hand 795 
Through ſhipwrecks, through unknown and dil- 
tant lands, 
Through bloody wars, and all the various ills 
Which ſerve t' exerciſe the heart of man: 
You I've by ſenſible experience taught 
The maxims, true and falſe, by which men reign: 
Your faults have been to you of no leſs uſe 


Than your misfortunes : for what mortal man 


Can govern wiſely, who hath never ſuffer d, 
And 
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And learnt to profit by the ſuff rings 
In which his faults have plung'd him? Like your 


ſire, 805 
Wich your diſaſtrous fortunes you have fill'd 
Both ſea and land. Go then, you're worthy now 
To tread his ſteps, t' inherit his renown. 
You'll now a ſhort and eafy paſſage find 
To th' iſle of Ithaca, where he arrives $10 
This inſtant, Go, and combat with him there; 
Obey him, as his meaneſt ſubject would; 
Let others be by your example taught. 
He will eſpouſe you to AN TIOPRE, 
And you'll be happy with her, ſince you've ſhown 
To her wiſdom and her virtue more regard 
Than to her beauty. - When you come to reign, 
Be it your glory, to renew on earth 
The golden age; ſtill lend an ear to all, 
Truſt but to few; truſt not yourſelf too much; 
Fear to deceive yourſelf; but never fear 
T' acknowledge you have been deceiv'd. Still love 
Your people, ſtrive to be by them belov'd. 
Fear then is neceſſary, when love fails : 
But one ſhould ever uſe it with regret, 825 
As one would uſe a deſp' tate remedy. 


Conſider every diſtant conſequence 


Of 
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Of what you undertake ; foreſee the worſt, 
Moſt dreadful inconveniencies, and know, 


True courage is, to face and to deſpiſe 839 


All dangers, when neceſſity requires. 

The man who will not diſtant danger ſee, 

Hath not ſufficient courage to ſupport 

The ſight of it with calmneſs, when arriv'd. 

He who ſees ev'ry danger, who avoids 835 
All that's avoidable, and mects the reſt 

Unmov'd, is th' only wiſe, magnanimous man. 
Fly luxury, profuſion, pride and pomp, 

And place your glory in ſimplicity; 

Virtue and goodneſs be the ornament 840 
Both of yourſelf and court; be theſe your guards; 
And let all men by your example learn, 

Wherein true worth, and real honour lies. 

Never forget, that kings are not to reign 

For their own glory, but their people's good; 845 
The good they do, far diſtant ages feel; 

The ill they do, extends and multiplies 

To the laſt ages of poſterity. 

Sometimes the conſequence of one bad reign 
Forms the calamity of many an age. 850 
Above all, let it be your care to guard 


Againſt your humour: *tis an enemy 


Which 
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Which you will carry with you to your grave; 
It will attend your counſels, and betray you N 
If you give ear to it ; will make you loſe 855 
The moſt important opportunities; 

Th' inclinations and averſions of a child 

Ever attend it, to the prejudice 

Of the moſt weighty and momentous points; 

Men thus decide affairs of great event, 860 
On the moſt friv*lous grounds; it throws a ſhade 


(Yer ev'ry talent, damps the courage, makes 
A man unequal, weak, contemptible, 

And inſupportable. Be on your guard | 
Againſt this enemy, —O TELEMAcHve, 865 
Still fear the Gods; this is a fear that is | 
The greateſt treaſure of the heart of man ; | 
With this come wiſdom, juſtice, pleaſures pure 


With this true liberty, tranquillity, 


Abundance, peace, and ſpotleſs glory, come. 870 


Son of ULYssEs, I am leaving you; 
But know, my wiſdom ſhall be with you ſtill, 
Whilſt you are ſenſible that you can do 
Without that wiſdom nothing. *Tis now time 
That you ſhould go alone. I quitted you 875 
In Egypt heretofore, and at Salentum, 
That 
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That you might be accuſtom'd by degrees 

To be without indulgence and ſupport; 

As infants from the breaſt in time are wean d, 
When they more ſolid nouriſhment require. 889 


Scarce had the Goddeſs ended this diſcourſe, 
When ſhe aſcended in a circling cloud 
Of gold and azure, where ſhe. diſappear'd, 
Sighing, and loſt in deep aſtoniſhment, 
TELEMACHUsS fell proſtrate to the earth, 885 
Spreading his hands to Heav'n. He then in haſte 
Awaken'd his companions, ſtraight ſet ſail, 
Arriv'd in Ithaca, and found his fire 


Under EuMvs' hoſpitable roof. 
20 M 60 
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